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mortifying of it: is requ ? 

3 What way maybe taken to<f- 
fea ic ? 

I will 7 0 Ace ſay fomerking eo 


_ each of theſe: demands. 


:4:Fa the ficft, Who: car mor- 
fic his finfull nature ? 1anſwee, 
Longs > 0-019 gk naty- 


tance; Phancai age turns the 


batyer-thy 

That I fay herein kane Sora wee 
montifying, Thou nnd rrorer 
tifie thy fins, buc Gyud can doe tr: 


F 4 though 


- 103; 


"_ m__ rb No ObjeR. 


Sol. 


" T's 101 p0- 
tes, (ed 
Domenus 
_w poceſt. 


' The deabting Chriftian 
though thy naturall corruption 
be a ſpreading Leprofie, he can 
heale it; though it be a violent 
-Plague; he can cure ic : God hath 
puc. enough in Chrift to ſave 2 
ſinner, and therefore enough to 
heale a finnver. Remember one 
thing, In all commands, the duty 
is thine, and the power is Gods ; 
he who commands thee to mor- 
tihe fin; is ready enough with 
ſufficient power to cit it, if he 
be ſought unto. | 
Nevertheles obſerve by the way, 
that Mortification maybe effeted 
ewo wayes 3 '1 Paſlively,as when 
the Lord doth infuſe holy princi- 
ples of Grace, which are contrary 
AI and "ag on the 
nature and POWer © i n 
our. finfull oh 


aSvSAGQEe2 =» 


a A Lo A x 


by : faith ſucceſſively apply, and 
draw downe the ken 
vertues of Jeſus Chriſt ; > 4.9m 
the meere Naturall man can doe 
nothing to the mortification y_ 


 tolved. ©. 
ingerth renewed pan havin 
received grace is by 
the belp p91 God Spire fir fir vp 
the grace that is in him, 
y his faith, to truſt, on Jeu 
and crucifyings of his finfull-na- 


ture 
2 But now4or the ſecond de- 


mand, What kind af Mortificati- 
on is moſt requifice, ſo as.in more 
meaſure to free- the heart from 
doubtings?-In a word, this; be 
ſure the mortifying be 
r Radicall, lay.the axe to the 
root: As all Graces thrive moſt, 
when their ſprings are d, 
ſoulbGaodecey.n SORY their 
TSOts are: mortifte 6 Comm ats 
will fail quickly, if a-corrupe- 
heart were-more: ſanified. The 
rength of fin is inward: there 
—_ eſtrong holds which need 
moſt co: be caſt: downe : By all. 
meanes ſet up a crucified: Cari 
o———_—_ 
4-Imparciall z 17 is erue, one 
fin may trouble more then avo- 
| F 5s. ther, 


6 The doubving'Chriftian 
hats buetr will be thy . wildome 
Gn-Sins are: chai- 
wa 6x well as: Graces; 
q—_ ſin ſerves to helpe ano 
thek, the negleed ay 
- addenly wound: thee, 
Levy make- thee ro: Ragger.. The 
| whole body of (in in every men- 
ber - of ir; ” dike obje& of 
t ing work: This: will 
ihe the truch of Grace recei- 
ved, and-the fincerity:of thy con- 
Tcierices} and conſtquently: will 
remove ra RECITE feares 
anddoabtings: 632873 $ 
We Dintalls G)adaily work, 
ſometimes thou-are-fer- 
vent in the work,(. when conſci- 
enceisſtruck , or when afflitions 
Rrike che?) bar 'aftepwards thou 
arc E_—_ and then 


er 6 mo an” 
— Hep! 
now {ouldeſt. 


90> TY, YO 


ENT OO RET ora mn ST TY TO 


implemtnla Gcetih 
very day': Thou - "ould dabe: 


leeye 


- - 


O- 
OUL a. 32; $99 
thou canſt aot difcerne 


"The diubring Chriſtian 


wn ſelfe that they bes 
to thee, 
re Tet the maine care 


and work of: thee be, to ftrike at 
unbeliefe : Be humbled much for 
ic, beſeech the Lord'ro cure thee 
more and more of it, to remove 
the ignorance of the Covenant 
out of thee, and to caſt down car» , 
nall andproud reaſonings, which 
give the Tye to thy way of Gods 
tree and full Grace. which wonld 
have thee robe firft, and of thy 
felfe, that which chon canftnever 
be withour Chrift ; and te doe 
and. bring that, which God never 
impoſed” on: thee to doe or W 
bring, but hath told thee _ 
Iz,.the working of ir in t 
- Tongs only to himſelfe, and be 
alio really and'graciouſly willing 
to beſtow upon thee. 

As for the third demand; 

at way thou mayſt rake for 
oe mn i ying of ult this finne ; I: 


r_ Generally, ouching all of 
i, Docburt inf in + the wayesorr 


in—_— 


”3y 


ws refolv, " Wo 
which" already cou art falne'; 
Did any vertue inthe death of 
Chriftf laid: bold on by faith _) 
did that hererofore helps _ 
finne? It will doe fo fill : Dide- 
ny love of God help thee themore 
to hate fin? Ie will doe fo flif:: 
Did any aflurance of a reconciled 
God in Chriſt, freely and” abup- 
dantly pardoning of thee, weaken 
fin in thee? It will doe fo tilt: 
Did NN m—_ linne, 
felfe- ings, i mouriw.y 
ings, caſbctently helpe thee with 
congqt fins 7 They will doe 
ſo ſtill} Did the humble applica- 
tion of thy ſelfe tothe Ordinan- 
ces of Jeſus Chriſt-( through 
which he is pleaſed'to reveale his 
arme ) conferany-ftrength againſt 
thy fins? It will-help Riill-: Did 
wmy holy feare, any tendernefſ? in 
Conſcience, any-deelining of oc- 


cafions? Did vehement: wraſh - 


lings with God in prayer? Did 


ferions meditacion and confideI 


ration ? Did cloſe with 
the Saints 7 Did ftudice of farther | 


-— 4 


yy 


op 


ned.in3t, andall-the adjunRs and 


© The duvbiity Cbriſtion = 
heligefſe ? Did frequent, review- 
ing». of thy condition,and r 
iogaof Govenant with thy; God 
in his ? Did holy watch- 
ipgs ? Did reſiſtings of the, ficlt 
bhinbs 0f-61.2,Did-cheſr, 4ny - of 
ehaſe, all.of theſe, "or, any! 
ſpiritual]. cawie beſides, 
cquie thy finfyloelſero be: ofnies 
£0 thee, tobe abhocred. (ag 
be caſt downe in. thy jadgement, 
to be calt out in thy affe&ions,. to 
»he caſt off in, thy life? iGoe: an 
with theſe,$ fin wil then be more 
and more mortifted, & doubcs wil 
be more and more 'w : the 
more that thy conſcience is thus 
ſprinkled ids dead works, che 
more (halt thaw be'able JPrdeny 
heare Unto. God. i in. #:0f 
faith. | 


4 Parciculaely, for ther morti- 
fying of remainiog InedeliegAos 
three chings :-/ - | 
,;/1 Study exattly pcbe Corenyns 
of Grece, in the-Au Ic 
foundation of it, matters contair 


2 7 Sap hehe ate 
ly, know him diſtin! as a Me-. 
makes (1 


{/Then:; 33-To,;mu ' meditari- 
on in -theſes in Prayer, 
that God-in- CERES would 
cauſe thee by faich to ſet thy ſeale 

unto them : Bute more of this will 
follow in: anfwerjag ſome ocher 
_—_—_ ene y, IT: < 
ing,was we 
nel and. impertcRion in faich : 
The cure and remedy of which is, 
to perfet-gnd; hy faich.; 
put-m £ growth, 
more - ripeye ith, and 
your 
more purely: the hy burnes, the . 
lefle ſmoke it: hath; ;and when 


he he. $ 
_ aha nit 


Odeging 
wake —_ ns aan is 


effe8 of _- | 


1} Abe LOE The Similc. 


" TIe2 


The doubting Chrifian 
ofthe one beares away the other. 
The Diſciples I remember pray- 
ed, Lord, increaſe car ſaith; and fo 
did hee: of whom you heard-in 


Mar 9. 24. Mark 9. Lord, belp'my unbelief. - 


Objea. 


Sol. 


You will ſay, No-man can de- 
py, that if his faith had more 
ftrength, then his heare ſhould 
have lefſe donbting 3. but bow 
may that ' be done? How . may 
faith be firengthened ? - 

EL v1 

1 God who gave faith can firength- 
en it, for we. race depends up- 
on him; not only for birch,bur al- 
ſo for complement ; bis firength 
muſt lead us on from ſtrength to 
firengch, from faith to faith ; he 
whoisthe Anther, is alſothe fi» 
niſher of ic + And - therefore if 
thoa would have a ſtrong faich, 


| thcu ſhouldſtgoto @ ſtrong God, 


Truths; My afſencs many times 


and beg of him, Lord increaſe wy 
faith; my knowledge is dim, 
lighten that candle; open mine 
eyes yet more, that I may fee thy 


thaking, but do thou eſtabliſh and 


con=- 


mn w F s © 


. 
— 


reſolved. 
confirme my heart - _ traths ; 


my embracing, cations, yc- 
ry trembling, and ws and in- 
terrupted, but do thou guide mine 


eye to look 


and affe&ions to embrace all 41! 


the goudnefle of thy ſelfe, of thy perfnaded 


Chriſt, of th Word. 
Ic is\ method” to lay in 
Cat the fict ) weak faith, 6+ Sho 

might beg for more faith, and 
give him the honour of all. 'Had 
we ic ftrong atfirfi, be ſbould nor 
heareof us ; but he 


tings and inall onr vigoties 0- 
doubtings, &c.' bis 


_ y_ the 
goe to God; cy py pry 
would '' have wnonbng 50h 


my Saviour, do ne thou 
thoa guide my hand to lay hold perſi 
on him, doe thou enable my wil me, me, = I 


Epheſ.3-19ghe' 


7», __ andver;17. a 


The doulhiing Chriſtian 
w_ modkagh thou'canſt make it riſe 
ng body ; though faith at 
fieſtbe Las a graine of muſtard- 
ſced, -yet thou; cant cauſe it:to 
bloflome, and to ſpread it felfe 
into a high meaſure 3' therefore 
thou who alone cant doe it,doe it 
for thy weak ſervant : Thou muſt 
rake charge of chine own graces, 
and if chou giveit my: faith. more 
rength, my wil _ 
'thee in the more glory,&c. 


_ — ie "Scholar let; tlic 
' -Schiollas ftady more the 
"of knowledge:,. and ' then 'his 
will grow to be more 
;: Sojex the Chriſtian ftady 


q 
Jowr che matters of faith and his 
"faich will riſe to be modd full: - 


that 


might 
be love of Chriſt, th 
"Trang ef bh ka ings 


: Litenceehe da oſt ce 


——_ — 


_weſalved, « 4Þ p 215 | 

bearts by faith, that [7 

w_ RE oble, ver. 18. to je" 18 
i all Saints, what 4 the 

breadth, andlength,. and depth, and 


"y k ake of pe- Hoſ, 4, 6 
people doubt 


ip; trhe'p 
AD: == 
aft-in theee 1 235! 3On **- 

"Vere Icagtion inthy ade 


The doubting Chriftion 
ing of Chriſt, ftady him asGod 
reveales him , otherwiſe thy 
doubts will ſtick upon thee;' If a 
Note. yan ſtidieth his fins inbis owne 
way, ina _oaturall way, he ſhall 
neither rightly fee them, nor 'yet 
be freed from them : So if men 
ftudy Chriſt their owne way, if 
they will have him to be ſuch a 
one as their feareful i would 
make hin tor be; and: not! ſuch a 
A migiy Saviour as God hath matifeſted 
and graci- im to be, then not concei 
 0us, + of Chriſt big hey ſhall be 
| 5 Dri of firetigeh. 
Tits are wayes it yo of freng, 
doth' reyeale his arme 5 his arme 
ie that which doth firengthen us, 
and his arme is revealed in his or- 
dinanees ; for God doth nor call 
us, nor chang us, ior firengehen 
ut, nor ſave us without meanes. 
He who's too [good fot the 
Ordinances;will ever be too-weal 
inhis faith, A childe which can- 
Note. not ſtand when it is borne,” may 
yet goe' bythe uſe of the breaſts; 


,  Teſalved. 
but thatperſon who is weak, and 
wants if he: feeds nor, 
will abate more ;' and cre long 
want life ic felfe. This is a truth, 
A new Chriſtian is ſometimes 


full, and a full Chriſtian is'al- Spirim!! 
wayes'-weak ; for our ſpiricoall —_— 
Life is like/unto our patural-life, 10 


both of which are within us, yer 
neicher of them doe riſe, buc from 
ſomething without us. 

What the. impotent perſon 


ſpake, Fab.'5. 11, He that made mee Toh. 5. 11. 


whole, the ſame ſaid-unto me, Take up 
by bet wins 'thar we aflirme 
of Gods Ordinances, thoſe his 
meanes which made us good, can 
make usbetrter z they made as live, 
and they can make” us walke ; 
they gave faith, they brought the 
hand which did fer the planc; and 
they can enlarge faith , they 
bring the (howres which doe Wa- 
cer that plant: | | 
For 1 "They evidence Chriſt 
more, and and: anfold the 
Promifes (which are the ſtayes of 
2 They 


> 


113 
God can 
anſwer 


Sermon, 


troubled 

| us more 

| then one 
VERTE., 


that in one 


which bath 


The doubting Chriftian; 


2 They /enervate, or weaken, 


and ſcarrer-the one 0a our 
feares __ GIS Wo RE 

o e the reaſonings 
an aathesoy anbelicfe; - © 

_ ah ; —_ the ve yl 

hg;and (o arheway 
fac to God ef  Oheif,” 

4 They doe infiltl-a ſedrer and 
dravwiug vertae; they doe cxcice, 
and* quicken , - and petfwade; 
Ergo: *: -- j 
mbly hn He let falch. how: ce 
priviledges, and.then _=—_— 
more''ftrong: 4 Faick m wou 
more, if ir did-eeow) all that it 
might doe ;_ affuredly* we ſhould 
have-more confidence, did wee 
know our royalties. . .  - 

Belecversare more to:God then 
the moft imimedince fervancs are 
to4' Princez all the Subjefts of a 
Prince haveſomepriviledges, yet 


theirs are greateft,--who- are-in 
neareſt ſerviee's; nowyone neater 
£9 Goikthen! Belcevers'; ſee. 1 Per. 
Þ 9 The fe 14 :chbſent generatoens 
yd TRINEg, bx Natong! « 


pecu- 


= 


, 


, 


reſeved. 
prople 3 'Nay;'s Cor. 8. 19. 


peculiar 

Tee ſballbe my ſomes ant . 
faith the Loyd Ami by. 5 ge and” theſe 
have thioſe privile, "the 


ſervaries have not. Fheywho de 
ſcended from the blou of Abrq- 
bam;had' mi edges then'o= 


thers, "avid ts rent th greater, 
who' code from he load of 
Chrift ? The Priefts (of the Law 
ar ' exemptions, and 


had 
lod al gen ure 0 | ly 


are not Priefts Gat: nor” 


only, but both Kingrafid P 

a royall Prieft-hood ?-who oy" 2 
holy Nation, a culiar 

(i. ea people 


y Aba only God gets jack 


"0. ſay many weak Beleevers, 
The Locd doth 'nor, ;,reſpeR, thor 
lovers" © 
No? cb'no{ 4d love the, 
__ ven vf fills mreere _ 


; 
| 4 
'F 
| 


QbjeR. 
Sol. 


- Obje&. 


Sol. 


The doubting Chriſtian; 
he hath choſen? Doth not God 
reſpe& thediſcent, and generati- 
on of Chriſt ? thoſe who come of 
his bloud 2 They who come from 
Chriſt, and are borne of God, are 
ſurely beloved of God. 
Batin the IN diſcoune 
LENAnce us, an U3NOC, 
Ken in Dp Ac- 
count, yee have the r nt- 
ment,even the Spirit of GE 


royall t, even the ah pay 
of Chriſt ; the at- 
endance, reaches Angels Is of God 
unto you. You have a 
Kingdows which confis in digke 


ceouſnelſe, and peace , and jo 
Row. 14-47: Cannot this fiir up 


Wee are oft-times afraid to 
come before God, we feare ac- 
cefle. 

Are ye not Beleevers ? ? And are 


TR of God ? 
are not. 

by their calling to come bet 
God? The Priefts 


qe; 


when none elſe might, 
_ ; Jefw 


t] 


oa ae t _- - = AQ 


Pe I—_—_ —_—— 


reſolved. 121 
Jeſus Chriſt the Altar, upon which 
we. tender- all our facrifices and 
ſeryices to God? and is it not the 
Altar that SanRikes the gift? 
Matth. 23, 19. The Apolile faith, M*23-79 
Gal 5, 1, that Chriſt bath gotren ww 260 
a liberty 3 and Epbeſ. 2.23. that we Eph.z.13 
are made nigh by-tbe bloud of Chriſt; 
and Heb. 10. 19. that-we may have Heb. i. is 
boldneſſe to enter into the bolseſt by the 
bloud of Jeſus. | 

If therefore wee did once 
throughly know what priviledges 
the firſt-borne have, :the Sons of-- 
God have, the Generation ' of Th 
Chriſt have, the Pricfts of God | 5.45 
have, the-purchaſed by Chriſt r. Love is 
have; if we knew the grants {of ready. 
favour, and free ncenfieee mg fin- ana 
r acceptances with Ged, in 
«nd chrough Chrift,O how mighs > If 
we keep down our frares,and our ;.Specil 
doubtings, and fingularly encous Interceffi> 
rage our taith to run, and with 99s- 
eagernefſe to embrace a = 
our God, our Chriſt , our. Prov ,c,ting. 
miſes ! 2, po | | 5 Grants 

There be other-meanes for the cecraine. 
, G. per- 


you muſt 
ny m5 ds Bleſ- 
ſed ( ſaich Chriſt ro Thomas, Job. 


- -- not mine; untefſc I fecte ie; hee 

._ -)" will-be for ever full of doubes 
. and yep] = Y Ort 

cvtelping of which, 


"For 


*= 7 . o b 
d - 3 La "Ar; « « 
- - þ4 Lg . 
i - - . 
, 
= 
- 
il ] 


cheecfull and ſocrowfull, mavy 
times in one-day, - - Bay 9 -onc 
houre, if thatſenſe gave ſengongt 

on our condicion. 

-Beleved,thinke wel! on Fl ; There i 
How :;can {ence reach unto the noe alati- 
cimes - of. jon? unto the " =; 4 i 
tienes of wane ?; untoithe time bf ©nle 
indiſpoſition ? -unto. IF 
Kr lack 1a pare al aQts, cannor 

tſach as are —_ hold all 

romiles? In: theſe ptr F 
times \Senſe 'fandes noghing'.t0 cance [310-0 op 
ſpeake to. us, tocvidence: for us, 
for -God holds off, and- Wancs all. 

vepothing buc @ 
of promiſe (allother things fam © 
to faile and forſake-) 40 tuſtainc 
and recaine use + © - 
; 2 The (picinall courſe many 
times, goes againſt our ſenſe, atid 
- therefore | feyſe.; muſt, be «kept... 
dowrie. - Y ow know.that {raban. 
- agaluit; hope belceved in bope ,* 
bong 1hiFobk, arid -fenſe are Rom.4.18 ©; 


2 many 


C 
. 


124 The doubning Chriſtian 

many 'timet"at a edntradidtion: ; 
faith will beleeve what ſenſ@per- 
ceiveth not ; and what our fenfc 
doth perceive, \that ſame our 
faith will not beleeve, but the 
contrary. Thowg b be kill me, yet wil 
{ truſt in bim, ſaith Job; and eA- 
brabam OG oo ſons ſafety, in 
* the ſacrificing of him; and: wee 
3+ don our immortalicy, notwichſtan- 
1.0- my ding our death and corruption. 
waics,&c. This is very certaine, that when 
As the *-" ve feelEcorruptions living, faith 
21, &%- ill belecve them t6 be dying; 
a/y1iims and when we feele our ſelves 'in 
arein thy trouble; faith will then beleeve 
bavds our comforts and deliverances : 
_ 5 Faith uſually (1 doe not fay al- 
The vez, Wayes ) beleeves the contraries 

{c:xce of Unto'ſenſe. Pq 
thizgs not | Por ſen(e goes our way 5 and 
ſeene. faith goes Gods way :'Senfe al- 
2 Chron» 1owes and(ſers it ſelfea time, and 
_ hh Faith is content to receive and 
not what to fake Gods. times; Senſe moves 
dorybut our 8pon what appeares, and Paich 
- es are up-, upon what is not yet : Senſe looks 
"Gs, downward, andFahk a= 
= OJ ward 5 


© k *. -- Fr | | p o l 
ward 3; Senſe doth ſuſtaine ic (elfe 
by ' ſomething. within us, -and 
Faich ſuſtaines ic ſeIfe by -ſome- 
thing withoart us, Pſal. 27. 3. S& 
Hab.i3. 17413; So Eſay' 8.17. 7 
will/Wait wpon the Lard tbat bidetb bis 
face fromthe bouſe of Jacob, and 7 
will looke for bim, Elay 50. 10. Ibo 
is be 'that walker in- darkneſſe, and 
batb- no light? Let- bim ''traft in the 
Nam: of the Lord; and ſtay. wpon bis 
God; wot 21511-4438 | 
3 Senſe or feeling is not medi- 
wn credendi, but fruitus fidei; (i, e.) 
Ic is:not the of belceving, 
buta fraitiof fanrh..v;/g.] Take fee- 
ling inthe moſt vccelient parts-of 
ity 48 -in. allurance; and joy, 'and 
peace, theſe are not 'Antecedents 
to faith, bat Conſequent# of ic. 
What is. that 2: Thar is, a man 
hath not theſe firſt,and then faith: 
foros from theſe, : bac hee hath: 

Why doſtthou not beleeve ? 


.-lf I-had ;affurance that God: 


were-my God, and Chrift were 


wy Chiriſt/and the Promiſes were - 


G 3 mine, 


Þ > oY - 
- - - = 
- 
© . 
- 
2 - 


The denbting Clriftian 
mine, 1 would : But ſay," Is the 
Word or thy. Aſſarence- the 
ground of faith? and. would 
thou have the fruit before. the 
_____ tree? or: thy | ſafety before: thou 

Eph.r. 13, Jayeſt hand onthe rock ?. If thon. 
Ars S wouldſt have affurance, thou muſt 
* were [ex1z4, then belecve ;. for the ſweetnelle 
\ I Per.1. 8, of affſurance flowes. from that 
Iz whom faith which by beleeving feeds on 
zbaugh now Chriſt. So if thou wouldſt have 
ah gghoons joy, beleeve ; for true jay doth 


z0:, er be- { Rk 
jerving, ye POE prevents but attend” belee 


yejonce VINg, => 
with joy Ve are. aft times troubled: by 
unſpeakt our owne pride. and: folly'z' God 


bc,0% ſets-n24 way to-btleeve, and:we 
way'; Hee 


will follow aur owne w: 
g_ unto os his Word of Pro- 
10iſe our beleeving,and 
we will have our fenſe tobe the 
ground: Of which courſe, Þ dare 
lay, what Abraham ſpake to che 
of Diver, 'who would 


Jad By 
have fome- to bee' ſent from rhe 


dead; thachisbrechren might be- 

lezve; co whom A4brabam rhus re« 

piyes, 1f they brave A 5 
; ; 


= 


prrſwaded th ough ne roſe from the 
Head, Lak. 15. $T. 

Sofay 1, If men will not be- 
] God hath promiſed, 


neichee will they he, if ſenſe 


ſhould ftand up and fpeake ; for 
we have more reaſon to ſuſpeR 
our own teſtimony, then to dif(- 
traſt Gods invication-and pro- 
miſe, 

You will ceply, This teſtimony 
of ſenſe | in Afﬀfurance is "Gods 
owneanf(wer, and therefore if we 
oe it would: che more fertle 


Eenſwe, | 

I- Gods teſtimonies are indeed 
of a ſerling and quiering vertae, 
whether they be the ev 
—_ 


firſt 
before he delivers over to- 
thee the : 


av yer Inever knew ahy Clitiftian 


who - 


G 4 


the Prophets , Mt wil they be 


intereſts inhim, or 
4m Pg of oar pre- 


2 Ieten know, thou maſt 
tothy ſeale and hand of 


Fridences. And” 


2 


129: 


'Lak.is.31 


ObjeR. 


Sol. 


Objca, 


Sel. 


and performed, or in 


The deabting Chriftian 
who could -be anſwered without 
faith, or cooke comfort in that 
which yet he did not beleeve, For 
though it be the favour of God 
which | doth properly - comfort, 
neverthelc(ic it doth not atually 
com{ort, unlefle faith hath taken 
is that favour. 

- But are not former experien-. 
ces ( which are nothing «He but 
ſenſible feelings ) grounds to fu- 
ture belicfe ? Did not David re- 
member the dayes of old ? 

I anſwer, True, Experiences are 
good encouragements to /the fu- 
cureadts of faith, but the: Word: 
of God is ſtill che ground of 
faith ; They: are not intrinſecall 
grounds, but extrinſecall mo- 
Lives. ; ; 

You may conſider the eperi- 
ences, either in yew granted 

e Inanner 
of their performance, Thou haſt 
had- Gods favoar, thou haft had: 
an anſwergbut how didſt thou-ob- 
taine them? was ic not by belee- 
viag? was it.not by, waiting upon, 


ſome 


= = .eq)J) =. 


ma $03 
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reſolved. 
ſome, good ; word of ,promile ? 
Thy: .injoying; of. them did, poc 
preventthy beleeving of the word 
of Promiſe, bur the bcl:eving of 
that word of Promiſe did let in, 
and bting unto thy. ſoule char . 
{weet, and. gracious experience z 
and therefore thy experience was . 
not the ground heretofore, nor is 
icnow; only thus farre it ſcrves 
as a fingular furtherarice to faith, , 
thatthac God, on whem hereto- 
| forechoudidſtbeleeye, and from . 
wham.( in:beleeving) thou re- 
ccivedſt ſuch gracious helps and 
an{wers, will againe ( be bcing, 
the ſave for ever, and his Promi- 
ſes being Yea and. A ner) by fur-. 
ther beleeviag -o0n. his Word, rc- - 
new his graciaus goodnelle and, 
mercifall favour unto thy ſoul, 

4. A foucth ſpring was, the re- 
raining of (ith, the curbing of * 
itin its worke, and in occaſions... 
Now the remedy of. this is, to - 
gs. Way, unte, faich'; give.ir” 
ſcope, lec is do: ics whale ſervice, ., 
as.thc: Apoſtle ſaid of patience ,., 

G5; Jam. - 


230 - The doubting Chriſtian 
Jam. 1. 4+ Jam. T. 4. Cer pajenice bave by per= 
fe worke, fo'letfaith ; doe nor 
reſtraine it, andthen you ſhafl be 
ſtayed, you ow be freed": The- 
ings one contrary re- 
ſtrainie . other. SE 
Therefore Chriſt checks his Di- 
ſciples for their anxieties, for their 
carkings, -and ſolicitudes, and 
would. have them to Tet their 
faith looſe-to fee a Father who 
would provide, Mat. 6.32. They 
had poverty; or feared ic ; their: 
wants came in, and' loſſes, 'and fo 
their fears came in,and thoughrs. 
But how ſhould they caft them 
out 7 Thus : If faith did belecve 
helps, as well as impatience finde- 
wants ;.it they wouldgive way to 
faith co beleeve' Gods providing, 
as well as fenſeto ſee the World 
abridging & ebbing, they would- 
not have been ſo full of thoughts: 
$hc7 be not much more clotb.you, O yee 
of link: faith? ver. 30. "86 
Bar for the further help in this- 
point, confider, . Fr | 
1 In any.occucrence,Faith _ 


nd, « >» ©. Oo. 7, 


La . 


be our Agent; it:cam dealefor us, 
becauſe 1; Onr temporal life is 
by faith ; = The temporal|-Pro- 
miſes which reach over all the 
externall condition, are the bor 
rg faith. — it is Mo 
2.3. The juſt live. Bf bis , 
faith. When "pn ye +" ha OW 
help, yet faith cat» be our ftaffe-; 
when we have no other feeding, 
yet faith can be our bread : It gan 
negotiate for the ſoul, ic can make 
repaire to Gad,;and fingularly ſo-- 
lace and ſafteine the ſoule' in his ©. 
wordof Promite. . 
Sappoſe a. mans meanes begin 
to ſhrink, bis condition is draw- - 
ing thin, he isneare to. want, ac 
ſuch a time this-man- ray 
downe his-doubts, and tearing 
thonghts, if he will give faith a - 
ſcope to work ; I will never leave 
theo nor forſake thee, Hebs 13.5. Here Heb. iz, 5 -- 
Is 2 long _ =_ here is 
"plenty enough'to faith 5 and faith 
Gfir may have irs perfe&-works) * 
wilt ſaftzine tlive- 'againſt all 
doubcinge. . by 
« p 


"ov 


132, The doubting Chriftian- 
Object, - Ibalt be left, ſfayeſt thou... 
Sol. © \ \ wg (halc not, faich Aga. 
Objct, - Not; now, pechaps, for, yet. 
"7": ine Sine yy 
Sol. . Nay, nev:r faith faith,for thou, 
haſt a continual: God, and hee 
_ hath promiſed a continuall help. 
Thou weuld@- be a free-man, if 
faith were free, for faith will nor 
" leave God, and God will not faile 
++ -_8 faith; and why ſhould(t thou fail,. | 
for thu When faich holds'up thy heart, 
Lord bat and God holds up thy faich ?- 
ae farſaken , So for any crolle and trouble ; 
them 194 Not any burthen this way, . bur. 
ITEIe: faith.may be a ſhoulder. to cale 
us : As long as there is_a Promile, 
to beare up faith, faith will bave; 
rength to bear off-the diſquiet- 
ments of our troubles. 
Obje& —- 1 know not what to doe, faich, 
Z the perſon, 
ol. No ? ſaith Faith, Is not the. 
hs» ord pood,. a ftrong bold in the day. 
Ob A of trouble, and doth not. be. krow chem - 
6 —_— that truſt in bim 2 Nabum. 1, 7. 
:+ not _ | | But troubles are renewed, and 
Socined. © come agaide; and though I was 


po” 
w_  » ad 


Teſelved. © © 
delivered heretofore, yet now -1 
ſeare. 


Feare?  faichfaith, No reaſon Sol. 
ſor that. Sce a notabſe place, Job.$.1ob 5. 17 


17. Happy is the nian toyom Cod cor- 

reeth,” If. a man hath wounds, it 

is well for him to have a ſearcti- 

my. wa :and"if a man hath a 
[ 


omach, it is well for him if 


ke hath a potion 3 3 aodif hiv (pi- 
rits patrific, it is well for him to 
b- let bloud:: So, & 

18 Por be maketb "Sy and bindeth 
4p 3 be woundeth , and bis bands make 
whole, 


19 He ſbaldeliper thee iz fix trou-- 


bles, yea in ſeaten there ſhall no guilt: 

fouch thee. _ 

. There is nothing new to God, 
nor difficult.” Though our tron- 

bles be grievoux to us, yer their- 

deliverance is eafie to God, and 

faith-can finde a harbour for eve- 


0 ſtorme; yea, give faith but ics- 
0 


pe, it. will conclude preſenc- 
helps from former: difiverances ; 
w- the.efcape out of old: crau-- 


les, (bal Fenfaret faich be the wew: 


5 


I9 


.  Thedoubting Chriffien 
Hle'tobo bath delivered; dith; and will 


> Cor. 1. flil deliver, Cor, 1. 


God doch not alter, neither ig 
bis truth, nor in his goodnefſe, 
nor in his power, al hk our 
conditions doe yary * The temp- 
tation may be new, and affli&ion . 
new, but God is ſtill the. ſame, 
and the Promiſes the ſame, and 
faith can make uſe of one Gol to 
conquer twenty temptations, and 
one Promiſe to beare up againſt 
many afflictions, 

2 In every occutrence there is. 
a-providence, and the iffucs de- 
pend upon ic. If Satan tempes, if 
aflittions, and crofles, and lofler, 
and contempts. befall ns, there is 
a Providence to permic them, to 
order them, to dire& them, to re- - 
firaine them ; and if we gave faich - 

a ſcope to work upon that Provi- 
dence, we would not be ſo full of 
doubts 


. x For. Satan, he. doth. indeed-: 
tempt and fa » but he cannot. 
doethis when he pleaſerh;he muſt 
acke leave of God to rouch Fob 
any. 


to pray earneſtly, and heare ear- underre- 


neſtly,and apply his Promiſes, and fraine 


will deliver. 


We looke apon Satan, and not Note.. 


upon God , we look u 
remptations, but we ores 
on mighty aſſiftances; we conff- 
der our owhe weakneſle, bat doe: 
not confider Gods omnipotency ; 
wethink how unable we are; bac 
not how able God is; we fide 
yeeno deliverance, and dove not 
givefaith jts perfe& work, ro be- 
leeve that God will inde awiy to 
c er for us; If faith did- bat 
dwell upon Gods ptovidence in 
this, how he ſuffers Satan to buf» 
fet us, and how-his grace is fuffi- 
cient'for ns, and how.his power: 
will be made manifeſt in weake-- 
nefft ;*how he hath” deliveted, 
and doch in onr yery refiffatee de- 
livet us, and high PAeR i 


36 The dawhting Cbriftian 
1n God is. bruiſe Satan under our feet-3,. we 
i471" ould not doubt, we would noc. 
fire wha gratifie Satan': with .. feares of. 
man can doe fainting, . but reliſt him . fiedfaftly, 
zo me, by encouraging. our ſelycs in qur. 
aidD4vid. G gd. 
; 2. For our croſſes and loſſes 
ew in TRETE Is a providence in _them,. 
eAgyPts & God is- in all our troubles and 
in the ke- Wants : His wiſdome. is there, and. 
ry fernace his goodneſſe : O how (hall I be 
_ the delivered ? How ? Let faich work, 
jc.  andthatwilltelltheehow. Why 
ſhould I thns be troubled ? why ?. 
Let-faith work, and that will tcIL 
thee; ic is-in very faicbfulneſſe, faith . 
David : And, It is good for me tbat [ 
am 'afflited, No childe of God, 
thus ! Nay, let faith work, and ic 
will cleare all ; That a good con-. 
dicion is not exempred from aff{i-. 
fions, and that though Gad had. 
one Sonne without fin, yet he. 
had no Son without. ſorrow. 

3 Our incouragements., are. 
mare then our diſconragements,, 
and our helps exceed our oppoli-- 
tions; therefore faith. js.not to be: 
reſtrained... | The.> 


: 


\p re/plved. » » 
The Prophet / healed up: his 


. ſervants doubrings, 2 King. 6, 26. zKin.6. i6- 
Fearenot,, for they that be with mw are © | 

 morethen. they thatbe with ibem. 

_ And ſo Chriſt to-his perplexed Chriſt to 

and doubting -Diſciples about his Diſci- 
thoſe exigencies and calualties to Plc5- 
which they were expoſed; Feore a King- 
not little flocke, it is your Fathers plea- dome op- 
ſur to give you 4 kingdome. q.d. Be'poſed to _ 
not fo diſquieted, fo anxious for Gofery. 


your lives, - for your ſafeties« 
Though you be a flock, and a lit- 


tle flock, and the wolves are ma- 


ny, yevict.the worſt come to: the 
mar" br ſhall haye a Kingdi 
e 


Oppoſe that. to-this,-. and - you. 


need not doubt and feare.. 


So St. obs, I Joh. 4: 4+ Te are x ſob 
of God ( little children ). and have o- Gods Spi-- 


vercome them, becauſe greater is bee 
that is in you, then. be that-is in the 
world; - 


more” abound; and 21. Az ſinne 


reigned - unto death, ſo grace reignes 


through righteruſneſſe, unto. eternal 


life, 


 fervanr, 


TEL 37 - 
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Antickrift, 
Qace more St, Paul, Rom.5.20, Klid:s, 20 


Woere finne abounded, grace did much Grace op- 


"© "OPIN 'e 


138 The doubting,Clr iſtian 
life by Jeſus Chriſt ear Lord. © _ 
So againe for outward croables, 
—_— 14 Eſoy 14+ I4. Feare not thou worme 
w_ & J cob, (q.d, Thou art- a weake 
creature, contemptible- creature, 
oY a worme, yep thou art Jacob, and 
1.5. 4: the therefore feare not ) for I will belpe 
ſuferngs thee, ſaith the Lord, Though Jacob 
of chrjt be weak, yet the God of Faceb is 
3s ſtrong. 
aſi. Soforoutward lofles, 2 Chror, 
<s 25: 9+ ſaid 4meziuh to'the man of 
Our ie jt But whats ſhall we dox for the 
pn nee 
cok God anſwered; Zhe Lord is able to 
Jew x- pip8tbee mach wore then this. 
Fromall which'we ſee, that 
wee 7 Faith hack the better grounds to 
reft on ; there are more with faich 
then a pov cons it, for none can bee 
| ——_— the  evill crea- 
cures, and he who is for it, is the 
My Father mighty Creacor 3! all” his power, 
his goodneffe, and his Chrif, 
" andhis Spirtt, and his Word: of 
 Truthiis-for it : He iv greater then' 
all, ſo that faith may have —_ 


_ Þ "A, g « 4 » __—— oy \ l 
P "*% S - 
. ry 
. 
* « 7 
«44 +4 th 
oy , 


laf miatter to work upon in- all 
occurrences-! 
; Iris 08 the better ide; andob 
tha, ;roeorraiing y 'on' thae fide 
which will carry itz: and bears 
downe'the contrary. 
bmpag nes. vp 
ater is-he( that Spi- St. 
rig fc iſt) in me, theri herhar 
is in the world. . 
Sin-isagdinft me: + » 'ObjeR, 
Bar (greater is Chriſt who is Sol. 
for me ,-then: finne which: is in 
me. Grace hath much more &- 
bounded. 
den inchee power are _ | ObjeR. 
mee. - 
'Bar tener is that: Al 
God, before whom the N 
are buras thedrop of the backer, 
rw ny 09998, ecoingg pie in the bal- 
lance '* 
Tronbles areupon me. Objed. 
But my'c ores are greater Sol. 
then my ſorrowes, and the glory 
which I expeR, infinitely exceeds 
the trouble which I ſaffer, 
Wants are upon me. 


$0 I, 


ObjcA, 
But 
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me. - ,Obje. 


| | EICEIS: © - 
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Sol. 


The doubring Chriſtian 

- But my ſupplyez areexcreding; 
] have a provident Father ;- and 
though Lhave nota largeportion 
of cacth;: yet I have a fare King- 


S 


dome in- heaven, © 15 
Beloved, if we woutd but often 
conſider of this, that faich is till 
on the berter, on the ſurer fide, 
we would quir all our. doubrings; 
we would not feare what man 
can do unto us, what Satan can'do 
unto'us ;:'0ur owne -infirmities 
would not diſable us, nor affti&i- 


ons; for till faith falls to the ſu- 


reſt party, and therefore give it 
ſcope.. Fath--pitcheth upon iH0 
weak cauſes, upon no weak helps, - 
upon no weak ſtayes it ſtayes up- 
on the Name of theGod of Faced. 
- 0 how might faith outc-face 
the greateſt oppokitions, & tram- 
le under all oar affronts,-and 
offes, and doubts, if we did ter ic 
get out unto its encouragements, 
could we once come with faith to 
be perſwaded indeed, that they 
who are ſoforus, are more then 

they whoareagainſt us!  *-'// 
| Bree 


—_—_ 
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| Brethren, in (our | Spiritual 
combats we have the better cauſe, 
andthe better ffrength ; what help 
heaven "can afford, 'we have. 
Therefore in all our diſtrefles ler 
ushearten our ſelves, and incoy- 
rage our faith : Let us*{ 4s Feb 
'In another cafe') tooke up , and 
fay, Who i on my fide, whi? and + 
then we may even ſay what the | 
-Plalmiſt fpake,  Pfal;T2 4.7, If it 22-2241. 
bad wot been'the Lord who was on our 
ſide, now may ("the Beleever } Nrac/ 
ſay, 2. If it bad not been" the Lard, 2- 
&c. 7." Out foule # eſcaped as a bird To 
out of the ſnare; ec. 8. Our belp is in 8, 
the name of rhe Lord, &c. "*. 
5 A fitth fpring of doubtings, 
was ſpeciall andparticalar fios af- 
"ter converſion : Theſe,” like a 
ſtrong diſeaſe, doe ſhake the very 
heart and fpiritof che Chriftiar), 
and ſtagger him on every fide; 
and like a cloud, fold up all our ' 
comfortable communion with' 
God; like a dead fly they fall in- 
to all our*ſervices. If thou 'dofft it, 
finne hes at the deere, ſaid God to 
| Cain: 
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4d i wY | "tk dining Chifiar jr 
So ed pa en 
| ns after converk- 
on doe pe incerrupe Cor 
aporoacyer _—e IUt: ns 


.. Now the way to -Care ' hls 


| mm = did 
Peter 5 £6 one did warer-bis conch, 
and bis teares were bis meat dey and 
aights aogl ae other went. aut ond | 

ter 
I of forrow (youread 
ofit.in Zach, 13, 10.) imports; 
'1- An anguich of ſpirit ; as De- 
vid (aid for-his Fongtbany My fonle 


& diftrefſed-for thee; ihe 
WEE: 
thus is or 
I Ei God; there is oft-times 
a very tearing and rending in the 
ſoale. 
n Tack 2. fr qucy fulneſſe of griefe ; ; 
w Fo pb was full of compaſſion, 
is bowels cauld bald. no 
Rs upon the oration of Fudab; 


ſo 


confeffeth with confuſion of face 
his treacherous and unworthy 
his God. 

There is, you know, 'a.natarall Three 


| ſorrow, as for the lofſe of Chil- forts of 
dren, and a Policicall forrow, "ax forcowes. 


Was that for the good Kin Je 
frab, and there is Mootetet af Ore 
row, which is for our” be fn: Toh 


avg you may 

| Olork ae How to 
have 1 done? EL, I done raiſe ozr 
this? Thou thewedſt me mercy in 9579#- 
opznin mx eye, in changing my 
heart, calling ane eo holinefle, 
in pg former fins 5 yer 
afnef 'all' this, I have 


gainftthee, I have Ns 


 hearr, 


| The denkting Chriſtian, ch 


heart, diſbonoured thy: Name, 
turned thy grace into a a 
nefle, loſt - fayour, broke 'm 
peace, injured my Chrift, pt cy 
thy Spiric, turned. away thine 
care, given advantage to. Satan, 
and deſerved for ever .to {it in 
darkneffe, &c.. Beloved, if you 
finde: your hearts ooba d, 
6+ hall finde.your hearts fill to 
unbelceving. 

For {4 98 that, great fins are 
- great provocations to our graci- 
os God., they.are alſo ( till we 
are hambled for them ) great im- 

iments to faith; faith cannot 

oe ſervice for' us, it cannot up- 
hold us, it cannot bring a com- 
forting promiſe unto our hearts, 
unteul our hearts arc humbled for 
. our fins. God comforts none but 
mourners ; and faich cannot fall 
in with him,untill our hearts fall 
cut'with our ſelves. 

And here take heed you be not 
ſleight and too quick ; if you be, 
you ſhall have- your, dou 
.againe. God doth- fcldome: or 


never 


= th. bats a © 4 4__ qa«a<G —_— 
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Wig Chia _ 


Dal thefekrey SE dubes"of 'the | 

e. ' Ks {KIEL 255: 3: % 

"Andiin thef&tnniblings the way 
- ceale them, is: wo er oye- the 


«a en Yor thaltlee-hou 
| TC Ry en: ton tHnefie a- 


A nedhen 
che firis, —_ 


62 ih] _ reſolved. £d- RY | 144 
.| 'Zonr Chnſciences will nevet be. 
gaice eHe; 'Nay this will noc ſa- 
donable, that they are ſuch-azdv 
natexcluderhee our: of the Pro- 
quiet” d e\ , 
untill he doch pur. < 
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T be dedbting Chriſtin | 
Th Let mbanſwer this'doubt- ful- 


= pro- 
es cx 


the -pro Vee 
'peniten!s + MI, bur ''aby 

not al: fia* fally.” 48% $53 485-9) 
ners, but _-., 

ail repen* 

ting f12- 


ww do. be $' dls 
ardo- ks — US 
aol, ao brave} 


hy os 
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he ſhall have: mercy upon his re- 

| peritarice, 2s' you-may- ſee; Prov, 
Pro. 23.14 33,114; He that f fonr; ball 
Eze-18.32 nde mercy, .179- 32- Turne 
ver.2 1,22. yoluF-Jefvess; and live. See ver. 2123: 
J1fthe wicked Will turne from all: bis 


Simile. - 


cy, reaching over. both- eſtates, 
and - all, the. finnes in - both; 
What is chat > Thar is, .che death 
of che, Lord Jeſus, was. not.only, 


to reach the {1n»thou did(t. com- 
mir in thy. unconverted eftate ; 
and = pe age Hehe thy con- 
rartad tre. thou 00 99. inchefn 
for. by thine, owDe wer lome 
othareep, Whatls, Band 74 
Popiſh leaven 2..chat:ſelfe» - 
cation ?. thoſe humane fatisfaQis. 
ot 1906.1 ehis but to. diyide 
our-.ſaly 


Dom 
| 4 CWAXL: 1 and 
Jagth rebagy TX , bug.co 


ii "WE 


or the efficacy of this deach*?: 
| "NG, Ch ir any we 6 re 
tverfion, '2>) heLord wir” to 
poets pep a ptthr of a'dond, 
and a pillar of fice, 'Jefus Qhcift 


clond-and IiS'2* © Nd in the ds , (inthe 


_ op bl etfioti 'tb cover! ot 
tai; and 
All of of a (for the 
rimes' GE Pines By. ar upon 
onr pet emu to conſume away - 
- 
difference_of out” eſtiter 
doth no way 4dde or diminiſh co 
che firengrir and efficatic of his 
_drath'- oud-can cry asJoud- 
now as heretofore, andis nor eſſe 
Full to get J__ for our 
falls in L&4t er-for our fm- 
egy we were"not lo the 
rident in. che fits of 
Ne te hay erſion,; and in 
SR xf after theic 


fins. 2. 


4: I8- i. ts” 15143 HEDDES 
 3$xFhe -Lordcis mercifall Bil 7 
unco repentance; you hall read 4 
in(Pſo{-136-that-bis+ mercy is .fec Pl 136 5 
downe twenty fix times, the 
her rp everlaſtingneſſe ,- 


p > & 
EE 


4 "\B- A Pats 6 . 
MII - 
, - 
£ =» 


and 


po. 


- will 


' of the ſea. .. 
= Mercy is not. ſtrange 
it is his nature, it is'h 
and: 


repent, andcauſeth us 


Wercye. 
6. A.fixth fpring of 


= dradne 


The deb a » ra om 
ſuffering, 0” jn and 

Mica.7. 13.5 ths + rodeo CTY 
A CETICD 
j the 

' Tennant of bus beritage #"'He RG 
not-bis- anger forever, becauſe be de- 
as. by. lighoetbin-ency paerFwcnw mt 
Laine, be will bave compaſſion on ws, be 
ſubdue -owr iniquities , axd' thou 
wilt-caft alltbeir-finnes imo-the-deptbs 


unto:God, 
is delight, 
ce-will nor-bee hid 
from his "eyes; if. it. be nor bid 
from our hearts; He calls us q 


to 


that he might ſhew us his ti 
cy, and: cverlaſtingnefle 'of his 


doubtings . 
was indiſpolition 'unte.,or: about 
fpirituall duties : Whence wee 
the truch of. grace, which is 
aQive.and ere _ doubt oug 


th.God,by reaſon of | 


flees: ,- 


Epc che curing of Snnhen : 


| - veſelved. | > * 
G « Thatdulall hol duties 
40 jap to.men- truly . 
Ay Belovedythere is a great 
difference .betwixc. a dead hearts 
and a dull beart : That, heart is 
properly ann ba dead , l » which A ea 


gore gf 1206 ducy [hq convary 


unto elk 5A averſe 
to holy ſervices, it pad not, we 
boly pr Pp aſp s there is not ns 
an indiffcrency whether the wor 
becoony but.a determinate di(- " The The di 
like, and poſitive unw p 
or rather-(a Da kionys _ a 
| noffare Ions. . FRggon: 3 coat 
at; ſhuffling carriage in 929 4 
mbckes men ,: to fiade dpering heart. 
occations,and arguing reafonin 
oginn ff aſt che tridtneſ and (pies 
fle,of daty.. | 
But againe , that beact js pro< A quit. 
perly cearmed dull, which hath bcact.- 
in te [x Lge 405k Job but bath 


Thebes 
the tion wes narrow. The 


pig: 'Dav 
de On ray 


ht 4 
AF. Ad as Pa 
AK, | roof ercury nd F elihrinth 


Law of o_ ter © the inipord 
pri ors wel thr p , wills 
preſer with mie + I fer another 
lat in my members HOY agtnft 


Gum, The ht-afhinf 


| 


kits he . 3" Oy 
- The 


cnet with* got people'; 
the will is bent, it W's re 


of grace. . / 
ditate and dwell upon the wayes 


oF 


The oyle 
may not 


world;'or beervidlein his parti- 
cular calling. Bur, © 

Whatſoever the cauſe mey be, Indiſpot- 
this is cereaine,cthar Indi __ 7 = owphxny 
is not” fundamencall ;;*jt {smot ,- 1 
ſuch 'a' caſe ,- which nullifies ; 
the” eftate of Grace. | For as in Note. 
our -moſt lively - times there” is 


- 06> The doubting Clriftion 

' Note, -;\The greateſt! 4Qions managed 
from a corrupt: ktaty-are not; ac- 

. cepted with-God : {All the fuper- 

fluous and abundant-gifts: of che 
Phariſees, : were worthlefſe;; yet 

the Widows mite found arcs 
ceptance) The -nicancſtdutics ſer 

forth wich-a perfe& heart are-ar- 

know! God, hewill rake 

notice of theth 3. for God looks 

to: the heart;': Hee eyes: rot: fo 

much thy bebaviour, he liftens 

not fo much to thy words, but 


Ratht .tefolved.. ”w 7; 6; "0 

coal ; $0:16k with the, Lord, hee 
can ſcent out” the ſecrets of our 
defires, and -what-we would doc 
-is obſerved andtaket with him O® 
for well-Gdne\, not hid' 
the many -indiſpotitions : from him. 
covet our Altar. - (57 1 5h 

Therefore it is Davids counſel | ©, 
ro _— his ſon, Knew cbok the 28.9. 
G9 


164 The doubting Chriftin 
_ ceptance',* and audience , and 
ant. 
:e4, This is ſomething to flay us, 
Objec will Gy : But: wy. wee r Hr 
this,” Whether: the bentof our 
hearcs bee intire , notwithftand- 
ing our indifpofitions and:dul- 
nefles ? 
That may eafily be difeerned: 
Sol. You:may know that the bent of 
the heart is right and -caven. in 
duties; -- 
How to x. By not contenting yout 
know thac ſelves. with this heavy" kinde of 
52 wand> Ex daties: You will 
——— ha diſſike 


right; Gn | _ pron 
not power enough 

_ . Fhere are fo men :.( and 

they have eyill oor hon will 

picking fomehelp- and. _ 


bY nr II y+ fo 
ons from what hathbeen 


: 6G thouzh we cannot 
ObjeQ, Es RE 


De 


AN WY 
God knowes the heart and re 


rdeic' 
Togo h fo, and he knows this 
of 'th heatr, any TT 
lacte-ferviee, -| go 
ſelf re Boro 


c_— 


bes « horeet hat 2s! 
| doth" wany cinjes Full out 


The doubying Chriftien 
all 'che means to devge in; (alfe, 
and this doth abundantly -Manir 


Simile, 


more eaacon l 


The doubting Chriſtian 
them , if you yet. ſer. out £0. the 
means 'of.. remoyall ;-. a 
your hearts are fincere, G 
that the bent is honeſt, that thou 
art indeed willing; and cake chis 
= Bgrr=gy. Br If. it ber 
thus with thee, God( for preſent 
long thou ſhalt be freed of theſe 
indiſpofitions , which . doe ,ac- 
company thee - in -chy fer- 
vices .: Mu tapo . drive _ 
ſleepe from .. thine... eycs , , an 
thele fowles from thy ſacrifice, 
INS, againe , though , note 


= 


-1_ .- Reſolved. © T67 L 
a mighty Redeemerand Interce(-: . 
10r muſt preſent je, Chriſt pre-. Note, 
fents that to bis Father, which | 
preſent co Chriſt; the duty: 

belongs tous, - but-che reaſon of 
acceptation is.not in the Peticio- 

er, but in the Interceſlour : God 
accepts' not -far our -fulneſſe-, *<": G 
nor forour livelineſſe, bar for h 


on-for us, who offers up 
prayers -of the Saints, with the Jhould 
perfume and odours of his righ- ur I, 
ceouſneſle.. e 96g: oats prayers of 

 Are-chy prayers fervent ? They «// Seins | 
are not accepted for their, 9wne #J9r 15: - 
ſtrength': Are they weake 2 They £94" 4+ 
are not rejetetd &e their impo« ©” 
teacie.-l4 thy heart Gocery ?-Fhen'tze a7cores 
know:that Chriſt hath ſufficiency for. 

$ of, merits 'to;:coverthy { ſelfe- He. 5. 
blamed ) indi{poſitiong,. and; to 
e: the-.; | - of-.-the 

weakelt { if fincere) ſervices..,: .- 
-*\T herefore © this wereg  gpod 
way, inca(c of diflicet}; indiſpd- 
litions,: not to plarh they acceÞ- 


Tance 


| The hubting Chriſtian 
tance In our fdves, but in Chriſt ; 
and though there be inequalicy 
- of expreſſions in duty, quoad zos, 
in us, yet there is a conſtancy of 
interceſſion. by Chriſt, propter nos, 
for us. Sometimes we come more 
fully, ſometimes more emptily ; 
ſomerimes wee run, and other 
_ times all that. wee can doe is to 
\—_ ſamertimes ——_ are 
fiert, judgements quicke, ex- 
preſſtons ready, wad, = fervent, 
hearings reverent and delightful, 
yetat other times the wheeles are 
almoſt downe, the ſpring moves 
fowly, ' our affetions tucne Dot 
." - fo lively, our/judgements are 
_ -;harren, language Ricks, Requeſt 
"breath only, bur flame not; wee 
Heare, zid give : and flocke 
- itup, andthatisall-; Here you 
ſee the various carridges' of our 
haly ſervices in''eſpe& .ot 'the 
perſon, yet there is no ſuch varie- 


ty in HEIRS, 
if por daties found grace .wich 
Forge. | viv 


y 
% 


yT 
\ F 7 \ p . 
\ . 

*. -_ : 


vivacity in our 


z, , 
: 

- 

D,. 


z OTC 


Tt " Denhadting Chriftin 
tend any goodto us 7 17” 
\ This is the ſpring; 'theeare and | 
| remedy of which,- may bee -made Wi, 
upby theſe Jy cede > rl 


Service and progrefle | 
wr belongs to us; ard nd ther rews 


_ 
by earns nee = 
-True, and thow act co pray 
Nil 1 have heard a Jong time; 
+; SPuidry and chow. art- bount'to 
xy Soaaiamder ave-th is the 
Simile. FHuzbandmans-part to- plow 'the 
= and*to: ſow the * none" 
i; | it is Gods ito c 
harveſt, Heren on tons LA 
Gal.6 9 Tok, Bnranig nd Seammy De 

daing, for in ry ane ap 

es 


faine not : For Ged 
Re ing,Projers 5nd be. 
a Neg pn Hr CEATST 


£8319 Tf; fo. IQWTT07 
wo good- =Miiney fe 
did nor. erve im for he/-1 


% 


wth the'es 


vantes 
id complaine' ee | 


kw 


374 The denbling Chriflian  _ 
3 Petitioners muſt wait/an ane 
ſwer, as well as pteſent a requeſt : 
Therefore know that faith in 
point of ſeeking unto God hath a 
doable office. 
Faith bath x Ogeis, todeliverup in the 
+ wa wa Name of Chriſt our wants, which 
One Godhath promiſed co ſupply in 
his Word, 

2 Another is, to expe&t and 
wair thoſe ſupplies which God 
hath promiſed. Therefore ſaith 
David, £r1be. ext+.of jervans looke 
wito thc. bang ef their Maſters, and as | 
the eyes of a\maidex wnte the band of © 
her miſtreſs, ſo our eyes wait wpon the 
Lord our God, wmtill ( even ſo long, 
let it be never fo long) mmtilſthet be 
bave mercy wpon us 
Waring And ( beloved) this waiting 
_ Gone doth notably diſtinguiſh betwixt 
on] defires, which come from an un- 
defires & fſetled humour, and thoſe which $ 
unſecled come from poverty of ſpirit. In 
humour. them, we give on, but preſently 

EP give up, as we doein fleight vi- 
Smile, with men, knock at dgore, 
and if none an({wer, away we goes 

our 


Plial.13 3. 2 


delires whica fpring from pover- 
ty of fpiric, theſe have faiih co £,;;. 
b-lceve that God is at home, and 


relolved. ; 175 
our bufineſl: was little,and (o our 
ſtay is anſwcrable ; but in thoſe 


Poverty of 


have patience to wait his alle 
\wer. 

As a poore begger, ( ſuppoſe 
ſuch a one as Lazarus ) he will lye 
at the gate, and kaock more then 
once, and wait more then an hour 
for ſome almes, for ſome crums 
of ourtables; and ſo will humble 
Chriflians, who are truly poore 
in ſpirit, they will be at heaven 
gates, and put up requeſt after re- 

neſt, and expeR day after day 
the ſpeeding of them from the 
throne of grace and mercy. 

Bur we cannot watt. Object, 

You cannot! And that is the x5} 
reaſon-you-miffe of your anſwere. 

If beggers will not ſlay, they Jofe 
their almes ; and if Chriftians wil 
not wair, they loſe their granes. 

Yet let me not goe off eafily 
from this ſcruple, for in it lyes 


the choyſeſt part of the cure : If 
I 4 we 


Simle. 
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124 The donbiing Chriſtian 


we conld but wait on God, the" 
alſurcdly ws (ſhould ſe that wet 
haveno reaſon to cry out of fruit 
leſnefle in ſeeking, 
Obict, How may we doe to wait ? 
Sol. Thus. 
Four mo- 1 Youare ſure to ſpeed, Cer- 
rivcs tO tainty of an{wer will beget con- 
DEER ſtancy in ſceKing, Sure to ſpeed 
How (hall wee be ſure of that !'* 


Thwss:<:i >; M 
x Take it in promiſes, and ol" 
yol are ſure. £7 


2 Take it in performances,and: 
 ſolikewiſe you ace ſure. 

Premiſes For Promiſes, you know, there © 
is a certainty-in them ; we have 4 
no way to. pierce into Gods in- || \ 
rentions of doing us good, but |} 1 
by his Promiſes z and in them | 

Simile -We have : For as the words of © 
man [doe deliver unto us the 
thoughts of man; ſo the Promi- , 
fes of God doe diſcover unto us 3 
the intentions and purpoſes. of + 
God. Now. then obſers e .what 4 


FF 


_ God hath promiſed to waiting; | 
Mab, 2.3» Had, 2,3, The viſion ig yet for an | 
opp0ine 


Feſolved; © 


appointed time, butggyt the erid ot ſhall 
ſpeake, and not I/®7 though - it-tarry, 
wait for it, becayſe-it will ſurely come, 
it will not tarry. Here is the daty , 
Wait ; Here is the Promiſe deliye- 
red, doubled,trebled, 7: ſhall ſpeak, 
It will come, 11 Wvill ſurely come : Nay 
doubled againe, 7t ſhall not tye; it 
© will not tarry, Itis as if God had - 
faid, Doe but wait, and you ſhall 
'F bed<livered, you-ſhall be delive- 
. XZ red, you ſhall be-del ivered, you- 
=! ſhall be delivered, you ſhall be de- 
* livered. O the Rhethoricke of. 
*X God! O thecertainty of his Prc= 
2 miles |! 
if / Plakiz7. 14-Wait 61 the Lord, be Plal.27.14 + 
= of pood courage, and be ſhall ſtrenpthen 
7 thine beart. 
7 Eſa. qo. 31. They that waitr upon Kſa. 40.28. 
* the Lord, ſhall renew their- Frength : 
-& they ſhall mount up with wings. 
as Eagles, they -fhall run and not 
be weary, and they ſhall walke 
and not faint. - 
Micah 7. 7.-T will loke unts the Mica 7, 5 [7 
Lord, 1 will wait for the Godof my 
ſalvation, my God will heare me, 
= 7. Will + 


doubting Chriſtian 
Perfor- Wilt you fee n certainty 
Pal, a0. , in performa Then read-P/af. 
* 401+] waited patiently upon the Lord, 
#nd he enclined to me, and beard my- © 
cry. Here was waiting, and here | 
: was ſure ſpeeding. | 
_— He' was but one man. & > 
ofs Then Heb.6. 12. Be ye followers ® 
Hed, 6. [2 of them, who through faith Co S 
ence inberit the Promiſes. They did ' 
inkerit the Promiſes, (7. e. ) got 
all the good ont of them by pati- 
ent waiting. If we be ſons, let us 


wair, and then we alſo ſhall bee 


heires-of the Promiſes ; the good 
of them (hall be ſetled upon us. 
KA.49- 23 See alſo Eſay 25. 9. and: Fſay 
49. 23- None ſhall be aſbamed who 
wait cs me. From all which we in- 
fer, If God hath made ſure Pro- 
miſes, It he hath hitherto perfor- 
med thoſe Promiſes unto ſuch as 
wait upon him, Then if we wait, 
we ſhall ſurely ſpzed, &c. 
2 The things you deſire are 
Ws reat,and worth the)waiting for. 
Simile« You would thinke him a fhrange 
| man, who would fot wait the 
RS: __  fealiovg 


ſealing of the gardon which the 
King hath promiſed him. It is a 
{ wonderfull thing,that when God 
promiſeth us pardon of fins, wee 
| cannot have patience to ſeeke and 
| wait the ſealing of it; yet pardon 


{ of fins is ſacha thing, as our very 


x lifelycsin it. 

XZ Soagaine, Is not grace a fin» 
2 gular thing? Is not mortifying of 
2X ſim arr excellent thing? And is ie 
much that the Lord puts us to 
more frequent ſeckings, to iterz- 

ted prayers avd duties, for thoſe 
gifrs and grants which are fo 
& high in their nature? ſo admira- 
” ble in tteir uſe? fo ſaving in 

;. theirend? can you be better int. 
”, ployed? 

vg 3 The anſwers will ſweeten, . 
and ealily recompenze all the 

times and Jabours of fecking, 

When the man-childe is .borne, 

all the labour in travell is forgot- 55 the * 


refetoed,” 199” 


ten; the joy of it drownes the Vie mea. 


ſenſe ofthat, Ler God but liſt up 9,03 *Þ* 


the light of his countenance on ar, rejoys - 


theey it will gaſwer and quit: to ced. 
all. 


The doub thng Chriſtian 
all the prayers that ever thoh 
Cant. 2:4 madeft -in thy. life. 7. fownd bim 
And D&- yohom my ſoule levetb, I beld bim,ehc. 
i4 doth . 
woroctthe — Doubled ſervices have uſually 
akirg of doubled mercies; for when God 
his bones, Prepares the hear, ke will incline 
&c.when theeare; and when he intends a 
«4 gy great mercy, he firft enlargeth 
+55 ths the heart toa greatn:fl: of defire 
Lg and (ceking, Every true fſecking 

of God-opens the hea: t-wider, 
and ſecretly addes to the ſtocke 
Priyersare The more prayers we have put up 
our moy touſe inthe hands of God, the 
20 We  Jarger will the returne- of them 
prove : When wee heve beene 
long ſuitets, God doth ( ordina« 
rily) at leng:h diſmiſſe us with 
more th:n what wee aske; fo 
that he will anſwer us not only 
for our prajeis, but alſy for our? 
time, 
5 - W: ſhall have the beſt things 
in the fitteſt eimes ; therefore we 
ſhould not accuſe cur ſervices 28 
loſt, for God will anſwer them 
but then it ſhall be in the be 
things, atche bit times. . 


vo 


reſolved, 


O,; will you ſay, Is itnot more Objed. 


then time:that I had more grace , 
and fin more ſubdued ? 

I anſwer, Perhaps not ;. God 
doth know that thou haſt a proud 
temper, and thou groweſt bigge , 
and art apt to ſwell yponealarge- 
ments; thou art epe co deſpiſe 
others, and to. make glorious 
conceits of thy ſclfe,and therefore 
he doth anſwer thee, not by vidto=- 
ry, but by-combate; That is, he 
doth not preſently ſubdue-thy 
ſin, that it ſhall not trouble thee, 
but lets it alone that it ſhall exer- 
ciſe thee, thou ſhalt finde matter. 
to keep thee low and humble, 
when [till thou feeleft- ſuch rem- 
nants, and workings of corrup- 


tion, Tothe reſiſtance of which: 


God doth yer enable, and after 


thy heart growes more emptied,, 


thou ſhalt have victory. Againe, 


though thou prayelſt againſt thy. 


fins, yet thou doit - venture upon 


the provocations and occalions. 
of finne, and therefore the Lord. 


may: jaitty - hold -up,.. becauſe 
= thou 


--2 


$ol. 


The denhting Chriſtian 
thon holdft not in. Now the Lord 
( by his filence)) will teach thee 
in theſe times, forbearance on thy 
_ as well as forbearance on 

is part 3 and then upon thy next 
prayers accompanied with this 


- watchfulneſſs, and avoydance of 


occaſions, he*%will let fall more 
firength and power to mortife 
thy finfull diſpoſitions. ' 

Wherefore let us not faint in 
caſe of ſuſpenſions, for God doth 
ſuſpend his grants to the times, 
when thon art ficted to receive 
them, and when it is fit for him 
to open them. 

Is tt fin that thou wouldſt have 
ſubdued ? Doe thou ſeek his ſub+ 
daing power, and withall,decline 
inviting occaſions either from thy 
ſelfe or others, and then God will 
heare thee. . Now thou art fitted, 
and now is it fit for Godto hetp 
thee; bat if thou wile pray a- 
gainlſt the diſpofttion, and run till 
upon the-occafion, God will not 
anſwer thee. 

Itit grace andeavenneſle in duty 


| reſolved. 
which thou wouldeſt have? Then 
tho muſt nſe former grace, 
and ſticke cloſe with humble- 
nefſe, and diligence, and reve- 
rence to the means, and now 
God will ſupply all chy wants. 
LIntill thoa haſt a more bumble 
and doing heart, thou art not 
fitted for more grace, God giveth 
more grace ts the bumble, faith jm... 
Fames. 

Iſfay, hewill give thee more 
grace ; Thou ſhalt have enough 
for thy condition, and enough 
for thy ſalvation , although thou 
haſt not ſuch an equall meaſure 
with others, whom God intends 
for more publick uſe and ſervice, 
then he doth thee, 

5 Gods forbearings ſhould 
not occalion ceſfation, but ear- 
neſineſſe : He is not filent, that 
we thereby ſhould become 
ſpeechlefle, but that our deſires 
ſhould grow more fervent. 

You know- that the $kilfull 
Angler doth not draw back his Simile, . 
bait that cke fiſh ſhould not bite, | 


im 


—  — ww 
= 


192 The doubting Chriſtian 
but that by this meanes he ſhould 
the more greedily leap afcer. the 
bait. 

And the: tender mother ſteps 
afide , not that ſhee would noc 
have the child ſcek her, but thar 
it may even dote afcer her. _ 

So doth God many times draw 
backe and ſtep afide, and as the 
Jer.11.3. Prophet Feremy ſpeaks, Hebe- 
comes as a ſtranger,and as away-faring 
man who turneth aſide, &t. And'as 
He knows David-ſpeaketh , He © as one- that: 
. >. fleeps: Why? Whar? Is itthart he 
has defore doih not know us? No. Is ic 
Hi eare i; that he doth not heare us ? No; 
open,and Ts it that hee will not ſpeed us ? 
before they Ng, 
-— ac Why then? | Stirely becauſe 
El, frthedelights in this mufick, he 
1/biles fmels a fweet odour and favour” 
they are inall our humble ſacrifices , hee - 
ſpeaking, T Jelights in the broken heart. 


= 2 Hee loves that wee ſhould 
Loci, Strive with bim for bs grants, Cthat- 


Ro.x5.30 1s thephtafe Rym.15.30.) and 
R6:12:3,4 wraſtle with bim' (as Jacob) and ſo* 
Ek, 62:7: weopil apt bat Andra we ſboeld : 


give 
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give bim no reſt, (Eſa.62,7.) untill 
be bath [atis fied owr ſoules with mercy, 
and eftabliſhed them with bis grace. 

3 He would inhance the good- 
nefle of the things delired, and 
make us to wear the anſwers 
with more thankfulneſle to him- 
ſe]fe, with more comfort to our 
ſelves, and wich more benefic to 
' Cthers. 

8 An eighth cauſe of doubt- 
ings was, weakneſle of judge- 
ment about the effentials of fal- 
vation , which neceſſarily doth 
cauſe doubtings, both.io reſpe& 
of thoſe ſuſpitions , and errours, 
and' miſtakings to which it is 
ſabjeQ; as alſo in reſpeRMof that 
ſcrupuloſity which ever adheres 
to the. conſcience, where weakz 
nefſe adheres to the jadgement. 

Now the remedy of this 
ſpring, conliſts in theſe particu» 

ars, 

I, Geta diſtin knowledge of 
Fundamentals : It is theempti. 
nelfe of our minds that wee bee 
prepoſterous in; our ſearches, 
Many 


| The doubting Chriſtian 

Many a Chriſtian loſeth himſelfe 
in a ſea of opinions, before hee 
hath ſquared himſelfe with the 
firſt grounds of Religion. 

Remember this, that the firſt 
traths doe- ſupport and main- 
taine the reſt, (as the corner- 
ſtone the relt of the bailding) and 
are as the original} Will , which 
decides many fcruples in Law: 
Hence tis it, that ſome men doubc 
ebour ſpeciall concluſions , be- 


cauſe they are ignorane of the 
generall principles , which were 
they diſtin@ly 


136 
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whe, the fal- 
ws of any concluſion would 

_ eakily become evident unto them. 
Simile, Men aſaally diſpute firſt, and 
IP know laſt, As if a ſouldier would 
F.2/ rom !ange an Army, before hee hath 
14-1. Him learned to handle his weapons. 
thats How ordinary is it to heare diſ- 
weak in the Hutes of Original fin , of Predc- 
faith, !*- ination , of Redemption , of 


193% Faith and Juſtification , of Afſu- 
b 

doub'fall rance and of Obedience, of the 

diſpications degrees of grace and duty, of the 

diret and abſolute way m 

lite? 
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life? &e. I ſay ir Is ordinary to 
h:are ſome arguing of theſe, 
who yet are ignorent of the na- 
tureof thefe. But, 

Pauls method was to lay down 4. 
his foundation of repentance © 
irom dead works , and of faith 
towards God, which if Paul 
thought fit to teach, I thinke fir 
for us to learne. That ſhip rowls 
leaſt , which is well bottomed; 
and that houſe ſhakes leaſt, 
which is well founded; And __ _ 
that Chriſtian doubes ledf#, who 7'*© . 
is well grounded in the maine; 0" © 

ints of Religion i For bes qzy wher- 

$ this, thas Primitive. truths in we walk 
give an aime to all crathsz ſo Tore fted- 
likewiſe.they uncaſe all er wy i 
and herchies, and opinions , — 
arguments which come to pers night, in * 
vert the minde another way. which we 
And furely when the minde ob- 2r< full of 
taines. an evidence by one truth «oh 
for another, and by trath alſo of ar FY 
errour contrary unto it, it is in 
the leaſt hazard of doubting x for 
as much as doubtings ordinari- 


ly 


16 
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ly ariſe from ſome errour,or miſ- 


apprehenſion in the minde. 
2 Get adiſftinguiſhing know- 
ledge of Fundamentals from Ac- 


ceflories, Every part of the 


houſe is not the corner-[tone 
or the pillars : A man may take 
away much , and yet the houſe 
may ſtand: If you take away'the 
painting and muſicke, or (ome 
feelings, and annexed poſts, yet 
the houſe may ſtand. 

So may a Chriſtians ſalvation, 


though het know not. many -ac- 
_ ceffory eruths; nay; although he 


miſtake about ' thern ; - nay ;; ab+ 

eh he deny them, if this de- 

niall be not accompanied with a 
fr 


p__ perverſaefle, but ariſe one- 
y..from inevidence and inabili- 
&F-7 ©: 5 1:79 


"There are three things , about 
which it were good for Chrifti- 


ans to have a diſtinguiſhing 


knowledge,vis, 
1 Fundamentals. 
2 Conſequents. 

3 Indiffecents, 
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Fundamentals, 1 call thoſe Three 
Truths which take up the worke ©2285 
and way of ſalvation ; as the do- 
Qrine of ſinne, and of Chriſt, 
and Fajth, and Repentance, 8c, 
for theſe are ſuch things, without 
the knowledge of which, no man 
can be ſaved, 
Conſequents, I call thoſe illa- 
tions or inferences which doe 
flow from the primitive cruths, 
either virtute ref, in the nature of 
the thing, juſt as a fiream flows 
from the fountaine; or virtote in- 
relle ws , in the judgement of the 
perſon, as the concluſion is made 
by ſuch or ſuch a mans conje&u- 
rall opinion, to flow from Yet a&i: 
ſuch a principle, or ſuch a 
Text, ſelves 
Indifferents,' I call thofe aQi- jndigerenc 
ons: which in themſelves are nei- in reſpe& 
ther boly, norevill; neither is a of circum + 
man by any exprefſe command —_ c 
from God, (ſpecificative) injoyn= £..). a. 
edthem , or( ſpecificative) prohi- gafull.Sce 
bited them : Which things con- Rom. 14, 
{idered abſolutely, if a man doth 1411 5,%6 


uſe 
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nſe them he ſhall not be ſaved ;; if 
he doth not, he ſhall not be.dam- 
ned. They doe no more conſi- 
tatea Chriſtian, then a garment 
doth a man ; which whether hee 
doth weare it yea or no, yet Kill 
he 13 a man. 

Now this diſtinguiſhing know- 
ledge doth exceedingly afſoyle 
the doubting heart, which doth 
oft-times ſhake and rowle abouc 
the lawfulnes of indifierents, &c. 

3 Reduce all conje&tures and 
conſequent truchs unto the firlt 
truth : It is the counſell of the A- 
poltle, 1 Thefſ. 5- 21. Prove «ll 
tbings : And the Prophet Eſcieh, 
To the Law, and to the teſtimony , 
Eſa. 8. 20. 

It was a good ſpeech of Saint 
Axſtine to Manithew , conteſting 


with him for audience; Hzare 


me, heare mee, ſaid danichews ; 
Nay, ſaich Sc. Augyſtize, Nec ego te, 
nec tu me, ſed ambs audiamus Apoſto= 
lum , dicemtem 5 Peccatwn non C908” 
nous, &c. Ws 
Beloved, we may {ce what weak 
Crea® 
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creatures we are, when truths fall 
downe amongſt us, and when we 
fit in the Tribunall; alas, what 
diſtrations, what ſeverall ſtamps 
doe our ſeverall opinions ſet on 
them ? what diſtinctions, limitati- 
ons, qualifications! We will be 
ſure every one of us to handle the 
queſtion ſo, that it ſhall beſo far 
true, as may ſtand with our owne 
delights, profics, aimes, and ends; 
We doe many times for perſonall 
reſpets, diſcourſe and determine 
of truths. 

But now reduce them to the 
firſt truths, how doe our empty 
and contrary opinions, and fan- 
cies clatter and ſhiver to duft ? 
they fall downe before the Word 
of God, as Dagon did before the 
Arke of God; for the Scriptures 
ate the Touch-ftoge, which will 

\ eaſily decide counterfeit glofles, 
' and errours, from genuine and 
pou exuths ; Genuine truths arc 
ike the yaung Eagles, that can 
with open eyes behold the light 
of the Sunne, and erroneous = 
es 
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ſes and opinions are like fore eyes, 
which cannot behold the Sunne 
without ewinckling, and wate- 
ring, and cloſing. | ; 
Andnote by the way, that if the Þ 
truth bethe truth of God, it doth F 
tend to theſe three things ; viz. ; 

I The glory of bis rich Grace , 
Epheſ. 1. 12. 4 

2 Setling of peace in the Con{ci= | 
ence, Rom, 5. 1. 1 

3 Mortifying of finne, Titus } 
2. 12, | 

4 Eſtabliſh the minde in decla- | 
red truths, Beware, ſaith the A- | 
poſtle, Peter, ( ſeeing ye know theſe 
things) leſt yee bring led away with 
the errour of the wicked, fall away 
from your owne ſtedfaſinrſſe. 

It is not unknown, that ſome 
(like Pedlars ) wander up and 
downe, and make a living by 
their errours ; ſubtill people,and 
crafty to their owne confuſion, 
who have only a ſtrength of parts 

togloſſe over fins and errours, 8 
to weaken the firength of truths, 


and wayes to Heaven; moft ren» 
dring 


— 
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ing children of Satan, for they 
; ale not to pervert the right 
ayes of the Lord, and yet fo ar- ag.1;.1@ 
icially doe they vent their 


, Fares, fo neatly doe they ſetthem 
, But with che applauſe of reaſon, 
Id carnall licentiouſneſſe, thac 
many weak-heeded Chriſtians 
*:Srallow ap.their baits, drinke up 
"Meis cups, lick in their tumulcu- 
s and unſetling doarines ; yea, 
nd ſome of higher judgements 
oe many times reele and ſtagger 
t the ſame, 

VVhar is the reaſon ? 
Surely chis ; The Maſter is loo- 
ng the Auchor, and therefore 
e Ship begins to toſſe, Men doe 
not eſtabliſh their hearts ia 
cnowne and approved truths; 
they doe not contirme their faith 
to what God faith againſt that 
bewitching diſcourſe of reaſon 
and liberty ; they will be liſtning 
to naturall reaſon, and therefore 
with Nicodemws, break out, How 
can this be ? "When meg will not 
ſtick to truths, ic is juſt that they 
Fe K ſhould 


AR.1r5.21 
1: ſcemed 
good ;0 the 
hol; Ghoſt, 
and to us, 
T9 lay upon 


You t0 grea- 


rer burden 
thcu theſe 
weceſ/ary 
things, 
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ſhould be troubled with doubts Wc 
and errours, | of 

Ic is the Apoftles counſel! lr 
1 Thel. 5. 21; Hold faft that which he 
is good. So, 2 Tim. 1. 13. Hold fa hi 
tbe forme of ſoimd words, &-c. That is, 
claſpe It,gref e it, majnraine it,as his 
one would a Fell in his hands, aa 
the which another would vio-#! 
teatly force away. VVhen the 36 
minde is rooted in truth, it will 4 
not ſhake with ſo many doubts , *þ 
which will affared!y ſpring from *ull 
erronevus Principles, and Do- # 
Grines. 2 ot x 

5 - Meddle with no more truths # 
chen will ſave thy Toule, and ſerve | hb 
thy particular relations, A man 
may goe in a ſhallow water, who ils 
riſes atnd falls, waves and ſlips in Wil 
a deep channell. 1 will tell you, as 
all darties, fo all traths doe not Wd 
concerne all men : God doth not W#: 
expect or requir2 that every Chri- W1 
ſlian ſhould be' a 'DeRor of the iſ 
Chaire :'Some points in Reſrgit- Wc 
on are high, and myſterious; 0- Wt 
thers are dark, and-lye yet under 

predi- 
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dition and- Proptecy s bu: 
fe parts which dire& to thy 
y here, and to thy ſalvation 
eafter, are cleare, exyreſle ; he 

oO runs may read them. 
*WBulie thy ſelfe moſt in theſe ; 
*Widy to be a good man, and a 
mad maſter ; a good man, anda 
od ſervant, &c. Exerciſe thy 
e to know what concernes 
and then to pray thy ſelfe in- 
he practiſe of that. This is a 
ſe way, and ſetled, and which 
_-rxcmpcecd from vaine turmoiles 

gd many judiciall doubrings. 
= Informe the Conſcience with 
& nature of a Chriſtian, and ſa- 
Ds condicion ; ſome thin gs are 
= uired cowards ſalvation, ſome 
3gs' unto ſalvation; ſome 
ings give a being,other chingsa 
mtfortable being ; Of all which 
a perſon had a ſpeciall and di- 
nt knowledge, he mighc walke 
ore quietly without feares 'and 
Woubtings.Shal I give you-an hint 
t ſome particulars? remember 
Men theſe Propofitians, 

K 2 I Pre» 
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:Four pat* 
ticulars 
worthy 
weak chri- 
Bijans di- 
ſtin& con- 
tderation, 


Rom. 7. 
T7, 9. 
Rom. 8, {5 
Mat,i1 28 


Simile. 
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1 Preparations to Grace are 
different and uncquall; all men 
are not prepared by the ſame d:- 
grees, or in the ſame manner for 
Chriſt; Convidion of the Natu- 
rall eſtate, and attrition, and an- 
guiſh, and thoſe legal) operati- 
ons, theſe are preparations ; for 
men muſt know their finfull con- 
dition, they muſt have the pri 
of bondage, they muſt be beavie, and 
weary, before they can lay hold 
on Chriſt, 


Now thoſe legall impreſſion: 'þ 
are different ; every Beleever ( off h; 
ripe years) bath felt them,more oi hy 


lefſe, yet all cannot ſay alike. E- 
very childe feeles ſomething in te 
his birth, but ſome children are 91 
brought forth with more pains, m 
and others with lefle difficulty ;MW ut 
Lydia was quickly delivered, butY m 


Paul lyes by it ſome dayes. SomcÞ re 
people can ſay, as David in anovYſ pt 
ther caſe, Sorrow" endured 'for aff th 
night, but Joy came in the morning; OY ©c 
thers may ſay as the ſame David m 


Night and day thy hand was heavy u- 
07 me, The 
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Tae Lord is pleaſed ( for he is 
an arbitrary Agent both for che 
WW matter and manner in'oar fpirt- 
'Wraall alteration ) ro fingle ont 
WH ſome perſons, and to charge their 
"WW fins deep upon their Conſciences, 

and to purſue them wich fingular 
terrours, to fticke his atrowes and 
WW cheir owne fins ſo cloſe that they 
know not which way to turne 
8 themſelves. He doth almoſt grinde 
W them to powder, and caſts them 


Some per- 


| to the duſt, and to the loweſt 2- ly prepa-* 


then as the skilfull Artificer, who 
hath bruiſed, and battered, and 
broken the maſſe into pieces, - and 
throwne it into the fire, and met- 
ted it, he yer at length cakes ir 
ont, and faſhions from all this, a 
moſt comly, and precious, and 
uſefull veſſell : So doth the Lord 
many times with ſome people, he 
returnes them their old fins, and 
powerfully mingles the Law and 
their (ins, and their Conſciences 
together, and ſo with that ham- 
mer. bruiſeth , and breakes their 

K 3 lin» - 


mazements, and diſtrations ; and '<d- 
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finfull hearts, and with that fir 
melts them, and diflolves them af 
it were; yet after a long and ſad 
time of feni;ble conviction, ani 
horrible bondage, he graciouſh 
formes the Lord Jeſus in thei; 
hearts, and renewes' his bleſſed 1. 
mage of Grace, and they becomyW# 
the moſt acceptable Veſſels of 
glory. 
But with other perſons he deal! 
O:hers not ia this high meaſure; he doth 
gently pre= indeed arreſt them with the Lay, 
þ Te but doth not ſo fetter and icon! 
them ; he doth not ſo- impriſon 
them, but upon theic fallin 
downe he is pleaſed to veleat: 
_them from cheis guile and feares, 
and to deliver them from the power; 
of darkneſſe, into the marvellous libert) 
of tbe Sons of God, 
| Note. Therefore, know this , that 
when God-hatl attained his end, 
he ceaſeth in this way of .legal 
| Operation. 
Queſt. What is his end? will you ſay, 
Sol, I anſwer, his end is in theſe legal! * 


preparations ; 
| 1 To 
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1 To evidence unto a man the 
foulneſle of his heart and life. 
2 To convince him of a to- -*821! 
tall unworthineffe, _ _ 
To produce moſt inward ..,f., * 
diſlizes of ſuch an abominable when God 
thing as lin is. artaincs 
| 4 To mak: a man willing, up. Ms 59 
E on Gods owne conditions, to | 
tak: and receive Chriſt, = 
Theſe are the ends, which be- WP is 
ing in ſome ſooner, in othets (>, 
later, accompliſhed, the Lord in ſome 
doth ceaſe the workings of pre- later. 
paration. 
You know that if a peece of 
-Kone or _— will breake with 
one or two blows , we ſpare the 5; te. 
reſt; and if the Maſſe will an + in [ge 
one dayes firing , wee then let ic 
out, So.8% Bur if yet the knot- 
tineſſe be great, and reſiſtance 
long, then knotty wood muſt 
have iterated blows, and un- 
yeelding metall muſt have the 
greater fire, 
From all this , the doubtfull 
heart may perhaps bee fetcled a- 
K 4 bout 
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bout his eſtate in grace : Aske 
him, Doſt thou love God? I do: 
Serve him with all thy might, in 
all thy wayes? I doe: Reſt up- 
on Jeſus Chriſt ? 1 doe ; Com- 
bat, and war againſt (inne? I do: 


 andyet]1 feare all is not right : 


Why ? Becauſe I never had ſuch 
terrors as others. Now then in- 
forme thy weake judgement , If 
God hath ſhewn anto .thee thy 
finfulneſſe; If hee hath abated 
thee, and emptied thee of thy 
ſelfe ; If finne and thou arenow 
at defiance ; If thou haſt yeelded 
untothe receiving of Chrift up- 
on his owne termes and condi- 
tions, though thy legall prepa- 
rations were not anode to 
others, cither for intention of 
{irengch and meafure, or for ex- 
tention of length and time , yet 
thy condition 'is good and ſafe: 
For that humiliation which is 
accompanied wich theſe iſſaes, is 
aſſure y blefſed and comfort- 
able. If the phyſick carries away 


the humour, though it doe not 
make 


IR I ISO: = oa” _ wal 3 a4 
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make the perſon ſo ſicke, yet it is 


good: And thou h a man want 


a ftorme to drive him to ſhore, 
yet is he ſafe enough , . if he bee 
landed with a ſofter gale and 
tide, 

2: The operations of Craceare 
alſo different and unequall, not-: 
withſtanding that Chriftians 
may have one- common prin - 


ciple, and the ſame externall- 


means of grace, I befeech you: 
obſerve this. - 

1 There-is -one and the ſame- 
(ipecificall) ſeed of regenerating. 


?race in all Chriftians ; the ſame ' 


ſpirit of hokinefſe, of faith, of 
repentance, of. loye, &e.. All 


Chriſtians are bottomed: alike... 


and rooted alike for the ſubſtan- 
tiall part of Grace. - 


2 That many Chriſtians mzy: 
live - urider the ſame meanes of * 


Grace, as many people. doe live' 
under the ſarme light and heat of 


the Sun ; and children under the : 


fame parents. - 


3 That the exerciſcy of their ' 
K-5, graces- 
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graces may yet be different ; Ax 
children having the ſame School, 
Simile, may fit in ſeveratl formes, and 
having the ſame food, may yet 
have ſeverali agilities and abili- 
ties. 

So Chriſtians , who have the 
ſame principles of beleeving and 
repenting, and praying, and do. 
ing, and who have the ſame Mi- 
niftery, and common aſſiftances, 
may yet vary and differ in the 
ative part of graces and duties. 
One may know more then ano - 
ther, one may reſt upon Gods 
Promiſes morg then another, one 
may pray with mere fervency 
then another, one may doe the 
other parts of duty more'then 
another, &c. yet all theſe may 
have truth of grace, and may bce 
ſaved. | 

Therefore know, that inequa- 

lity of holy operation, doth not 

{ſpring from nullity or falſneffe 
Incquliry of Grace, but ſometimes. from 
of holy the variety of particularoccafi- 


hence * ons, ſometiines from the variety 
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of patticular ends, ſometimes 
from the variety of particnlar 
afſiftance. Every Chriſtian. hath 
not alike. 

1 Forcible occafion to exer- 
ciſe his faith and patience : 

Nor ſecondly ,: doth God in-- 
tend every Chriſtian for ſome fin- 
gular ends and ſervices, to which 
hee fits others by the greater im-<- 
provement, andule of their gra- 
ces, T7 
+ 3 Neicher hath every man atall: 
titnes- an equall pale or breath 
of ſpirituall aſſiſtance to en-- 
Hghten him, to excite, and af- 
fe, and dr\F him. I mightalſo 
adde, 

4. Neither doth - every Chri- 
tian ſtir up the gifes and graces- 
in him: he doth not wiſely. on: 
all occaſicns and- motions ime 
prove his ſtock, 

5. Neither hath' every man: 
a like temper and conſtitution, 
which conducerh much-to the 
ations of the ſoule, . 
6 Ntither. doth every calling- 


adw- 


Simile; 


$Iats, 


Iheep, 
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admit unto every Chriſtian thoſe 


| ſpaces, andleafures, and remiſli- 


ons, or vacations-, which ſome 
have to ſet on their heavenly 
frame and-courſe. 

It is-wich true Chriſtians as 
with true men : Every man hath 
a ſoule,. and; faculty from that 
ſoule, andaRions ifſuing out of 
thoſe faculties, yet- every man is 
not equall in the expreſſive wayes 
of nature: So is it with Chriſti- 
ans, all have cruth of grace alike, 
but the exerciſe of it is different 
and perſonall.. 

3 As the aQtions, fo the de- 
grees of Grace amt different : 
Compare Chriſtian with Chriſti- 


, an, :icis-as if you ſhould com- 


pare one branch andlimbe of a 
tree with another; where though 
all be ſet in-one. common root, 
yet their particular meaſures are 
more and lefſe, Or, 8s-if one did 
compare the Starres together, 
where though all be intereſted in 
the heavenly ordez,yet they differ 


among themſelves in reſpe.Rt Os 


magnituds and light, Te 
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Tee are the body of Chrift, (ſaith 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cor.13.27.) and Members. 
members inparticularz this was a * C9r.12. 
glorious and gracious condi- *7* 
tion : But then, verſ. 29. Are all ,g, 

e Apoſtles ? are all Prophets ?. are 

all teackers ?: are all workers of mi- 

yacles ? dee all ſpeak, with tongues ? 

Nay , Eph.4.11. Hee gave ſome Eph.g. 1x. 
Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets , and 

ſome Evangeliſts , and ſome: Paſtors 

and T eachers. 

Now as this holds firm enough 
in various - degrees of ſingular 
gifts for edification , ſo likewiſe 0 = 
it is as evident-in thoſe ſpeciall c,;;0n fo 
graces for fanification .: For , graces for 
Are all in the fold of Chriſt, ſanfifica- 
ſheep ? There are ſome lambesg : *ien are | 
Peter is commanded.to feed both, different . 
(Ergo there are both) Are all .in 
the garden of Chriſt, Cedars? 

There are ſome tender Vines. 
Are all in the houſhold of Chrift, 
Ktrong men? There are ſome 
young , there are ſome babes in 
Chrift too. So Heb.5.13. and . , .. 


1 Job, 2.12413, 1 write anto you _ - g mg 
- [2 
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children, becauſe your fonnes are for- 
given you, and becauſe you bave known 
the Father, You fee little chil- 
dren there, as well as young men 
and fathers; and cheſe children, 
though children , though little 
children, though very tender 


Chriſtians, yet they know the 


OO and they had pardon of 
In. 

Brethren, how exceedingly do 
we diſturb our ſelves with 
doubtings here? Many people, 
through a weaknefle ( I fay no 
more) of jadgement, doe fall 
out with their eſtate and condi- 
rion, moleſt, and*affi&t their 
hearts, cloſe up all againſt them- 
ſelves, ſaſpe&; and fooliſhly rea- 
ſon and argue the nullity of a 
gracious condition, from the im- 
perfetions which they obſerve 
in their graces, from their be- 
hindments in faith,and zeale,and 
forrow,&c. Alrignorant people! 
who are truly induſtrious after 
the great meaſures of Grace, and 
will: not yet quiet their pq , 

© and. 
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and ſtill their doubtings with Note; 


this 3 

1 That ſuch carneſt pantings, 
and inquietations , and unſatiſ- 
fiablenefle cannot but ſpring 
from truchigf grace. 

2 Then, that where grace is in 
truth, though ia the loweſt mea» 
ſace, there the foule hath intereſt 
in Chriſt, in all the Promiſes, in 
G2d, in Heaven, in all. 

Remember this , He who hath 
leaſt in grace, hath not that 
which he would have; and hee 
who hath moſt in grace, hath nov 


that which he ſhould have j and 


he who hath any truth of grace, 
bath enough to change his heart, 
and fave kisſoule, I would +be- 
leeve in that fulnefſe of aff. 
rance and reliance as thou doſt, 
and if Icannot, I will yet be- 
leeve as well as I can, Hee who 
ſaid, O woman , great # thy faith, 
aid alſo to another, not fo 
ſtrong, Thy faith bath ſaved thee. No 
man miffeth of heaven for want 
ef meaſure ,,bug of truch, Our 
| COR9- 


_ 


2083 


Ela. 50.10, 
Light, 


Pſal, 30,59 
Toy. 
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The doubting Chriſtian 
conſolation Iyes much: in the 
comparative degree, but our ſal- 
vation it in the poſitive : Mach 
grace will yeeld anto us here our 
heaven, and any grace, if true, 
will yeeld as heaven hereafter, 

4 The ſeparable fruits of true 
grace are different, not onely if 
you compare one Chriſtian with 
another, but if you compare the 
ſame Chriſtian with himſelfe 
in divers times and: occurren- 
cer, 

I If you compare Chriſtian 
with Chriſtian in reſpe& of com- 
fortables , ic is night with one, 
when it is day with another : 
One goes on heavily opprefled, 
walking in darkxeſſe, ( that is the 
Prophets phraſe, Eſa.50.10.) He 
hath not that ſenfible light of 
divine favour, ( Thou bidſt thy 


face, ſaid David, and T1 was troubled, 


Pſal.30.7.) Hee hath not that 
ſenſible joy or teſtimony of his 
gracious condition, (Reſtore unto 


me the joy of thy ſatvation y Plal.51., 


2.) How many-mqurners 'are- 


there - 
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there in Zion? Many who Ia- 
ment the abſence of favour, of 
Joy, of peace. 

Yet ſome others there are who 
doe beleeve, and doe rejoyce in 
beleeying : They ſee Chriſt in their 
armes, they know whom tbey have be- 
leeved , and rejoyce with joy unſpeak- 
able and glorious, 1 Pet.1.8, 

2 If you compare the ſame 
Chriſtian with himſelfe : For ic 
is with our day of grace, as in 
this of nature, there are man 
eclipſe, many variations, ob, 
how thankfull, how patient,how 
confident ? Bkſſed bee the neme 
of the Lord : AnfA, ſbould wee re- 
cejve good at the bands of God, 
and not evil ? 'And, though be kill 
me,yet wil T truf? in bim : Yetanon, 
how all ſeems to goagaine ! Hee 
curſeth the day of his birth, hee 
argues it with God, and expoſtu- 
lates much about the hardneffe 
of his condition, 

So David, in ſome Pſalms, all 
in joy, all in triumph, all in 
peace; God deals well with him, 
an» 
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2 Tim.1. cy 
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anſwers him , revives him : yet 
preſently wee (hall finde him in 
his teares, in his ſuſpicions, Hath 
(God forgotten to be pracioms ? in (e- 
cret diſputes with his ſad fſoule, 
Why art thou caſt downe , O my ſoule, 
and why art thou diſquieted within me? 

Now this ſenſible change and 
contrariety inthe ſoule, doth no 
more argue the falſeneffe of 
grace, then the goings and com» 
ings of cheerfulneſle in the body 
conclude the want of true life in 
it : The comfortable of grace 
are an overplus of our wages, 
which yetare held 'up- ſometimes 
from the moſt hpright ſervant. 

9 Aninth cauſe of doubtings, 
was, the ignorance of the do- 
&rineof Juſtification : For (you 
remember) that I told you this, 
Thac fenfable guile was trouble- 


ſome, a wounded condition was 


fearfull. When a perſon finds 
Juſt cauſe of feares, many ſinnee, 
undeniable finnes , and looks all 
over himſelfe, and all abroad, 
and can finde no comforter , no 
" one 
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one able to flep in'twixc God and 
his ſoule, no peace-maker , no 
one to lay his burden upon , hee 
- muſt neceiiarily bee perplexed 
with many doubts, For 'the cure 
& remedy of which, be pleaſed to 
conſider of ſome particular Pro- 
poſitions, which I will lay down 
to unfold the buſinefle and com- 
foris of Juſtification unto be- 
leeving penitents; for to theſe 
onely I addrefle my ſpeech. 

1 In Juſtification , our debts 
are charged upon Chriſt : they 
goe upon his accoune, You 
know that in finhe , Chere is the 
vicions and ſtaining quality of it, 
and then. there is the reſulting 
guilt of it, which isthe obligation 
of a ſinner over to the judgement 
ſeat of God, to anſwer for fin. 

Now: this guilt, (in which lies 
our debt.) this is charged upon 
Chriſt : Therefore ( ſaith the 
Apoſtle ) Ged was in Chriſt recon- * CT-5:19 
ciling the world to bimſelfe , not im- 
puting their treſpaſſes unts them : 
And ,; bath made bim 10 be finne for 


I, 
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us, who knew no finue. You know 
in Law,the wives debts are char- 
ged upon the husband; and if the 
debtor be diſabled , then the cre- 
ditor ſues the ſurety. Fidejaſſor, 


$S imile. 


or ſarety, and Debiter in Law, are * 


Heb.7.22; Teputed as one perſon : Now 
Teſus made Chriſt is our Fidejuſſor, He is made 
4 furety of finne for w,laith the Apoſile : For 
«beter ug, (i. Yvice noſtra, or loco noſtro, (i.) 
Telenent. ;1, our ftead, A ſurety for us, one 
Fidejuſſor, Who put our ſcores on his-ac- 
counts , our burden on his (houl- 
Eſa. 53.4.5 der : So the Prophet, Eſa.5 3. He 
beth borne our griefes, andcarried our 
forrowes. How ſo? He was woun- 
ded for our tranſpreſſions , be was 
braiſed for our iniquities : (i.) Hee 
ftood in our ſtead, hee tookeup- 
on him the anſwering of our 
ſfinnes, the ſatisfying of our 
debts, the clearing of our guilt, 
and therefore was it that he was 

ſo bruiſed, 8&c. 
Lev.15,z1 You remember the Scape-goar, 
Scape- Upon bis bead, all the iniquities of 
goat, Crhbecbildren of Iſrael, and all their 
tranſgreſſions, in alltheiy ſinnes, were 
4 . con- 
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confeſſed ard put. And the Giet did +2. 


beare upen bim al/their iniquities, &c. 
What is the meaning ef this ? 


213 


Surely Jeſus Chrift, upon whom Chriſt. 


our fannes were laid , and who 
alone dyed for the ungodly, and 
bare our burdens away. There- 
fore the Beleever in the ſenſe of 
guile ſhould runne unto Chrift, 
and offer up his blood unto ghe 
Father , and ſay, Lord, it is true, 
I owe the? ſo much , yet Father 
forgive me, remember that thine 
owne Sonne was my ranſome, his 
blood was the price , hee was my 
ſurety, and undertook to anſwer 
for wy finnes; I beſeech thee ac- 
cept of his attonement , for hee 
is my Surety, my Redemption; 
Thou muſt be ſatisfied, but Chriſt 
hath ſatisfied thee, not for him- 
ſelfe , what finnes had he of his 
owne? but for mee, (gracious 
Father ) they were my debts 
which he ſatisfied forz and looke 
over thy book,and thou ſhalt find 
is ſo,for thou haſtſaid, Hee was 
made ſin for #s,and that be was woun- 
ded for our tranſgreſſions, Now 
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Now this is a great ſtay, a great 


comfort, that we our ſelves are 
not tg make up our accounts and 
reckonings, but that Chriſt hath 
cleared twixt us and God ; there- 


Epheſ.1- 7 fore it is ſaid, Epbeſ. 1.7 that in 


bis bloud we bave redemption, even the 
forgiveneſſe of ſins. 

2 In Juſtification, the belee- 
ving penicent hath an univerſall 
A VVhat is that ? Thac 
is, when a man is in Chriſt, when 
he is a true beleever, he doth not 
then receive a particular acquit- 
tance from (ſuch or ſuch fins, but 
an yniverſa]l diſcharge from all 
the fins he hath committed. You 
know the promiſe, Fer. 33. 8. / 
will pardoy all their iniquitres whereby 
they bave firmed,. and whereby they 
bave tranſpreſſed. againſt me. 9. And 
it ſhall be to me a name of joy, a praiſe 
and bonour, &c. 

Therefore David ſpeaking of 
Gods fulnefſe, and extent of par- 
doning, and remitting mercy, he 


Pla: 85. 2 faith, Pſal 85. 2. T bou baſt forgiven 


the iniquity of thy people, thou beſt co- 


vered 
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vered all their fins, Selah. VVhich 
covering of all fin, is in ſenſe the 
ſame with the Apoſtles not impu- 
ting of fin, Rom.q.apd 2 Cor. 5. 

Thiz is a true axiome, Peccate 
non minuunt juſtificatienem ; Though 
{ins be different, yet juſtification 
isnot. V Vhen the Lord God ju- 
ſtifies a perſon; the different qua- 
lities and circumſtances of former 
ſins doe not hinder their pardon, 
and diſcharge, You know that 
one may with a pen crofle a great 
ſamTme as well as a little ſumme ; 
and a King can give a pardon not 
only for petty offences, but alſo 
for rebellions and treaſons, and 
ſo he doth many times. Ir is 
therefore an obſervable paſſage in 
Holy VVrit, that there is ſcarce a 
fin in any kind, but we may read Note. 
the blotting of it unto a belee- 
ving and repenting perſon, viz, 

Originall fhnne, which was the Jurigcari. 
great deluge of our. aatures, and on reach- 
the firſt fire which inflamed theeth 3ll 
whole world of mankind,yet this _ of 
{in was pardoned to Adam. _ 


Drun- 
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Drunkenneffe , another finne 
which the Apoſtle ( in 1 Co7.6.8.) 
raiſeth to the height of eternall 
ſeparation, yet was it pardoned to = 

Noab, a belecving penicent, 
Lying, another fin, which isof 
it-ſelfe apt to locke the gates of | 


heaven, ( Rev. 22. 15.)yet was 


it pardoned to Abrabam, the Fa- | 
ther of the faichfull. 7 

Inceft,that unnaturall commix- 3} 

tare, yet pardoned to Lot. | 
Murder, a crying finne, and A- 

dultery, a fearcfull fin, yec both 

rarer unto a repenting and 
leeving David. 

Idolatry,that angering and pro- | 
voking fin, a fin which unthrones 
God, and makesa god, yet par- 
doned unto Salomon. 

VVhat ſhould I mention more ? 
Impatience, a finne, yet pardo- 
ned to Fot. Y 

Pafhon, a finne, yet pardoned 
to Foxab. 
. Denialof Chriſt,againſt know- 
ledge and reſolution, a high ſin, 
( and ſuch as a Donatifſt upon no 
FRE. ; cermes 
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ermes would admit, as capable 
df a re-acceptation _) yet graci- 
ouſly pardoned to Peter. 
Pertecuting of the Goſpell of 
hriſt, blaſphemy, and compel- 
Sling of others to blaſpheme (.e.) 
Finjuriouſly, and deſpicefully to 
oppoſe Jeſus Chriſt, his VVord, 
XX his Members; O how piercing 
A and bleeding a ſin ! yet pardoned 
Jf to Paxl, he obtained mercy, 

= Oppreſſion and Covetouſuefle, 
by which a man doth ſucke the 
bloud and life of others, yet par= 
doned to Zachews. 


finde it releaſing all ſorts of deb- 
tours. Take one place for all, in * 
Levit. 4. where the Lord goes 0- 
ver all forts and diviſions of (in- 
ners, and appointed offeripgs for 
themall , and proclaimes pardon 
tothem all, viz. Firſt, the Prieſts, 
ver. 3. Then ſecondly, the whole 
Congregation, ver, 13. and 20, 
Then thirdly, a Ruler, ver.22 ,25, 
Then 


Nay yet once more, as you may And all 
ſee pardon in Juſtification, relex- ſorts of * 
ſing all ſorts of debts, ſo you ſhall d<vters- 
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Then- fourthly, any one of the; 
common people, verſe 27, 23 Mei 
3T, &c. % 
Under which foure rankes, he 
drawes in all forts and conditi- ', 
ons of men ; ard not only ap- "© 
points a fin-offering for them al!, 
but alſo accepts of the ſame; by | @ 
which, what is elſe meant but the Gia, 
power and efficacy of the bloud A 
of Chrift, by which all ſorts of: 
{ins are pardoned to all ſorts of i 


belceving and repenting ſinners? |% 


Ah Lord! will many a perſon! && 
cry out, Why? what is the mat-'W7 
ter? Why art thou ſo heavie? ;Þ 
Why? ſuch and ſuch a fin here- x 
toſfore., IF | 

I reply, Is there not a Juſtifica- 
tion ? Yes: And how comes (inne | | 
to be pardoned ? Is it not by the Il 
bloud of Chriſt ? Yes : But theſe 
were great fins; and did Chrifl 
dye for the expiation of little ſins 
only ? What, did he fatisfie for 
infirmicies only, and not for e- 
normitiesalſo ? And doth Chrift 
indeed leave the greateſt debts for 

us 
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he: to cleare ? Or cannot faithkre-; 
\Wive the acquicance of greae ſins, 
= well as indeliberated f(innes ? 
ne ZW as not the ſinne-offering for all 
- Þrts of perſons ? And have not 
2M ſorts of (fins come within the 
J b_ ', 2clamation ? No, Nog my bre- 
iren, Juſtification { withoue all 
floubt ) croſſeth che-book. Thou 
Art a debtor, ſaich God : I am, 
T.ord, Gaith the penigent, I ac- 
Knowledge my{it1ns; and am ſorry 
; Wor my tranſgreſſions, but Iwnend 
o run on the 1core nb \ Jonger. 
'\FThou art a debtor, ſaith God; x 
am, Lord, ſaith the Beleever,and 
' F thou haſt faid; If any man fn, bee 
Y bath .an Advocate mith the Rather , 
1 eſs Chriſt the righteous, and be is 
('Y the propitiation for ſinner, 2nd I be= 
IE leeveon him Lord; T take him 
ta be my {in-offcring, and in: his 
bloud only I ſeek for pardon-and 
redemption from all my fins; this 
were the way to ſuppert our 
ſelves againſt our many'8:ftrong 
donttings about-pardon of fins ; 
Yet the Lord: knowes :1 have re» 

L 2 pented 


! Joh, 2.8 
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pented of them, and I doe beleey 
in Jefus Chriſt for thepardon 0 
them, I heare and know that he i 
the Mediator of the New Teſt © 
ment, and that his bloud Catisfired 
for all ſorts of debtors, and debt” 
too; though one fin may differ * 
from another, yet his merit and 
ſatisfation differs not from it 
ſelfe, but is all-ſufficient ; and? 
therefore 1 acknowledge the debt, 8 
and reſt on his bloud for a full * 
diſcharge, ; 

3 Diſcharges in Juſtification. 
are not repeale d, they are not cal-!! 
led in againe, Peccata non redeunt,\ 

{ i. e. ) Subſequent/ fins and falls} 
doenot nullifie and evacuate for-* 
mer grants and. pardons : for as; 
much as I. Pardon of fin ſprings |: 
from ſpeciall love and mercy, } 
which alter not their conſigned 
ats. 2, Itis founded in an un- 
alterable, and abſolute, and con- 
ſtant ſatisfation; for {inne is not 

pardoned for any dignity in the 

perſon. In the perſon pardoned, 
there is no reaſon or cauſe of 
par- 
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M:rdon, but that is in the blood 
cen Chiiſt, which blood alters and 
| of@flens,, andabates not, though 
c 1 ar carriages do. 
1; "WW Hence: it is that pardon of 
fla; Wnne in Juſtification , is ſtiled the 
bt "Wor ting out of the band-writing, Col. 
Tr 9. 14. If a writing bee blurred a 
nd - Ficele,and ſomewhat blotted, yet 
ic Wc may be read; but if it blotted 
d Four, itisno more legible, and 
t, who can be called to account up- 
|| Fov record when the writings are 
dblicerated ? The fame phraſe is 
1. Fuſed, Eſa.44:22. I bave blotted out 
| Þ « «tbicke cloud thy tranſgreſſions, and 
IF © «cloud tby fins. Where me thinks 
7X ſomething elſe falls in to our 
comfort, viz. That God himſelfe 
doth blot -out. Though an un- 
der officer ſhould blot out an in- 
ditment, that perhaps way help 
nothing; but when the King doth: 
it, who is-chicfe Judge, then the 
inditment cannot returne. 

Now it is-the Lord: himſclfe 
who doth blot out tranſgreſſions; 
he doth it, who onely hath 
L 3 pow-- 
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power of life and death, of con-4 
demning or abſolving, * 
In like manner , ghere.is ano, 
ther phraſe, Mica. 7.19, Ting 
wilt ceft-a7 their fimes inte th 
aepths of the ſea. It a thing wer: 
caſt into a river which mighe be '* 
fathomed;,, then ic might be 
brought up againe ; or if it were | 
caft upon the ſea onely, - yet it-/ 
might be diſcerned, and taken uy 
-againe ; but when ic is in the 
depths, caſtinto the depths , the 
bottome of the ſea , now it cat» 
not be fathomed up again. . 4 
By which Metaphor the Lord \: 
intends to- exprefſe unto us the | 
powerfull energy of 
mercy, that our finnes fhall rife þ 
no move againſt us; Hee will |: y 
Cleaze themia , thatthey (being | 
once forgiven) (hall come on the | 
account no more : Hee will | 
drowne their guile, that ic ſhall 
not come -up againſt us before | 
him the ſecond time, 
Therefore Pax! diſcourfing of 
Juſtincation , Rom.4, He uſeth | 
another 
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nother phraſe to exprelſe this 
IÞ dint, verſ-7. Bleſſed are they whoſe 
I. ; juities are forgiven, and whoſe fins 
'=F&re covered. Cuvered : Covering 
the 28s ſuch an aRion which is oppo- 
ww d to diſcloſure, and jJudiciall 
va evidences, and'ro be covered, is 
>*Yo be hid ſo, andcloſed, as nor 
MR Foappeare with 2 judiciall guilc 
on it. 
# Now the Lord here is ſaid to 
IF cover finnein Juſtification + What 
& is that? Thatis, the Lord will 
'& looke on thoſe finnes no more 
['S with ajudiciall eye, he w;l! not 
call them to account any more, 
that is the + meaning of the 
phraſe. 

As when a Prince reads over 
many Treaſons, and meets with 
ſach and ſuch which he hath par- 
doned. he reads on, hee paſſeth 
by , hee now takesno notice 'of 
them, he is nor ſtirred , he ſends 
fot ont againſt thoſe whom hee 
hath pardoned : So, &c. This is 
for God to cover finne, viz.not to 
looke on the ſinne pardoned 
L 4 with 
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with ajudiciall eye, It is not, a: * 
ſome moſt empty and dull head; 
fancie it, God doth not ſee (inne 3 


at all, and hecannot. Of all the $ 


opinions in the world, this i x 
the moſt ridiculous and childiſh ® 
ro men who beleeve an All-ſeeing 7 


God : Bat to cover finne, isnot 
fimply not to ſee it, but to looke *F 


it over as it were, and not to fit 3 
or ſtand upon it with a judicial ': 
eye, (i.) to account for pardo» ' 


ned fins no more. 
H:nce in the New Covenant, 


God promiſing to juſtifie , or to | 


pardon (in , he ſaith notovely, / 


As theGo- 
ſp-1 needs 
to be gi- I**s: , « 
ven but is, if I once forgive their finne, I 
once, ſo 2 willnot forgive it againe, it ſhall 
mans fin not need againe to be forgiven, 
nee 's but \1\ce ſhall ſerve the turne , I will 


I will remember their finne no more, 
Jer.31.34. What is that? That 


one to be . 
forgiven, F*member it no more, The mean- 


ences ings, it ſhall quite bee forgot- 
enough, ten, I will no more plead with 


becauſe if them for what I have once par- 


once,then 
for eycr, doned. I 


will forgive their iniquity,but addes, . 


a 


WF his may be loſt and got, and the 
*X a&s of faith concerning the par- 


© ticular pardon of a-particular (| 1,4, n 


Fs. 
(8 
& x 
% 

4 


refolved.” 225 
- Lcconfeſſe, that the ſenſe, and* 
fruit, and affurance of a fin par- 
daned, this may (redire) returne; Note. - 


The = 


prehenhon-* 


E fin, nay do.ſo,butGods juſkifying is variable 


aR,his pardoning a is a free and and yet the - 


+ conſtant aR : Otherwiſe it hee pardon it * 


e's isim«- 


ardoned us reſpe&ively-npon an 
"ſolute lelfecion beg th ER 
there were. no fleſh living that - 
could be juſtified. Den 
4 Diſcharges in Juſtification : 
reach not onely to the guilt, bur 
allo to. the conſequents of guilt : 
for it is a. true rule, 7aſtificatio And, re- 
tolit penalia. Therefore ſaith the mſſa cu'p7; » 
Apoſtle, Rom.8. 1. .T bere #0 cons Tm 
demnatiou to them that axe in Chriſt 9% . 
eſus, You know that if the bo-- 
dy falls, then the (hadow- which - 
attegds:the body., that.falls too; - 
and if. the. debt: bee diſeharged, 
the priſon. is diſcharged. . Weer: 
have bythe blood. of . Chriſt the - 
forgiycnelſe: of our fines; and. 
therefore: the remiſſion of: all ſa- - 
L:.5: tisfyingg 
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risfying puniſhment : Why: elf" D! 
doth the Apoſtle ſay, Gal.3.13,,; 
Cbrift bath redeemed us from thi curſe! 
6f the Law, being made a curſe for w? 
As Chriſt is ſaid to be made ſin: 
for us, 2 Core 5. ſo is hehere ſaid 2 
tO bee made a curſe for w. Hee x 3 
made finne for us ; by takingup- 
on him: the guilt of <ul finnes; 
and he is made a curſe for us, by .; 
bearing: that wrath and paniſh- 3 
ment- which was due to us, be- -? 
cauſe of our (ins, ; 

Nay, let mee ſpeaks a bold | 
truth; To have finne remitted, 
and yet to be expoſed to puniſhs | 

ment, { I ſpeake onely of ſatisfy- * 
ing puniſhment) cannot ſtand ? 
with that unfpotted juſtice of | 
God; forno-men is juſflypuniſhed | 7 
but byreaſon of funſatisfied guilt. 

(In peccato - fundatur reatns pane, |; 
ſaith - Aquinas well, ) Now” if 2 

Chrift hath fully and perfetfty - 

ſatisfied for the guile,then puniſh- 

ment hath no groand,' unlefle we 
will (ay that God will pr iſh for 
that which is -already. ſarivfied, 

os: 
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2 


>r that Chriſts ſatisfaction Is not 
otall, but partiall, (i.) he (atis- 
MM fied for a part, and lett ſome parts 
#Jof ſatifying puniſhment to us, 
r which is theopinion of the Papiſts 
tor their humane fatisfaRions. 

2 But todcrawup againe; What 
- a comfortable ſtay and ſupport is 
this untoa diftre(ſed foule, totee 
F and findeall in Chriſt? When a 
perſon brought to the 'true {1ght 
and ſenſe of iinne, and loathing 
and forſaking of it, and to the 
giving of himſelfe up unto Chriſt 
ſhall b-hold his many fore- palt 
guilts, and fee thefe charged upon 
Chritt, nay and © diſcharged 
by Chcift; nay and fo diſcharged 
that they (hail never bee charged 
upon him 2gaine; nay and all the 
conſequents of guilt removed, 
ſothac Chitiſt bath ſet him at ]:- 
berty , he hath mage him a free= - 
min , and that again(t a}! Satans 
accuſations; hee may hold one 
the blood of Chrilt , which will 
anfwer all; I am a ſinner, but 
Chriſt was made ſin for me ; 1 de- 
{crve 


4 


L 
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ſerve danmation , but Chriſt was 
made a curſe for me, If Beleevers ' 
didskill the nature, and extent 
and vertues of remiſſion by the } 
blood of Chriſt; if they did 
kaow, and were pofſeſſed more 
with-this part of Juſtification, they | 
would ftrengthen their faith, and 
their comfort more; and their 
doubtings and fears would (inke 
more, Be of good comfort, thy ſinnes 
are forgiven thee, 

5' One ching more, which I 
had almoſt forgotcen , fals in, 
which-is this, That the ſubſtan- 
tiall part of Juſtification is alike 
to all Beleevers, Whar is that? It 
1s this, God'for the blood of 
Chriſt-doth not onely charge the 
fans of ſtrong beleevers on Chritt; 
but of- weake beleevers too, and 
theſe onely- are not diſcharged, 
but thoſe alſo, True faith in-any 
degree, may taKe out all the be- 
pefits-of Juſtification. For as Ju= 
ſtihcation doth not admit of de= 
prees, no more is it made over to- 


the degrees ,. but. to the truth . of 
faich.; 
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faith : So that not onely- 4brg- 
ban, . the- father of the faithfull, 
who was ſtrong in faith, but the 
father of the childe , who cryed 
out with tears, 1 beleeve, helpe 
mine unheleefe, he alſo hath all the 


reall intereſts, the very ſame reall 


intereſts in the blood of Chriſt. 

You know the arme hath not 
an intereſt in the head and in- 
fluences therof, becauſe ic is big, 
or becauſe it is ſtrong ,. but be- 
cauſe it is a member, by reaſon 
whereof the leaft finger, and 
weakeſt member doth alſo claime 
and hath a ſhare, So becauſe eye- 
ry Beleever by true faich js made 
a member of Chriſt, hee hath 
therefore a - concurrent. (hare in 
the blood of Chriſt in the Juſti- 
fication purchaſed by Chriſt. 

And therefore it -is-a- weaker 
argument of weake beleevers to 
deny, or-doubt their diſcharge by 
Chriſt. 

True, ſay they,Chriftis a ſtrong 
Saviour, and hath ſtrong merits, 
and. by him: is pardon. of finne, 


anc: 
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and by his Name a perſon is juſti- | 
fied , but this is onely for men of 
ſtronger faith then mine. 

Doe not deceive, nor unneceſſa- 
rily afflit thy (elfe , Chriſt hath 
done {great matters for great lin- 
ners, and a weake faith isa joynt 
poffeflor,though no faith can be a 
joynt purchaſer of fins remiſſion, 

And thus have I briefly infor- 
med you with ſome notions 
abour-that part of Juftification, 
which reſpe&s our tinnes; there 
is yet another part, which re- 
ſpets our graces and duties ; 
from the weakneffe and mixcure 
of which, doe ariſe many doubt- 

ings,and (uch as are not to be: dil- 
puted down by any thing in our 
felves, but onely to be anſwered 

with che dodrine of Jaſtitication. 

Q, ſaith the humbled ftnner , 

and experienced in himſelte, 

wht a broken eftate is here! 
what an imperfe& draught of has 

linefſe ! My very light is dim, 

and in all my dutiesthere is yec 

undutifulneſſe; my righteouſneſle 
is 
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is defeAive, in my faith mach 
unbeleefe, in my prayers mach 
coldnefle, irreverence, diftraRtie 
on ; and when I have ſorrowed 
for my finnes, I may even grieve 
for grieving no more, and may 
bate my-ſelfe, that I cannot- 
otherwiſe hate my finances ; How 
can I tand before God, who is of 
purereyes then to behold Gnne ? 
Will the Lord accept-of ſuch a 
perſon, of ſuch diſcharging of- 
duties?&c. 

Ler me ſtop the complaint; and 
cloſe up the doubtings with a 
little more inlargemene of the 
doftrine of Juſtification : There- 
fore remember, 

L Our perfons fand not be= 
fore God in their owne] righ- 
teouſneſſe, nor our owne ler- 
vices in their ; owne ftrength. 
Indeed the Lord requires holineſs 
inoarnaures , and holy dutics 
from ns; we'are his children, we 
are his people, therefore wee 
ſhould bee holy -as our Father is 
holy, therefore the people of /his 

| Pſtare 
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paſture ſhould ſerve him. An un« 
holy Belecver were a monſter up» | 
on earth, and an undatifull ſonne 
is a plaine unbeleever; for though, } 
Chriſt did, dye for. thoſe who 
were once rebellious, yet he dyes | 
for none to make them licenti- | 
ous; So that holinefle; inherent 
grace is abſolutely required to 
ſalvation, 

To ſalvation I ſay, 

But to Juftifrcation In no wile, 
What is that ? Thar is,. though a 
ma n cannotbe ſaved without in- 
herent holineffe, yet ig he not jus 
ſtifed by ic ; when he comes to 
account it with'God, he may not 
ſay this, Lord, loe, here am1, ſee 
if there be any fin in.-my perſon, 
or defe& in my holinefſe; I have 
pot offended thee, I nced not any 
kelp, any mercy ; my heart is ec- 
tally.cleane; and:my duties -per- 
formedatall cimes in every-re- 

for matter: and-manner to 
the full as thou .requireſt : Entee 
into erg m_ thou 
pleaſeſt; Iavill bee:tryed/by. my. 
owncholinefle. PsS 2: But « 
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2 But in the righteouſneſfſe of 
Chrift, J defire, ſaith Paxl, to be 
found in bim, not baving my erwne 
ripbteouſneſſe, which is of the Law, 
but that Wbich is through tbe faith of, & cal- 
Cbri#t, the righteouſneſſe which is of 1,4 no4 2, 
God by faith, Phil. 3. 9. See more if the at 
in Rem.5. 19. 1 Cor. I. 30. 2 Cor. of faith 
5. 2T, wh Ars % 

There is ſuch a thing as the "7 
* righteouſneſſe of faith; it is rightoul” 
none other then the righteouſ- that a& is 
nefſe of Chriſt : ( we thinke little but 1. An 
of it, we make little uſe of ir; \Pperiet 
thereis a kind of Popery in us wan, Hoy 
much on our righteouſnefle- for a pact of in- 
Juſtification ) and when we are becent hq. 
to be pronounced juft and righ- _ : 
teous, when either we or our fer- war 
vices expeR acceptation, it is in 1, 1, wa 
and by that righteouſneffe of Je- hold = 


ſus Chriſt. makes us 
VVhence two things ariſe to - fy unto 

keep doubcings and feares off , IE ws 

vos culnefſe 


x That though our holinefle gf refus 
be weak, yet Chriſts is firong ; Chriſt, 
that 
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that righteouſnes which juftifies,'s 


And ſo ir fql,.Whenwe look upon our ſelves, 


muſt bezcr 
elle we 
could not 


Ah Lord ! thinke we, How ſhall 
we appeare before God! How 


traly be Will he accept of us! Sach poore 
repared 


juſt, 


ſuch weak, ſuch finfall, hollow 
people | | anſwer, Chriſts righ. 


treoutnetle is fall, his Coate was | 


ſeamlefle ; ours is made up, and 
firangely cut, bur his righteou!- 
nefle is compleat, and; He is made 
unto as righteouſneſſe, yea, and that 
of God, 2 Cor. I. 30. Godbath ſer 
him out to beour righteouſneſle, 
and he juſtifies us by ic. 

2: Though our ſervices be weak, 
yot-wee are juſtified by Chriſts 
ri ©: eAaron was to 


" 
| beare'the iniquity of the boly offerings, 


Exed.28. 38, Their holy offerings 
had ſome unholy mixtures ; but 
Aaron was to beare them, (7. e.) he 
was to take the iniquſities away 
from them, and to make the offc- 
rings accepted. 

Chriſt is this Aaron, who by his 
righteoufnefle covers all the ble- 
miſhes, makes up all the _—_ 

+ 


EC; 


refalved. 
ſes in holy duties. 

Thereforemy brethren, in all 
our approaches to God, we fhould 
not doubr. It is the Apoſtles own 
argument, Heb, To. 21. Having 
fucb an Hiph-Prieft over the bouſe of 
Ged, 22. Let us draw neare wi.h a 
true beart, in full aſſurance of faith. 
And ver, 23. Let us bold faſt the pri 

feſſien of our faith without wavering, 
- &c. It is av if the Apoſtle had faid, 
If men did know what a Chriſt 
they have; what z full ri 
nefle there is (i him, whac hee 
doth with - it, How he jultifies 
their perſons,” and jultifies thee 
fervicespleadefor , beautt- 
fiesthem, Ingratiates them with 
the Father,they would not doubt 
ſo much gs they doe, they would 
be better perſwaded of God; 
on, they come and pray anto 

im. 

L remember the Apoſtle hath 
an excellent phraſe in Heb. g. 24: 
chat Chrzſi do apptare for us.'It is a 
Metaphor from a Lawyer; If a 
man Lark a Cole, he goes to his 
Laws 
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Lawyer, and reports all te him, 
defires him to undertake the 
whole buſinefſe, and upon the 


committing of the Caſe co him, | 
he appears for his Plaintiffe,opens | 
the Caſe, pleads for him before | 
the Judge, and the Cauſe is car- | 
ried : So is it with Chrift, he ap- | 
peares forus ( 5.e. ) When a poor | 


ſinner, a weak beleeyer comes to 
him, and _ his condition, his 
wants, his infirmities, Chriſt un- 
dertakes for him, he pleads for 
him, (he eyer lives co make in- 
m_ 10n:) hee moves ogg 
in his behal out hi . 
teoulſneſle , og nn 
rits , and what hee did and 
ſuffered for him, &c, And thus 
doth Chrift for every particular 
ſervice, duty, and prayer for him 
who beleeves on him. 

Thetenth cauſe of doubtings, 
was, diſputation againſt the Pro- 
miles, 

O, ſaith the troubled and fear- 
full ſoule, all theſe promiſes 


Which you produce, and apply to 


| reſolved. 
my condition, they are nothing 
to me, they belong nor to me; 
There is indeed goodnefle, and 
truth , a wonderfull worth in 
them, and they ſaic with my con- 
dition exatly, but 1 may not lay 
hold on them ; I ſhould bat pre- 
ſame to take the bread which be- 
longs to children, but not ta 
dogs, not to ſuch a finner as Iam, 

Good Chriſtian, doe but track 
thine owne ſpirit, or the ſpiric of 
any diftreſſed in Conſcience,thou 
ſhal finde this to be che laſt hold 
uſually of unbeliefe, namely, a 
reaſoning againſt Gods Promiſes; 
the which reaſoning is ſometimes 
through meere tenderneffe of fpi- 
rit ; as when the ſoule hath argu- 
_—_—_ cO it _ of that force, to 
repreſent a preſent incapacity of 
_ ood which God 5 hes 
miſed, and till they be removed, ic 
dares not lay hold on the Promi- 
ſes; but if they could be ſatisfied, 
ther-ic is drawne in to beleeve : 
But ſometimes there is a rea- 
ſoning -againft the Promiſes , 
through 
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through wilfulnefle of ſpiric, as 

when all the argumems of a 
doubting ſinner are ſo clearly re- 
ſolved, and anſwered by the ex- Þ 
preſſe words of God, that the pers * 
{on cannot gain-ſay it; yet the ® 
perſon rather bends ſill again 


the Pcomiſes, then labours co ho- |g bu 
nour Godin them by beleeving. | th 
This later reaſoning is an itratio« ll ©0 
nall way, and unworthy of our th 
abetting ; I ſhould thinke ſuch a tl 
Chriſtians doubtings, to arife ras A 
ther from a fixed and heavie me- d 


lancholly, then any other ſpeci- . 
all cauſe. Neverthelefle, lomewhat | 
to belp the other . Chriſtian. -who' 
argues and reaſoneth againſt che 
Pcomiles, meerly. out of tender- 
nefle,and fear of his right& cicle, 
I would commend a few things to 
his con{(ddexation. ,.... - 

x: No\fpirituall,good is furthe- 
red, nor evill weakned by kee 
ing the ſoule and Gods Promiles 
aſunder. Tell me ſeriouſly, Is got 
all our help for ſoyle and hody 
(in the full and whole laticaide of 


it ) 
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t) couched in Gods Promiles ? 
re they not our wells of falvati- 
on, and breafts of conſolation, our 
unne and ſhield? and whar veſlcl 
*Fhach a poore (inner to draw with 
2X out of thoſe wels? what mouth 
Z hach he to milk out thoſe breaſts 
&# bur faith ? It is faith which knics 
8 the Promiſes and our conditions 
together ; it is faith which makes 
them to meet each other; and till 
the Promiſes meet ( in their ver- 
tue andinfluence ) with this con- 
dition of thy ſoule, thou ſhalt ne- 
ver be helped or bettered by them: 
Till the plaifter and the wound 
doe meet, it wil never be an help» 
ing nor -healing plaiſter. Thou 
ſhalt be ( ati eras ) as thon waft, 
and the promiſe ſhall be (4b erat) 
where it was, it ſhall: neyer doe 
thee goodtill thou doſt apply it. 
2 It is belecving which muſt 
cleare our ticle, O, ſaith the Chri- 
ſtian, if I knew that the promiſes 
belonged unto me, I would then 
teleeve; I anſwer, 
Firſt, this is 7a prepoſterous 
courſe 
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courſe, and utterly impoſſible ; as 
if there could be any wel-groun- 
ded perſwaſton of our intereſt, 
before we have any ſuch intereſt, 
No, but perſonall perſwaſion is 
a conſequent work, it cannot be Þ 
the antecedent or leading worke, 
You muſt buy the Lands, before 
you cati be perſwaded that they | 
are yours. 

But ſecondly, if ever you would 
cleare your title to the promiſes, 
you muſt then belceve; for it is 
faith which doth inticle you, and 
gives you intereſt and propriety. 
As the Apoftle ſpake of a great 
good, After yee beleeved, yee were 
ſealed with the boly ſpiris of promiſe, 
_ 1.13. that I ſay in this caſe; 
It ever you would + perſwaded 
that God ſeales his Promiſes unto 
you, then doe you firft put your 
ſeale unto the Promiles : Beleeve, 
and chen thou ſhalt ſee the good 
of them to be thy good. 

3 The ground of a Chriſtians 
beleeving Gods Promiſes, mult 
not be in him who is to pp'y 

them. 
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em,bat'only in him who makes 


ls, and labyrinths,and+ fill di- 
refſeth ns, that we ſet up the 
rounds of faith in our ſelves, and 
ot in God,” We are loath to ac- 
nowledge that the ſole ground 
bf belceving is to be found only 
n that God who promiſeth. 

[c is ſaid of Abrazzm.when God 
promiſed him a childe in his old 


Get ; But how came he ſo to doe ? 
J the Text faith, Toat be conſidered not 
his owne bedy row d:ad, when he was 


about an hundred yeares old, nor. 


the deadneſſe of Sarahs Wombe 3 bur 
he conſlid:xed him who had pro- 


miſed, and. was perſwaded thar . 
what 'hee bad promiſed, hee was * 


able alſo roperforme; Why ? This 
is the right courſe to elicite, or 
draw out our beleeving : We muſt 
not conſider our ſelves, but wee 
muit coniider him who promife= 
eth : Our reaſons of beleeving 
muſt be found in him alone on 
whom we arerto beleere. 

| M T heres 


em. O! this is ic which gra- 


age, that by faith be gave glory 19 Rom. 4.20 


VCr.19 


ye:.2t 
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Therefore I beſeech you to te 
member, that the Promiles 0 
God are not only objeRs of faith, 
but they are alſo grounds of be 
leeving : They dce not only con. 
raine excellent good for us, but 
likewiſe the motives to beleeve 
that good. Befides the goodnife 
in them which reſpc&ively an- 
{ſwers our conditions, and the 
preſenting of that goodnefle un- 
tous by way of gift, there is all 
reaſon conjoyned with thele, to | 
affc& our Co to lay hold on WM ox 
them, namely, 

1 A graciouſneſſe,that the Lord 
will freely, and for his own ſake 


mY OO 


2 A fidelity, that the Lord who 
hath graciouſly promiſed, will al- 
ſo faithfully performe, 

And 3..Sufficiency of power in 
God, to make good usrto us what- 
ſoever word of goodnefle is gene 
out of his lips. 

So that from all theſe, a Chri- 
ſtian againſt all his doubting 


may yet {ce ground to He 
che 


2 ht el Oe  *& 


| 


- 
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he Promiſes of God ; becauſe, 

1 The Promiſes are the De- 
lJarations of God for good un= 
0 uf, 

2 They are willing Declarati- 
dns, ariſing only from the good 

ll of our God. 

3 He diſpenſeth the good in 
hem to finners freely, wichour 

any worthinefle or deſert on their 
DACts. 

4 There is not any goodpro- 
miled, which God is not willing 
or ableco make good. 

Laſtly, lec any perſon belceve 
on them, and he ſhall confeſle, 
that faithfull is that God who 
promiſed, and that that God who 
hath promiſed cannot lye. 

But now on the contrary, If 
you looke for grounds of belee- 
ving in and from your ſelves, ic 
cannot be that ever your hearts 
ſhould be free from doubtings ; 
It either you make your owne 
worthineſſe the cauſe of belee- 
ving, you ſhall never come to be- 
leeve: This were not to. receive 

M 2 good 
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good from God, - burto buy a nd | 
purchaſeit; and it is ablolurely a. 
gainſtthe nature of free prom. 
ics, as allo againſt the diſpolition 
of true faith, which empties-us of 
our ſelves, and ſeeth the cauſe of 
all our good to be only in him 


| who is All-goodnefle, 


E(4. 55, 1 


Orif you think that you muſt 
firſt finde the good in your ſelves 
which yee are to fetch from the 
Pcomiles ,. you cannot then be- 
leeve, you. muſt unavoydably 
doubt ſtil] ; becaulc ir is impoſl:- 
ble for a finper, or a needy Chri- 
ſtian, ever co draw his helps out 
of himſelfe,or to ptevent the pro 
miles of God. As he cannot de- 
{crve any good from God promi- 
ſing,fo he cannotbring any good 
to Gods promiſes. Ho, every one 
thar thirſteth, come yee tothe waters , 
ſaith the Prophet, and be that bath 
no money's Come yee, buy and eat, yea 
come, buy wine and milk Without myny, 
and witbont price. It thou be a thirſty 


perſon, here isall proviſion freely 


for thee, 


$4 4 Ano* 


reſolved. | 
4 Another thing which 1 
would commend alſo to doub- 
ting Chriſtians in this caſe, ſhall 
be this : Take ſome ſolid paines 
to cleare your entrance Into Co- . 
venant with God; thereby you 
ſhall cleare your intereſt in all 
particular promiſes upon your 

occaſions. | 


= F_——— — 


( ſpoken of in th: Scriptare ) 
twixt God and his people : Hee 
makes usto be his people, and we 
take 'hiny to be our God. Ani 

when that Covenant is paſſed 
ewixt God and a perſon, that 
there is a mutuall acceptation”; 
then the Lord eſtates this perſon 
intoall theEparticular promites : 
As when the woman and man en- 
cer into the covenant of marri- 
age,now all is ſetled on her,and (he 
hath ticleſufficient, - 

So when the Lord God'and a fin+ 
ner are married 'to each* other”, 
when they are entred into a Cos» 
venant, Thou art my God, and 
none elſe, my.hearr.is thine; mry 
M 3 life 


There is a gracioas Covenant Jer.31. 33, 
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life ſhall be thine, 8c. The Lord 
ſaith unto ſuch a one, AndI an 
thine, and all my mercy ts thine, 
my Chritft is thine, my Promiſes 
thine : If thou needeſt any good 
for ſoule or body, all good js 

thine, 
Tf this I aſſure thee, O Chriſtian, if 
docr we:e this were once out of doubt, that 
anlockec, thou and God were entred into 
all the Covenant, thou wouldſt not ſo 
14x. much doubt thy title, or queſtion 
ſily bee thy right to apply any particular 
ſacnt promiſe to any condition of ex!» 
gence wherein thong lyeſt. Al are 
Yours, and yee-are Chriſti, andChriſt 
* Gods, 3 Cor. 3.22, 33s 
5s Laltly, confider well, whe» 
ther there be nothing in a Chriſt 
which may not be able to over- 
argue thy diſputcs againſt chy ap- 
lying of the Promiſes, Iremem- 
ha that Luther in his Commen- 
tary on Gereſis preſcribes-unto 
tempted perſons one very com- 
pendious way to withſtand all 
Luthers FEemptations whatſoever : Let Sa- 
ſpcech, tan come any way, or the world 
any 
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any way, or finne move any way, 
doe thou anſwer all with this 
one ly , Chriftianws ſum, 1 am a 
Chriſtian; 1 may not yeeld to 
any finne, forlTam a Chriſtian, 
And furely me thinkes this allo 
might be a compendious way to 
reſolve the doubtings of a Chri- 
ſtian, Cbriſtum babeo, I have a 
Chriſt, O Chriſtian, if thou didſt 
lovke more on thy Chrcift, thou 
might looke more on the Pxc- 
mifes : When wilt thou remem- | 

ber, that as there is no com- = m_ 
fott2ble looking on God with- Aerie 


oitt a Chriſt, ſo- there will be withour a 
no confident looking on the Ctrilt. 
Promiſes .6f God without a 
Chriſt? _ Sh 

© Cheift Jeſus is thy Jacobs lad- 

der, thy prayers get up by him, 

and Gods Promiſes come downe 


if God are 


= 


by him: All ibe promiſ; 
Tea and Atex in bim,2 Gor 1-20; 
There was a. Book in the R - 
velation which none: of the El- 
ders and Worthies could open, 


but yet the Lambe could open it: 
M 4. The 


The doubting Chriſtian 
The Promiſes are a precioy 
Booke , every leafe drops myrrh: 
and mercy , yet the weak Chri. 
[tian cannot open it, nay heeix 
afraid to open it, and to read hi 
portion there : Nevertheleſſc thy 
Chriſt can open the Pcomites fr 
thee, and by thy Chriſt as thou 
mayſt finde a way. for heaven 
hereafter, ſo mayſ(t thou elpic a 
way for thy comfort now, 

And why, may Chriſt ceply to 


the doubring Chriſtian, art thou ' 
afraid to beiecve ? to belcave my , 
Fathcrs word, and thy Father h 
word ? Did hee ever failc any WW . 
who truſted. on him ? Is hee not | 
willing to give, who was wil- q 
ling "to" promiſe ? 'Shaald hee L 
loſe of his glory , if-thou recei- 
-vedſt of his grace ? Or (houldeft ! 


thou Ioſe © thy corfort, if 
thou ſhouldeſt” beleeve in; his 
* promile 2, Doft they, riot, care 
for "his * > 90d? * Why then. art | 
"thou troubled? Or'in [good ear- 

neſt, Wouldſt thou enjoy that 

good ? Why then doſt thou yt 
* 


reſolved. 
xeleeve ? Thou 4eelt the worth 
pf- che commodity , but tickeſt 
t-the price. Did my Father ever 
ell grace or mercy to any upon 
he price of their owne worthi- 
ele ? How :canſt thou imaging 
him to anſwer thee in julticewhn 


et deals with thee upon pro- 
miſes? And if worthinefſe muſk 
be found, tell me, Who aml ? 
Is a Chrift of no worthinefle to 
thee? or of no worth with his 
Father and thine? 1 have dyed 
for thy ſoule, I have reconciled 
thy perſon, I have made God 
himſclfe to bee thine, and there« 
fore-his Promiſes tobe thine, 

* If thoa thipkeſt that God will 
ſtare from his word, O thou errct;, 
His Promile is made with Goud= 
nefle, is ſealed with Truth, and 
is ratiked with my blood. A 
If thou thinkeſt itis an inca= 
orable and deate eare to thy. 
prayers, yet conlider, it is al- 
wayes ,an-open and plyable earc 
to'my merits. \ Come then, gace 


gave my ſelfe forthee, and (ince 
6 "0 that -- 
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that I have given my ſelfe to ther, 
Be not afraid, O thou of little 
faith : Locke on mee, and 
through mee unto a God, ſo ſhalt 
thou ſee him fully gracious 
and mercifull, and holding forth 
the golden Scepter to thee, L2ok 
on mee and throngh mee unto 
the Promiſes, then ſhalt thoy 
ſze them to bee my purchaſe, 
and thy portion. Lay hold on 
them by faith, and inrich thy 
ſelfe with them, in ſo doing thou 
ſhalt pleaſe my Father, pleaſure 
thy ſelfe, and honour thy Savi- 
OUT. 

11 The eleventh ſpring of 
doubtings , was, the ſuſpenhoh 
of divine favour. Thea didft bide 
thy face, and I was trowbled , ſaid 
David. O, the hiding of Gods 
favour is more then the hiding of 
the Sun , or then the withdraw- 
ments of David from Abſolems : 
It is even the time of our faint- 
ing , the ſequeſtration of our 
fonles, and life. Thy faverr z life , 
ſaich David againe.. 

Here: 
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Here now confrder. 

1 Inthefe times of ſequeſtra- 
tion, a man hath juſt cauſe of 
trouble; he ſhould be moved at it, 
that he cannor behold his God im 
that graciouſneſſe as before , tn 
that lovingneſfle, in that lighr of 
his countenance- And verily 
there is not a Chriſtian really 
fenfible of the divine favour, 
who ſhould not be as mucti- per-- 
plexed in the clouding of it, as 
hee was aftefted and eladded in 
the riſing and diſcovering of 
ir, 

B:loved,- it is ill with that 
man who can equally bearevup- 
ihe abſence, 2s in the con- 
ceived” preſence of Gods favount; 
who is of that hard and unper- 
ceiving temper, asnot to ſolace 
his ſoule in finding God to bee 
acious:;and not to be abundant- 
ly diflturbed in not apprehending 
the wonted manifeſtations of his 
lov ing favour. How exceſlively 
diftrefſed is the Church in the 
Canticler,, that her Biloved had- 
with-- 
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withdrawne-bimf{clte.1-And Ds 

vid *dotht in the violence;.of hiilhc 

diſtemper and jealoulieC whether 

culpably, I know not,yer)ftrongly 

charge God-..( ſure with much 

heavinefle of heart) thathee had 
torgotren tobe gracious, 

| 4 2-Ncyertheletlc in the times of 8 

ſuch ſaſpenſton , it-is an crror, 

| and. a dangerous error, a fruits} 

| Iefſe. error, - abſolutely to con- 


2 
\ 
| clude againſt- our God; or | 
| 
| 


| againſt'.. our. ſelves, . of. any 

| preſent or hopetull intereſt 
in his bleſſed faveur; There- 
fore remember theſe Particu- 

| lars: "AE | | 

| 1 Odferve the wayes-and time 

| of the interception of divine fa- 

| vour.. This tscertaine, that God 

| hath ever ſome ſpectalle:din the 
| hulding up of his- countenance; 
| and we may, and doe many times 


| | | give him juſt cauſe and reaſon, 
| In Scripture wee may oblerve on 
i! our part ordinarily two occali- 
J' Ont. | ; of 1 

'T 1 Some groſſe finnes , which 
/ in- 
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indeed 'are 'as @ thicke: cloud to 
bold ; up - the. blefled , light of 
Gods countenance, for he is of 
PuUrer eyes then to behold fnne, 
Theſe are the wall of ſeparation, 
theſe ſhut the doore, and draw: 
the curtaines, anddoe like ſome 
® cloſing rheume fall upon the eye, 
ard indiſpole it to the comfort- 
able enjoyment of the light : Ag. 
wee may ſee in Davids two.great, 
finacs of Adaltery.and Murder, 
they did ſuſpend the preſence, 
(i.e. ihe comfortable preſence of: 
God, and held up the joy of his- 
ſalvation. which hee did fa ear-; 
neftly. delice to .bercftared,, P;al.. 
\5To11,12.: we + . 
2 Remiſfneſle and -careleſneſle. 
in. our eſteems and afteions to. 
wards him in.his Ordinances.. 
When Chriſtians come to a mo- 
derationy toa cooling of their 
ſpirituall fervour, to a -more 
negligent acquaintance with: 
God, and a more indiffer8&t per- 
formance of holy ſervices and 
duties; then the Lord holds becky 
ang - 
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The doubting Chriſtian 
#nd calls in the fenfible* light of 
his countenance : As a father 
dorh alter the ſet of his looks to. 
wards his childe, who is wanton 

his love, and lets downe 
the diligence of his juſt obſcr- 
vance and duty. 

See this in Cant. 5.2.Open to me: 
(faich Chriſt) my ſiſter , my love, 
my dove, my undefiled, Here was a 
gracious intreaty , and full of 
wooing compellations : What 
doth 'the Charch now ? Surely 
ſhe ftirs , ſhe rifeth, ſhe runneth, 
ſhe eaſily imbracerh theſe calls of 
Chriſt; No, verſ.3. 7 have put of 
my coat, buw ſhall T put it on ? I have 


waſhed my feet , bow ſhall 1 defile- 


them ?- What -is this ? * She was 
carelefſe , negligent, full of ex- 
caſes, ſo thoſe phraſes import, of 
putting off the coat : For as the 
keeping on of cloaths whs a fighe 
of care and watchfulnefle, 
['Nebem 4.23-] ſo the putting 
chem off was a ſigne of drow2i- 
neffe ,. of a diſpoſition prepared 
for fleeporreſt : Nay ( (hee had 

waſhed: 
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waſhed her feet) which was ano- 
ther figne of her {kepy and 
negligent diſpotition; Ic being 
the manner in thoſe hot Coun» 
tries (where ordinarily they wene 
bare-tooted ) ro waih their feer 
afrertheir travel , and ſo prepare 
themſelves to reſt. The meaning 
of all which, is chis : She made 
many pretences anddelayes ; all 
which did ſpring from an acquis 
red (laggiſhneſle and remitneſſe 
of ſpiric. 

Now marke the iſſue, Though 
the Charch did -not rife to 
open , yet. Chriſt, verſ. 4. pars 
in his hand at the hole of the 
doore : (ji.s.) Though thee had 
negleted him in his Minlltery, 
yer he ſent into her heart a no» 
table 5rem of itby his Spicit, and: 
then her bowels were moved for 
him. Why? Whart is the matter ?* 
Now ſhe re/e, verl.y. and opened the 
doore, verl.6: But my Belowgd bad 
withdrawne bimſelfe ,” and was gone ; 
] {ought bim, but could not finde bim 5 

ere. 
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| Here you ſee, that careleſneſſe 
of duty caufeth abſence of fa- 
vour : And when men are negli- 
gent in the entertainments of the 
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meanes of grace, God dothinz | 
juſt wiſdome goe off with the | 
ſenhible preſence of his gracious 


favour. ; 

2 Obſerve the wayes of regain- 
ing Gods favour ſuſpended f1om 
us: What are thoſe, will you ſay ? 

_ Ian{wer : 


I Be affeRted for the leh every. 


abſence' of Gods countenance 


ſhould trouble us,but-the loſle of 


his favour that ſhould grieve us, 
So was it with the Church there, 
Cant.54. My bowels were troubled f.r 
bim; Oc, my bowels: ſoonded, 
rumbled, —_— troublous noiſe. 
What doe 'thefe words intimate 
but 'an. eminent ' diſquietneſie, 
an: hearty farraw for fo' great 
a loſle, ſpringing from to great 2 
rerhi(ſng{le ? Lay an eminent dile 
xaeyhs = For where bowels ais 
mentioned, there an eminent de+ 
Sree is fyggetted , either of coms 
LO 
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miſeration; as inthat of Godto 
Epbraim, Fer.-31.20-0r of fingular 
love and affe&tion, as of the mo- 
ther to the childe, or of moſt 
ſorrowtfull afliftion, as here. 

Nay , ſogreat was this ſorrow 
Ws and bewailment , that verſ.6. her 

# ſoule failed when he ſpake g My 
ſowle failed (i.e.) my ſoule went 
forth , it was gone, it departed, 
becauſe of the departnre of Chriſts 
loving favour : For asthe heart 
is ſaid to goe, forth, when. men 
are aſtoniſhed with feare ſo the 
ſoulr is faid to goe away , "When 
men are ſurcharged win gricit 
and ſorrow. Whence it is evi- 
dent, that the Church;was almoft 
dead for. her folly and. .negli» 
gence , whereby ſhee had :cauſed 
her Chriſt to withdraw him- 
ſelfe. 

And ſurely if negligent , and 
regardleſſe entertaiprpents, of 
God, or Chriſt, ' or. his Ward, 
(which caufe the ceſſation of fa- 
vour ) - are thus abundantly be- 
wayled with bowels and = 
ings, 


Co 
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The doubting Chriſtian 
ings, how much more ſhould the 
bowels be doablcd, and rhe mex 
ſures of griefe and repentance br 
ſwelled, when the ſuſpenſion of 
Gods love and favour tis cauſed 
by our injurious handling of hi 
bleſſed Spirit, by fighting againt 
his motions, and prefuming @- 
gainſt the d:rc&ting and convin- 
cing light, to diſhonour and 
grieve him with the moft foul: 
iniquities, i 

et if wee can hatbly and 
thtoughly bemoane var Toffe, and 
repriit of one fines, we hall be- 
hold the Lord In metty and love 
againe. David could not but 
cefd out the countenance of his 
favour to Abſe/o, though an un- 
toward ſonne : If rhe clouds did 
breake, the Sane would ſhine a- 
gaine; for God will not only 
give, but reſtore comforts to his 
mourners. 

2- Revive thy aprightnefle , 
and then God will renew his fa- 
vour, A good man ( faith Salowon, 
Prov, 12, 2. ) ebtaineth favout of ” 

Lord: 
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rd: Cie.) An upright man, a 
man whoſe heart is fingle, ( for 
ze is oppofed to the man of many 
devices) whole heart is ſingle and 
plaine with God in his walkings, 
uch a man ſhall ob:aine\ favour 
rom the Lord, 
* Davidaſſures usof it, Pſa.5. 12 
T bou Lord wilt bleſſe the rigbteow, 
and with favour wilt thou compaſſe bim 
« with « ſbield, It was a good 
ſpe: ch of Davids, Pial, 36. 9. Witd 
1ber is the fountaine of {ife, —_— 
light fball we fee tight. » 4. 5 
thou haft comfort and favour e» 
nough, thy favoar indeed is life, 
the very ſountaime of tr, and if 
the light of thy ſhall'the 
ſonnes of men ſee the Hghe of thy 
favour. 
For, brethren, we cannot ſee 
lighe by darknefſe, light muſt be 
feen by light; and whatſoever is 


1s contraty to Gods nature. 
Crooked hearts, and crooked 


wayes, 


contrary to light, is att impedi» Pla.17.1 5 
ment of ſeeing. Gods favour can- 7 %!/! be- 
not be ſeen by any thing which *9'4 


face. in up- 


The doubting Chriſtian 
wayes, an heart and an heat, 
a tongue and a_ tongue, a lik 
and a lite, ( z. e. )a doubling 
heart, and a doubling tonguz, 
and} a doubled converſation, 
which hath a veine of ſinful. 
nefſe and approbation, this the 
Lord hates and abhorres; for 
God is ever (ingle inall his deal. 
ings with men : They ſhall hay 
mercy, or they ſhall not have it; 
and ſo he exceedingly delights in 
the fimplicity of Chriſtians : Let 
them deal ingenuouſly with him, 
give him all the mighethey have; 
and him only, though they have 
not a preſent fight, yet they have 
a ſure promiſe of his favour. 

The Lord willmeetthem, E{a. 
64.5. Thos meeteſt bim that rejoyceth 
ard wor keth rigbteowſneſſe, thoſe that 
remember thee in thy wayes. Walke 
thou towards ' God in'upright- 
nefle, and God will walke to- 
wards thee in comfortableneſle, 
Be thou a ſonne, and he will be a 
Father ; give him thy heart, and 
be will ſhew co thee his face. 

Tacres 


reſolved. 
Therefore let us caſt about,not 
dnly for our generall, but alſo for 
e ſervices of our particular cal- 
ings and relations, in which if 
he Lord ſees us upright in walk- 
g, we ſhall affuredly finde him 
o be gracious in diſtributing the 
deames of his favour unto our 
ovles. 
3 Earncfily. ſeeke Gods fa- 
vour. 
1 Secke it by enquiries in the 
ordinances of his favour, Saw yee 
him whom my ſoule loveth 2 ſaid the 
Church in her lofſe,Cart. 3. 3. un- 
to.the Watch-men, And as Mary, 
Foh. 20. 13, weeping, T bey bave 
taken away my Lord, and Iknow not 
where th:y bave laid bim; And ver, 
I5. Sir, if 1hou haſt borne him hence, 
tell me where thou baſt laid him, and 7 
wil! take him away. What came of 
this? See verſe I6. Teſws ſaith unto 
| ber, Mary; It was one only word. 
but enough to'make her turne her 
ſelte, and ſay, Rabboni. So may it, 
and ſo doth it ofr-times fall our 
with us, in our ferkings of Gods 
favour, 
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favour, The Lord doth meet y 
and ſhew himſelfe, with bis | 
ving countenance, in his Ordi 
nances : For theſe Ordinances 
God, they are the Exchange, th: 
heavenly Exchange ewixe Gol 
and his people, wherein they pre. 
ſent unto him their duty, and he! 
conferres on them his grace and 
favour ; So that they who have 
come hither with fighs, O that Gi 
would be my God | have returned 
with P&lms of joy, The Lord 4 m 
God, and my Father, Iwil[praiſe thet, 
O Lord my God. 

2 Seeke it by prayers. How a- 
bundant. is David in this kind ? 


Pſal. 106. 4, Remember me, O Lord, 


with the faveur that thou beareſt unto 
thy people, O viſit me with thy ſalvati- 
en. 5. T bat Imay (ee the geod of thy 
choſen. So Pſal. 31. 16. Make thy 
face to ſhine upon thy ſervant. So Pſal. 
4+ 6. Lord, lift thou up the light of thy 
countenance upen us : For God hath 
promiſed his favour, and there- 
fore his pcople may ſeek his fa- 


_ vour. Nay, he hath commanded 


his 


people to lecke his favour, and 

efore they ſhould (eek it. See 

. 27. $. T hou ſaid, Seek yee 
face, My heart ſaid unto me, 

face ( Lord ) will I ſeek, It is an 
adviſed folly in the ſuſpenſion 
Gods favour, to unfoune ur 

ves, and uppcople our felves, 

je.) to deny that grace and 
irituall relation twixt us and - 
50d. This is not the way to gain 

your, for when wee have un- 

one' our relations of children, 

re exclude our ſelves from the 
petations of fayourz No, the 

1cſt and ſureſt way is to ſecke 

the renewing of, Gods loving 
countenance, and ſay as David, - 
Lord, thou baſt bid thy face, and 1 am 
treubled, yet thou biddeſt me to 

ſeck thy * 2 and, Thy face ( Lord) 

will I (eek : Nay I doe feeke it, for 

T oy favowr is life, nay, Thy favour 

a better then life ;;, {0 I efteeme it, fo 

I acknowledge it, and as my life, 
as that which is a life unto my 
life do I earneſtly deſire it ; there- 
fore, Lord, Make thy face to room 

an 


Tour, 


| Simile. 


ll ſeeking of man who will ſhut his eyes, thall 
f | | Gods fa- hardly finde : Now nothing ca: 
| 
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and behold me againe, as thou beholde! 
thy people with thy ancient favour : 0 
viſit me with thy ſatvation, and let me: 
ſee the good of tby countenance. 

Now heretake in two helpful! 
advices more, viz. 


| | hats ., TI When you ſeek the- light of Oc 
beret «. GOds countenance, doe not blind {What 
bred in oy YOur Eyes 3 Remember till, that a Oc 


ſee Gods favour but the eye of 
faith, for in Chriſt Jeſus. only vie Wrhe: 
ſee, and diſcern him our gracious 


God and Father; therefore keep 

open that eye. The dire& work- Wprc 
ings of faich can alwayes ſee God, Il all 
and the reflexive, will at lengch MW ruj 
ſee God to be my God. When 
thou comeſt unto him thus. Lord, Il tho 


I doe need, I doe prize, 1 doe dc- Ill art 
firethy favour and countenance, Wi tho 
and thou haſt promiſed it, buc WW wh 


thou wile not keep thy promile, m) 
thou wilt never ſhew the light of 
thy countenance to my foule th 
more; now though wee lecke w. 
much, no marvaile we tindenor, al 


and 
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ze Heavens to open ; you muſt 
ſe the key, as well as the hands, 
you will come in and fee the 
domes : Our hands of Prayer 
zaſt uſe the key of Faith, if wee 
rould open the countenance of 
od towards us ; for faith is 
at which gives us our fights of 
od, and Chriſt. 

2 Judge not of the iſſue by 
what thou feelct, but by what 
od promiſethz and in cafe 
therefore that God doth not ſhew 
thee his ancient love preſently, 
orealily, yet knock againe, and 
provoke thy heart to out-beleeve 
all reaſonings of feare and cor- 
ruption, 

As David, Plal. 42. 1 1. I/by art 
thou caſt downe, O my ſoule ? and why 
art thou diſquieted within me ? Hope 
thou in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, 
who is the belp of my countenance, and 
my God, 

O my God, faith he, in ver, 6, of 
that Plalme, my ſoule is caſt downe 
within me (no queſtion but for the 
abſence of Gods fayour, vcrſe 7. 
N My 


——— nw Ad tt. 
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thee. Remember him, O Davii 


in a toſſed , and forgotten con- 


« kindneſſe in the day time , and inti: 
-xight bis ſong ſball be with me, and my 


God ſeems to forget me for pre- 


| hepleaſeth, I ſhall aflurediy hav: 


- him,for his loving kindnefle, 1 
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Aly rock, Why baſt thou forgotten me) 
therefore ( ſaith he ) will [ remem|, 


What incouragements ſo to doei 
Thy rocke feemeth to forge 
thee, and all his waves and bl. 
tows are gone over thee, thou att 


dition, and yec thou fayeſ,, I wil 
remember thee. Now lee verl.8. T: 
the Lord will command bis lining 


prayer unto the God of my life. 
9.d. It istrue, theſe af{i&tiont 
and forrows are upon me, and 


ſent, yet I will cemember him, 1 
know hee thinkes on-me;, he hath 
loving kindneſſe, and hee wil 
command ir, he can ſhew it when 


it, perhaps in the day time, per- 
haps in the night time,and there- 
fore day and night will I ſeeke 


will remember him. 
But how may one ſupport him- 
{elte 
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ſelfe in the interims of this ſuſ- 
zenfion of divine favour? Can 
One be good , who is thus? Or 
ill God doe good, or doth 
hee thinke any good of ſuch a 
one ? 

I anſwer, you may ſupport 
your ſelves thus : 

1 By remembring thedayes of 
old , Pſal.77.7. Will the Lord caſt 
off for ever , and will be be favourable 
nomore? 9 Hatb God forggtten to 
be graciows ? This is mine infirmity. 
q9.d. For me thus to conclude, 
that God will not be favourable 
and gracious unto me , becauſe T 
fcele him not ſo, this is my weak- 
nefſe,and finfull errvur : But how 
then will yoga ſupport your ſelfe ? 
See verl. 10, I will remember the 
yeews of the right hand of 1he moſs 


aers of eld. 


old 


249 


How to 
ſupport 
our lelves 
in the in*- 
terim, 


Sl. 


Higb, 11. I willremember thy wew+ 51 OG. 
And aſſuredly the £,y0ur 


remembrance of what God hath once, ant 
done, isable io ſupport as with a 27 in i: 
confident expeation of what 
God will yet doe for ys; 
If wee _—_— the dayes of 
2 


ſill, and 
ſhall haye 
it az1une, 
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o1d, the method of Gods former 
proceedings and behaviours to- 
wards us, we (nall acknowledge, 
and ſo comfort -our (elves, that 
when he withdrew, it was a with- 
drawment either of neceſſity cr 
expediency, and his loving coun- 
tenance hath.riſen- againe with- 
out a cloud, after a night of ſor- | 
row, after a day of ſeeking. 

For the ſuſpenſions of his fa- 
your are temporary, though his 
' truths be eternall. I will come - 
geine, ſaith Chriſt: And,it was but 
a little ( faid the Church , Cant: 
34+) that I paſſed from them , but 1 
feund him whom my ſoule loveth. 

2 Thoa art in favour, though 
thou feeleft none : And though 
thy comfort be in the feeling of 
it, yet thy happinefle is in the be- 
ing of it : Thou art ſaved becauſe 
God loves, not becauſe thou per- 
ceiveſt that love. 

2 Tim.3, 19. The foundation of 
God ftandeth ſure , tbe Lord knowet b 
who are bis.. He knoweth them in 
reſpe& of the freencſfe of his 

Bb | election, 
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ele&ion, and in'reſpet of the 
immobility of his affteRion ; 
He knowes them ſtill, but they 
know not him (till. 1s Epbraim 
my deare ſonne ? Jer. 31-20.4.d. He 
is {o, but hethinks I thinke noc 
ſo, 

Sometimes the walking child 
holdsthe parent, and ſomnetimes 
the parent holds the child , there 
is ſafety in both reſpe&s , for 
whiles either I hold; or am held, 
Iam fafe : Soisic with us and 
God-, ſometimes we lay hold on 
himby faith, ſometimes (nay all 
times) he layes hold on us by his 
love; our ſalvation is in this, that 
we are Gods, and God is ours'; 
that he hath our herrts, and wee 
his love, though alwayes wee ſee 
ic not, 

3 Thou ſhalt have favorr, 
though now it bee drawne vp”: 
H2 will behold thy upright hearc, 
and thou ſhalt fee his face 
withjoy, Eſa. 45. $8; Ina little 
wrath I” hid my face frem thee for a 
moment , but with everlaſting kind- 

N 3 neſſe 
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neſſe will T have mercy on #bee , ſaith 
the Lord thy Redeemer. 

Therefore the Church clegant- 
ly, Micah 7:8. Rejoyce not againſt 
me, O mine enemy 3 when I fall, I 
ſhallariſe ; when 1 ſit in darkneſſe, 
the Lord ſhall bee a light unto mee, 
9 He will bring me forth to the light, 
and 1 ſball bebold bis righteouſneſſe. 
Remember this one thing , Up- 
right, and beleeying perſons have 
alwayes a favourable God,though 
they have not alwayes the {ſenſe 
of Gods favour ; yea though Sa- 
tan doe tefſtifie the Qontrary, 
which is the next ſpring of 
doubtings,and comes inmow fitly 
to be handled. "bf 

12 Atwelfth ſpring of doubt- 
ings, was, the crediting of Sa- 
tans teſtimony about our ſpiri- 
taall condition, andinteretts in 
God and Chriſt; to which if any 
diſtreſſed Chriſtian doth hearken 
and attend , hee ſhall never bee 
freed from inquictations, and 
rowlings of minde, becauſe Sa- 
tans teſtimony is ever directly 

or 
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br obliquely againſt the truth 
nd comfort of our fpirituall 


ma ſtate, 

nf For the remedy and cure of 
1 hich ſpring, be pleaſed ſeriouſly 
*, to coniider of theſe ſubſequent 


concluſions. | 

I The finall tryall of our eter- 
nall eſtate doth immediately and , ,w,,e14 
ſolely appertaine to the Court of triall ot a 
heaven, Indeed the diſquifittve mans 
part belongs to us, but the deci- <6: 
five part belongs to God : Wee 
ought to ſearch and prove our 
ſelves, but no man hath imme- 
diate power to decide his cſtate, 
by acquitting or condemning 
himſeclfe. This muſt bee done by 
the voice of God in his reveal:d 
Word, which commands and for- 
bids, and therefore abſolves or 
binds, 

No ſubject you know hath 
this power , to rtleaſe or binde 
of himfelf,but that is the royall 
prerogative of the King. It is 
true, if the Word condemne us, 
then our conſciences may doe (o 
N + O00; 


Satans 


nadping 1s 


but wuſlar- 
pd, 


. eſtate is dut uſurped ; kt doth not 


ever ? Alluredly the enemy of 
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to03 and if the word abſolve uw, 
ſo may our confciences too; But 
this is virtute prima, not virty! 
propria; Icis becauſe the Word 
doth it,, not becauſe Conſcience 
of it felfe without the Word 
can doe either rightly; 

Whence two things ariſe to in- 
forme and direct us, viz, 

I Satans judgement of our 


belong to him to fit upcn our 
ſoults : Iris againſt the Law of 
Nations, that the' ſame party 
ſhould be witneſſe and judge: 
And wee may ſayto him truly, 
what the Phariſees. proudly ob- 
jected to Chriſt, By what authi- 
riby doth bee theſe things ? Oc as they 
to Moſes, Who made thee a Fudge 


ſalvation is not to bee the Judge 
of it,he being ſo maliciouſly vow- 
ed againſt our happineſle , it is 
moſt unfit for him to decideic; 
and therefore though he ufurps a 
judgement upon Chriſtians , yet 
as David ſpake in another = 
; 'T 104 


| reſolved. 
Thou Lord wilt not leave the righteous 
pben be &judged:no afſured[y,Satan 
all one day be judged for taxing 
pon him the judging of Gods 
people : And doe you-thinke that 
Satan will givea true judgement 
unto us of our ſpirituall condi- 
tion, who dares give in falſe evi- 
dence before God himfelfe of 
7ob, and who is ſaid to accuſe the 
brethren before God day and- 
pight? 

'2 No teſtimony is to bee ad- - 
mitted, which is contrary tO the , 


trary tO 


Word muſt jadge us another day, 
and therefore it is to judge of us 
now. Satans judgement js uſur« 
ped , and our owne- is- oft-times 
erroneous, a3 in wicked and pre- 
(umptacus finners, who ſentence 
well for their ſafety, although 
God doth proclaime and pro- 
nounce bitter woes unto them, 

And as ourjudgements are oft- 
£1mes erroneous,(o are they in the 
N. 5 times : 


is falle. 


EPRED. 
jadgement of the Word ; Beleeve a. 


net every ſpirit, I Joh. 4. Ibut t'Y the cureſtares 
ſpirits whether they areof God. The being con» 


the Word, . 
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times of diftreſſe, ſuſpicicus and 
haſty : We doe not teitihe of ou; 
ſelves with judgements cleared, 
and totally informed by thy 
Word, of all our eſtate, buc with 
judgements affeted and diltem. 
pered ; as David in his fit, 7 in 
caſt cut of thy preſence ; God did not 
caſt him off, but his diltcmp:red 
zjadgement did caſt him out. 

2 Maintaine the judgement of 
the Word, againſt all judgement: 
when a man' hath throuphly 
viewed and pierced into the /e- 
crets of his hearc' and wayes, by 
the informing light of Gods 
bleſſed Spirit, and takes his ich 
and ſpiric aſunder, I meanc his I + 
fins, weaknetics, graces and dil- 

ofitions, and layes theſe, with 
all he know«s of himſeife, before 
the Lord ina moſt fincere ingc- 
nuicty, fo thatit he were now to 
dye, he durft venture the cternal)l 
ſalvation of his foule, with his 
God, that he keeps nothing back, 
either of what is his owne by na- 


ture, or of what is Gods by ___ 
] 


FS WR Gy F* * © a. nts A wa, > @ =, A, © na_-_ ay nd 


| reſolved. | 
If now the Word decides for him 
that his condition is heavenly, 


0 WF his heart is upright, he is indeed 
ic i one who is truly intercfſed in 
1 8 Chriſt; this min or woman 


ſhould now uphold this decilive 
reſtimony of the Word, lay it up 
as the great copy of his eterna]l 
falvation g and in caſe of oppeſt:e 
verdict and teſtimony, not SG 
moleſt him(elfe with reaſoning 
2nd doubting, but to preſerve the 
authority of Gods teſtimony, by 
belzeving, and moſt uprizhe 
walking with God in ail the 
powers of duty. 

There yet remaine two ſprings 
of dyibtings to bee cured, and 
then have Guite With thit tubs 
ject. 

13 Tie thirte:nth ſoring of 
d1btings, won, the n.w riiing of 
o!d iins:; This 1 told you could 
not but an222? the foule, t9 ice 
the dead riſe out of the Grave: a- 
yaine, andto read the debt as if it 
were not yet crofi:d : It doth cx- 
ceedingly difyuict ns abont our 
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ſpirituall condition. Now con- 
tider, 

Ejye times. 1 There are five times when wr 

in whic: and our fins doe meet. 

former IS 1 One is theday of our legal 

meg 1Y"© humiliation, when the Law, like 
ſearching Phiſick, enters deepe, 
ſtirs up the evil humour, caſts our 
fins into our very faces, and (et 
them in order before us, and re- 
proves us for them, with underi- 
able conviction and. horrour. 

2 Another ie, the day of our 

piercing afflitions, when the 
Lord coth ſend his meſfſ-nge:s 
of wrath unto us, cuts off trom 
us our delights, teares away cur 
Joyes, crofſeth us in our aim«y, 
and we fee God hewing our 
fiiends from us,our children from 
13, oureaithly delights and con- 
tents : for miſcrable evils are oft- 
times a cauſe to make u3 fee on: 
{infuill evils : We doe many times 
come to perceive our faults, by 
our punithments : As Phargob did, 
when the plagues were on him, 1 
bave done evill in net !gting the peop/e 


foe : 


reſo! ved. 


me : And Balaaw, when he ſaw the 
Angel, and heard him threatning, 
I will now return; : Ando the chil- 
dren of Tſrael, then ſaw, and con- 
feſt their murmuring, and ſtub- 
bornnefſe, when God ſent evill 
Angels amongſt them, (. e.) 
ſome meſſengers of his wrath and 
diſpleaſure, 

3 A third is, the time of ſome 
horrible and common - judge- 
ment, Whether it be upon parti - 
cular perſons, or a Nation, inte» 
refled in the ſame guilt of ſinne 
with our ſelves; For this is a 
time of common fire, which ra+ 
ging aad fiying up and downe, 
maKes men run into their cloſets, 
and bting out their concealed 
jewels; ſo doe common and ex» 
traordinary judgements return us 
into our (elves, and gives up unta 
us thoſe our hidden _finnes which 
we feare will draw the ſame fire 
of judiciall wrath upon our owne 
perſons. I dae not doubt but at 
the Jaſt great Plague, many.of the 
Gnfull botches. broke out, upon 3 
feare:. 
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feare leſt that judiciall botch 
ſhould have broken in upon your 
bodies and houſes. 

4 A fourth time is, the time of 
death? for though fin and a ſin. 
ner really meetin all their cont: 
of life, yet ſenſe of {in and a fin- 
ner doe not alwayes meet untill 
the day of death; for death is a 
ſtcit and unavoydable ſumman; 
to give up our accounts, and th n 
the unjaſt Steward mult looks a- 
bout him, how he (hall anſwer his 
moſt juſt Lord and Maitr, 

This time of meeting, eviden*- 
ly maniteſts it ſc]fe to our owne 
experience; who though we have 
kindled our finnes in the time of 
our health and ftrengch, yet have 
wee not met with the flaſhes ot 
them but in the times of ſick- 
nefſc and weakneliz. 

5 Alaſttim: of meeting is, the 
day of Judgement; and this is a 
moſt certaineand infallible time; 
It is poſſible for a man to eſcape 
the legall meeting, by conviction; 
and the miſerable meeting , by 
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Aitions, judgements, and death 
it ſelfe z ( for ſome dye like Na- 
bal, they live wreechedly, and dye 
ſenfleſly ) but at the Day of 
Judgement, they and their ſfinnes 
muſt meet, and ſhall ; becauſe then 
the ſecrets of all hearts (hall bee 
diſcloſed, and Gods righteoas 
judgement ſhall be evident co the 
hearts of all the world. Whence 
it is, that in this day of meeting, 
they ſba# cry unto the mountaines to 
fall on them, and the rocks to bide them 
( but in vaine) from the wrath of 
him who fats upon the throne, . 


2 There are (cverall cauſes of the D-vers 


riang of fin: Some are on Gods 
part, ſome on our part, ſome on 
Satans. 

1 For Godspart;z God doth 
many times cauſe our former fins 
to riſe, by the power of his migh- 
ty ſpirit in the miniſtery of his 
Word : For whereas the finner 
would hu(h his feares, and gricfs, 
and Conſcience aſleep, yet the 
Lord will not have it ſo; he doth 
rub the fore, and gall the Con» 
ſcience, 
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ference, - makes it ſenfible of thy 
guile and wounds; he doth pierc 
by the two-edged (word of hi, 
Word, even to the dividing afun- 
der of ſoule and ſpirit, and of the 
Joynts and marrow, and diſcern: 
the very thoughts and intents 
the heart. He meets the perſon 
oft=times many. yeares after the 
commiſiion of the fins, and mo! 
expreſly revives and remembers 
themin all the aRing circumſtan- 
ces, which the finning perſon ei- 
ther had, or would. have buried in 
filence aud forgerfulneſle, 

2 Forour part : Thus theres 
double cauſe of new riling of oid 
fins, one whereof is good, and the 
other is bad. 

1 Anewcommilſionof the o1d 
fins, which brings. back upon us 
the ſting of che old guilt; for re 
lapſes into the diſeaſe, occaſion 
a relapſe of the burden and ache : 
Cut thy finger againe, and it will 
ſmartagaine; fall into.thy Ague 
againe, it will make thee ſhake a+ 
gaine ; Relapſes: have-. ever this 


5udge-.- 


reſolved. 273 
udgement with them, that they 

make a freſh wound, and the old 

alſo to bleed againe, You know 

in ſome Wells there are two 
buckets, put downe the one, and 

you bring up the other; fo the 
falling into the ſame fin againe, 
brings up the old burden againe. 

2 Renewed humiliations ; for T1, 
then we doe voluntarily Jooke ye may 
back upon our former accounts, not revive 
that thereby we may more hum- finne t9, 
bly ſue out a totall diſcharge, q—_— vg 
Though we may fin the finne over, 0 
no more, yet we may weep it 0* mourne 
ver and over; and though thefor it. 
ating of it may be no more, yet 
the bewailing of it ſhould laſtus 
ever. | 

3 On Satans part, who like an 
envious and malicious wretch ne= 
ver gives over to throw unto us 
our errours and failings, though 
correted with trueſt reformati- 
on. 50 Satan, who is the great 
cauſe and incentive to finne, will 
not ceaſe after our trueſt repen- 
tance, to vex, and fad, and( if he 
could, 
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could, to} deſpaire our heart 
with the treſh memory of forme 
and forſaken ſins ; ſo that we (|. 
dome or never lay hand on x 
bleſſed promiſe , or gaine ur 
ſe]ves into the comfortable favour 
of God, or delight our ſelves in 
the ſweet peace of Conſcience, 
but he falls in, and checks, and 
troubles us with the repreſen- 
tations of former fins, and per- 
chance makes us let goe our 
gracious hold, with the feares, 
and ſuſpicions, and chargements 
of former guilts. 

3 Now according to the varie- 
ty of the cauſes, fetching up uy- 
on us our former guiles, muſt we 
deliver unto you ſeverall helps 
and remedies. 

' Conſider therefore, on Gods 
The ends Part , there are ſeverall ends 
of reviving iN yy of ſeverall perſons, 
of fin, why he brings on the ſinnes 
againe, 

I To make the ground-worke 
more deep and ſure : Wee make 
our tents too ſhort for our 

| wounds ; 
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ounds ; We fin much, and defile 
r ſ{clves much, and we tt inke 
nat a little waſbipg will ſerve 
he. turne. O ! this buſinefſe of 
Ife triall, of laying the axe to 
he root of the tree, of diving 
nto the ſecrets of ſin, of applying 
he corrafives unto the core and 
heart of our natures, this goes a- 
gainſt us, we are quickly weary 
of ifs f 
Indeed, ſome trouble, and fome 
bitternefle we grant to be convee 
nient ; but to be ſtill accuſing our 
ſelves beforeGod,ſil to be laſhing 
and wounding our hearts for 
wounding of God 3 Ab, this, this 
goes againſt us. 
You ſhall ſee people ſometimes 
very ſenfible of their diſeaſed bo+ 
dics : O now ſome Phyſicke were 
good, they finde ſuch aches, fuck 
diſtempers, ſurely ſome Phyſicke 
were good, and ſome they take, 
which makes them excctlively fick ; 
but then away with it, no more 
phylick : yet at length the diſeaſe 
comes upon them againe, and the 
Phyſt- 
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Phyfician preſcribes more phy 
ſick, even that which muſt goet; 
the root of the diſeaſe , whiz 
though it makes them more ficke 
yet it procares their ſafety, an 
better health. 

Beloved, God would have men, 

( perhaps ) a longer ſpace to ſir 

ypon their ſins; they ſtint them- 

felveg after great finnes, and make 

themſelves friends with God pre- 

ſently, Now the Lord knowes 

that this 8kinning ofthe ſore will 
ſpoil all, 8 therefore after a ſhort 
time he returnes them their fins a- WW cr 
gaine, makes conſcience to ſtarcle I Þ 
at the guilt againe,and deals with I | 
us as the skilfull Chirurgion with I t 
a man whoſe leg is broken, and } 
ill fer, he breaks it againe, thatic I 
may be well ſer. 

So doth-the Lord,he breaks our 


| ſoules againe with the guilt of 


fins ; He will make us know, that 
we muſt bring him more broken 
hearts.z we ſhall know what ic is 
to fin againſt him, and ſhall not 
makea reall & laſting peace with- 
out 
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1t a ſound & ſolid humiliation. 
And truly this 15 the great mer- 
r of his wiſdome to work thus ; 
jr hereby he makes our founda- 
on low, and ſure, and hereby he 
revents ſubſequent ftirres, and 
rakes way for our ſfurer and more 
omfortable apprehenſions and 
pplications of his love in Chriſt. 
ou know'that a wiſe 'Schoole- 
maſter, when a boy _ from a 
hard leflon to that which is more 
eafie, he puts him back again, and 
makes him fay it over and over, 
ere he takes it forth. Men think to 
be catching at Chrift, however 


ory 


they loveto lay load on him, and - 


throw their vile burdens apon 
him, though perhaps they never 
yet weighed their vile finnings, 
and diſhonourings of God ; but 
the Lord will tarne them back a- 
gaine, he will take off theſe prag- 
maticall preſumers, and ſet them 
to Jearne their firſt leflon better : 
He will make them more ſenfible 
of their vile hearts,and waies,and 
actions ; they ſhall not ſo eaſily 
come 
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” given a ſting to abaſe him, leſt 
our tears, he ſhould be over-exalted; foto 
& not our many Chriſtians the Lord doth 
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come off from their accuy 
tranſgreſſions; the Lord yi 
hold up the comfortable anſm 
of his tavours;, and the ſys 
taſtes of the Lord JcſusChriſt,an 
make them againe to fit down 
in bitter ſorrow for piercing th: 
Lord Chriſt, and ſhedding hi 
blood,and grieving of his Spirit, 
and all that men might bee more 
humbled, and more really fitted 
for Chriſt, 

2 To make us more humble : 
I aſſure you oft-times our very 
vitories make us proud,and that 
verygrace which ſhould be a cauſe 
to abaſeus,occalionally and acci- 
dentally isa means to puffe us : 
we rifle too often . aboye our 
ſelves, beyond meaſure : And 
therefore as to Pay! there was 


returned unto them the ſenſible 
ſting of ſome notable guile, to 
abaſe their hearts, to put them in 
minde of themſelves. 


For 
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For this redu&ion of former 
nile, it gives. up unto us our baſe 
nd treacherous natures , and 
he births of our gyyne hearts; 
h! faich ſuch a perſon, this 
neart, this nature of mine, what 
was it > what isit, if the Lord 
leave it? See here the grapes 
the foure grapes of this wild- 
vine, lictle reaſon have I to be 
ſo highly conceited of my 
ſelfe, as long azI perceive ſuch 
loathſfome accounts and iflues 
from my ſelfe. 

And verily,it makes us oft-times 
to deſpife our ſelves,to abhor our 
ſclves in duſt and aſhes + And this "ANDDY 
is one great end & nſe which the = _ 
Lord makes -of former fins, To make us 
keepe the heart in a'very humble good, and 
frame:we muſt haveſomething or tbe ſenic 
other ſtill put unto us of our own, - 0 = 
which will let us ſee how fooliſh 1/}.umble 
weare by nature , that is Davids | 
phraſe, and how bruciſh we were, 
that is Soldmons phraſe, 

3 To make us more catefu!! : 
For the ſharp remembrance oo 
in 


 & 1 
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fin dothin a godly heart work: 
ſtronger deteſtation, and ſtronger 
watchfulnefſe : GoS doth make 
their new chnliderations to bee 
their preſenTÞreventions; Future 
commiſſions of fin,are many times 
prevented by new iſhpreſſions of 


former fins. = th 
What ? ſhould I finne thus a- I Vit 
gaine? ſaith the humble heart; WW ©*< 


have I not reaſor to cruſh theſe 
births? to crucifie that bitcer Iſl ſt 
root, to pray againſt it, to watch I fi 
againſt it, to reſiſt ic, todeny it, I if 
which hath beene, and isnowa | tt 
ſword in my conſcience ? wW 
But. now conftder that thereis WW 

a double carefulnefſe wrought by 
the new riling of fin. P 
I One reſpeAs the guilt of it, | © 
andhere our care is to get our ac- h 
uittance renewed and *inlarged, | © 
G how doth the Lord by theſe c 
rifings of fin, ſoon cauſe the ſoule [ 
coriſe up in ſuing out his grace 
and fayour ! It cauſeth many a 
teare, many a prayer , manya 

wreſtling with God., many pref- 

ſings 
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ſings upon the promiſes, many an 
earneſt beſeeching to have our 
pardon and diſcharge more fully 
ſealed unto oureconſclences , by 
the blood of Jeſus Chrilt, and 
teſtimony of the Spirit. 

.2 Another reſpects the finnes 
themſelves, in their corrupt qua- 
lities, and inclinations, and mo- 
tions; and this is: a greater ſtudy 
againſt them : firmer ecſolutions, 
ſtrengethningof covenants, cqn- 
firmations of grace, of- circum- 
ſpetion, of deteſtation , of reſi- 
(tance, of any thing or way by 
which the powers of ſin may bee 
more ſubdued/and caſt down. 

4: To make us more thankful; 
Perhaps the Lord hath pardoned 
thoſe (ins which riſe anew in thy 
heart; they doe not alwayes riſe, 
becauſe God: hath-not diſcharged 
their guilt, but becauſe thou haſ 
not diſcharged thy new debe; they 
ariſe asa debt , for the diſcharge 
of adebt; as wee uſe to putmen 
in minde of their former miſeries, 
not. that thereby "Ws are made 
4 > Wo” 


. 
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miſerable, but becauſe there 
they ſhould be made thankfull. 
Beloved, to have former fins diſ- 
charged, ict is me&y, I ſay mercy, 
yea and a rich mercy,greater'then 
to give a condemned perſon life, 
or to give an,impriſoned perſon 
liberty, far greater : No ſuch mer- 
cy as that which blots out our 
ſins, which ſaves a ſoul from hell, 
and gives it pardon and life, Now 
great mercies (hould be anſwered 
with great thankfulnefſe : Thou 
didft, in the ſenſe and fling of thy 
guilt, goe with an heavy hear, 
with bitter ſighs, with deep op- 
preſſons, O thatI had mercy ! 
O this burden ! O this wound ! 
O this fin ! Yea, and with deepe 
proteſtations; If the Lord will but 
pardon it;If he wil ſhew me mer- 
cy; if he would receive me graci- 
ouſly, he ſhould have the calves of 
my lips,I would love him indeed, 
{ would ſerve him, I would praiſe 

and thanke him, I would ſpeake 
good of his name, I would ay, 

Who is a God like him, that forgiveth 


M;- 
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iniquities, tranſgre ſions and ſins, and 
aſſeth by the ax of bis people ? 

Well, the Lord hath ſhewed 
himſelfe like himſelfe,a God very 
gracious and mercitull ; but wee 
perhaps have ſhewed our {elves 
like our ſclyes,in diſtrefſes,carneft 
and full of promiſes ; buc in 'our 
exemptions, flat, and full of for- 
nels, Now the Lord doth 
exceedingly diſlike this vanity 
and doubling of heart ; he loves 
that mercy ſhould bee ſtill ac- 
knowledged to bee mercy ? hee 
would have us to Iooke backe , as 
well as to looke up, and to give 
him thanks for that mercy, for 
which not long {ice wee would 
have given all the world, and our 
ſoules too : And therefore doth 
he caſt unto us our accounts , hee 
lets us thereby ſee what they were 
and what they have done, that 
we may confeſſe our errour for 
not anſwering great mercy with 
great thankfulneſſe. 

But perhaps you will inquire, 
What if we our ſelves for our parc 
FS: be 


Sol. 
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be the canſe of reviving of forme: 
guile, ayd-ſting of former ſins? 

' Tanfwer, If it be by way of hy- 
miliation, to ſeek the pardon,and 
tro make confeſſion to the God of 
mercy, and to get vitory over 
chem, this ſhould nb way dif- 
courage us ; for this is no more 
hurt or prejudice to the ſoul, then 
the after laying open of the 
wound to the Chirurgion to 
drefle and cure it,is prejudicial to 
the ſafety & welfare of the body, 

Bur if ut be by way of commil- 
ſion, either by relapſing into the 
ſame fins, or mulciplying of (inne 
in another kinde(both which wil IM + 
dig up again curburicd and fore- 
paſt guilts ) chen I know no way 
of peace and ſafety , no way to 
allay theſe renewed accuſations 
and ſtings , but by renewed ſor- 
row and repentance. And verily 
what I delivered unto you here- 
tofore about recovery from re- 
lapfing,thar is the courſe preſent- 
ly to bee taken here: O let us 
haſte in before the Lord with 
hearts 
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hearts trickling down wich tears 
of blood , for:'old and: preſent 
wounds ; the very abundance of 
ſorrow; the bitternelle of griete, 
the art of ſelfe-aftliiRion, I cannot 
ſay that ſorrow of ſorrow , that 
hatred of hatred,thac indignation 
of indignation, thatrevenge of 
revenge,thatrepentanice ofrepen- 
tance, which are bere neceflarily 
required,and that to> with{ongelt 
:cont nuance. Do what thou wit, 
hafftc off cet. to tby (ebfea prace, 
*dhou1ſhelcmexiet ba9e:iecthy Gones * 
ſhatleverahdanon gall, and vexe, 
aniwound theeauntithou haſt re- 
newed thy: bimernefle;cot | moit 
'humblett ſorvow Fap: venewingiof 
'thyyfilthineffeand baencllewtchy 
audacious fiming, | 
- Burthen ſappoſe,. than Satan 05. 
chrough this malicious art. doth 
revive ourformer gaik by. his ac- 
cafariony.;. for our gegztor (invex- 
ruption andadifquienncrt;!whar 
18 now tobe done ? 
I will thew = here Seay eo Sol: 
things ; 
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I Oaeis, how you may knoy 
that the reviving of former guilt 
be from Satan or no, 

2 Another is, what is then tg 
be done by us ? | 

1 You may know that, your 
fins are revived by Satan, from 
two effects, 

1 One is from the deſperate 
iffues of their reviving : you may 
know whether a man be a friend, 
of a malicious enemy ; who doth 
reviveche errours and failings. a- 
mongfl men 5 a friend, he revives 
them that you may be bettered, 


- either toTeforme;, if the thing be 


evill, orto'bee circumſpe& whe- 
herthexhing' becruc or falſe;buc 
e malicious 'enemy-hee revives 
them, onely.'to make you odi- 
ousand loathſome. Now Satans 
reviving of former (ins is ever 0- 
dious, it is of evill for evill, his 


- end is deſperate : -What is that ? 
- That: is ,;:that we might give up 


all poſſible intereſts in mercy, all 
hope of pardon and acceptance. 
Whence it is, where he revives 
{ins, 
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fins, former fins, hee bends the 
heurt co ſome preſent miſchiefe, 
to renounce all hope of mercy, 
and to ſelfe-murder, and ſuch 
deſperate iſſues ; both which are 
againſt the ends of God, and the 
deſires of an holy heart , which 
upon their reviving of ſmne, doe 
ever propoſe mercy and better- 
ment unto the ſoule. 

2 Another is from the filthy 
iſſues, which is this ; He revives 
the ſting of finne, that hee may 
make us more. bold and mad in 
finning : He revives fin unto: fin, 
there is no hope of mercy , of re- 
covery,therefore as good'to go on- 
as not; Whence he inclines the 
heart to a leaping into the water, 
to a wallowing in the mire, to a 
greedinefle in the courſe of fin- 
ning, which he doth the more ea- 
fily win-from the evill hearts of 
evill men, by thoſe temporary al- 
layments and ceffations of ſting- 
ing guile, which they obſerve in 
themſelves, by their furiouſneſſe, 
conſtant, and bardening revolu- 
O 4 tions 
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' tions,orexercile of the ſame fin;, 
So that if you, whole hearts are 
tender, have been humbled for 
former (ins, and are ſo upright x 
ſtill to hate them, if former guilt; 
be revived wich an inclination ei- 
ther to give up all mercy, ort) 
give over yourtelves now with li- 
centiauſnefs to the fame or other 
{ins : here is Satan in this, Satan 
now revives thy guilt,and now a- 
nother courſe is to be taken, 
- 3 Thecourſethen is this, andl 
beſecch yau'madkit ; 

1 Strengthen thy heart with 
more deteftations of che (ins; the 
more he revives the guilty accu(a- 
tion, the more dothowreyivethy 
uptight deteſtations ; And as be 
poures out malice to difturbe thy 
conſcience, ſo doe thou pour out 
revenge to ſubdae the grounds of 
ic ; and if he yexeth chee,doe thou 
goe and vexe thy fins. 

Thy caſe , 3 Beleevenot a malicionsaccu- 
5 _— wic- fer : Satan doth oft-times ſerve a 
ked, be= Weritin the Kings name, without 
cauſes - the Kings ſcale ;he forgives m_ 
Go 
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God hath releaſed :- And '.this 
know, /t is Ged that juſtifeeth, who 
tbeu (bal condemn? It the King him- 
ſelf hath pardonedchee, how un- 
juft is, K, for the under-bfhicer to 
arteſtand;ghalknge? - ! 7 ; 

3, But in caſe of frequent. ;in- 
quietations, when Satan will net 


be anſwered, bur ill charge, 


God dath.npt,andihe bindgwhere wicked 


now: make thine! apptale from The Chri- 
him to-Gadl ; and i& hee charge fin mult © 


thee in the'Coure of Conſcience, *PP<2ic- 


remove it wiſcly to the bigher 

Court of heaven; let God once 

more have. the (hearing, and; the 

deciding, And now; Satan, what 

haſtithow to ſay nnto me? Thou 

haſt finned herecofore: ( Gaith Sa- 

tan ) and thy Judge doth know 

the; truth-of his! 1indi&tmenc, I 

bave ( Satan ) I confelle it,and my 
God doth know the rruth of my 

ſorrow and-repentance.. Lord , 
dolt thou not know my tears, my 

returnings, ;my judgings of my 
ſelte, my ſe:kings of mercy and 

*gract ? Lord: thou haſt known it, 
O 5 and 
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and haſt known my foul with thy 
pardoning and accepting mercy, 

4 Reſt the foul and faſten ic nn- 
to the bloud of Chriſt, which wil 
alwayes-cry downe the' teftims. 
nies and'clamours of guilt; No 
thing but that will ſatisfie God, 
and vanquilh Satan-; and then by | 
faich, not only lay hand on mer- | 
cy, but hold ome the” ſtability of 
mercy. The Kings pardon will 
ferve twergy yearcs hence in caſe 
of ſuit. Satan may often trouble 
and queſtion, but Gods accepting 
of thee into mercy,wil (I am lure 
it may) quiet and uphold thee, 

14 The laſtſpringof doubtings 
was, filerce in the Conſcience, 
long filence there. 

For the cloſing of this ſpring, 
and with it, this {ubje& of. doub- 
tings, obſerve theſe particulars in 
a word. 

1 The ſpeech of Conſcience, 
what that 2s. 

2 The ſpeechlefneſfe of Con- 
ſcience, what and how. 

3 To make Conſcience ſpeake 

agalne 
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againe, what required. 
4 To ſupport our ſelves in the 


times of its ſilence, what can 
and may. 


1 The ſpeech of Conſcience : Theſpreci 
This is no more then its teſtimc- ,; *- -. 
ny for us, or agaioſt us ; for Con- eqce,whar; 


ſcience is intimate with our ſecret 
frames, and intentions, and mo- 
tives, and ations : By its naturall 
Tight.ic can tell much, by implan- 
ted light more, by renewed and 
ſanRified light, moſt of all, Now: 
the ſpeech of Conſcience for us, , 
is nothing elſe but an approbati- 
on of our eſtate, anſwerable to the 
Word, acquiting us againſt-a[l 
feares and objeRions that we are- 
the ſons of God, . that we are tru-- 
Iy changed, that we lincerely love 
kim, beleeve in Chritt, and walke 
before him ; for really the voyce. 
of Conſcience is but the eccho of 
the voyce of the Word, and faith 
that unto us touching our -parti-- 
cular, what the Word delivers in 
the generall. Its voyce is but the - 
Aſſumption, and the vayce of the - 
> 5... oo 
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Word is but the Propoſition . | cc 


The Word faith, that ſhould be, |F# n' 
and Conſcience ſaith, here it is: h 
The Word requires ſuch and fuch ll v 
things in a man to be ſaved, and | a 
who is in favour with God, ani 
Conſcience brings them out, and | 1 
anſwers for the perſon. r 
The 2 The ſpeechleſnefle, or filence | 
_ -—xao of Conſcience, is the ſuſpenimn 
7 iY of its determining and acquiring | 


what it is, a&s touching onr eſtate in gene» 
ral], ortonching ſome particular 
doubts : Sometimes Conſcience 
calls upon us, and ſumetimes we 
call upon conſcience. In matcers 
of direction to praftiſle or forbea- 
rance, we uſyally heare a real! & 
inward word, Do it not, or, Thou 
mayft doe it : In after doubts 
we call uvon Conſcience for its 
teſtimony, I the uprightneſſe of 
my hearc didI it, and my conſci- 
ence doth beare mie witneſle, 
Now of all the filences of con- 
ſcience, that is heavieſt which be- 
falls us in our fpiricua!ll combats 
and trials z wherein our gracicus 
con- 
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condition is queſtioned, butt can= 
not be iſſued, becauſe conſcience 
holds up, and doth not teftifie for 
us by any ſenſible approbation and 
acquitance,whichis cauſeddiver{]y 

1 So metimes through particu- g;1ence in 
lar miſ-bchavionrs againſt the di- conſcience 
re&ing voyce of conlcience,theſe diverſly 
hold in the acquiting voyce of aulcs. 
conſcience, for conſcience will 
not ſpeake for us, it we preſume 
to fin againſt it. 

2 Sometimes through diſ-re- 
gard tothe voyce of God in the 
Miniſtery; for Conſcience rakes 
not that well, which the Word 
takes ill : and theretore God doch 
uſually make us know our neg- 
lets of his Word, by the falences 
of our conſciences : And afſured- 
ly ſomething is ordinarily amiſs, 
when Conſcience {peaks amous 
neither good nor bad, 

3 Sometimes Conſcience is ft- 
lent,to make us look higher then 
conſcience, and that wee mighc 
know there is a higher Court co 
which wee. muſt make our ad- 
dreſſes, 4. Somes 
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4 Sometimes Conſcience is 6. 

lent, to make us ſee upon what 
bottomes our faith is grounded, 
whether we can beleeve, becauſe 

God ſaith, as well as rejoyce, be 

caule Conlcience ſpeaketh, c 

3 But to makeConſcience ſpeak, Ml t 

| 


what muſt we doe ? We have had 
its gracious teſtimonies, by which 
we have been much comforted 
and ſupported : How ſhall we re- | 

cover it to ſpeech againe ? 

| I aoſwer 3 

The waies 2 Speakto God, and then God 
to recover may ſpeak to Conſcience, & Con- 
conſcience ſcjence will ſpeake to thee, God 
+; og hath a greater command over 
WER Conſcience, then it hath over us : 
It is with God and Conſcience, as 
with a King and his Courtiers,let 
the King ſpcake kindly to a Peti- 
tioner, the Courtiers will chen 
imbrace him lovingly ; and in- 
deed Conſcience will carry Gods 
face, and expreſſe his diſpoſitions 
of love:: Therefore this due,ſpeak 
cothe Lord, 1. To ſhew thee the 
cauſe of Conſciences filence, 2.To 


give. 


q 
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give thee the teſtimony ofhis own 
- Spiric, which will draw wich it a- 
gaine the teſtimony of thine own 
conſcience, Rom.B, 1 6. 

2 Speak to duty : Be ſure thu 
doe not' diſpleaſe Conſcience; If 
thou haſt, repent, and adde no 
more to make Conſcience dif- 
pleaſed, or filent, 

4 But how may we ſupport our 
ſeIves in the times of filence ? 

I anſwer, thou mayſt comfort 
thy ſelfe, .if 

1 The VVordcan approve thee; 
the teſtimony of the Word is ever 
open, though tkat, of Conſcience 
be not : what is the reaſon ? Be- 
cauſe men may; liave a conſtant 
audience and triall of their eſtates. 
And take one thing by the way, 
If the Word (which is alwayes 0- 
pen: and _— if it acquits 
thee, Conſcience-(though now fi- 
lent, whenſoever ic. ſpeakes ) will 
cleare thee. 

2. Thou haſt anddoſt approve 
the VV ord : How is that? That is, 
It the V'Vard bee. thy rule, thy. 
| light, 


RY. 
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light, by which thou haft & dog 
ifs when Conſcience come 
to ſpeak,it gives its ſentence frog 
the V Vord ( by which thou wal. 
keſt,) and of thy frame and courſe 
which thou 'preſeryeft in an up. 
right anſwerablenefſe to the di. 
reftions of the VVord. 


—__ _ — - -— 


«+ — 


An Addition of foure other cauſe; of 
Doubtings, with a briefe re- 
folution of them, 


I Gene of finfull workings. O | 
'_ OIfaith adiſtreſied foule, Cer- 
tainly my - condition” is ſtarke 
neeght, and-L have no right to 
Chr'ift, nor to any mercy, I may 
Not beleeve : VVhy ? B=cauſelI ne- 
"ver found ſuch vile workings of 
heart as of late : Lfeele a wonder- 
fall rebellion 'in fy heart; I can- 
not thinke on any good, nor ſet 
upon any good, but an'army of 
evill isin me, oppoſiag and hin- 
dering me. 
Toa foule infuch a condition,! 
Would 
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would ( for his help) preſcribe 
theſe five ſubſequent Corifidera- 
tions. | 
1 VVhen grace comes in truth, 
it is ever of that pawer to make 
ſuch diſcoveries, and to raiſe ſuck 
ftirs,as the ſoule never felt before; 
for Grace isa new nature, and a 
new light, anda new ative prin- 
ciple. Ic is put into the ſoule for 
that very end, to finde and lay out 
ſin, yea and toexpell and thruftnc 
aut, The ment wetineverſo 
convinced before, nor Conſcience 
{o qualified:before, nor the will 
affc@&ions'fo ſpiricumlized be» 
fore ; therefore never marvel] at 
the fRcange workings. VVhena 
child conceived in thewombe, 
it is not-now with the woman ag 
in former times; and whenſoever 
Chrift is formed in the ſoule,ir is 
not with chac ſoul asin old times. 
There is thatnow falne in, which 
muſt parge thee,and rule thee, 

2 It good be wrought, evil wil 
work and e it, When Chriſt 
was born, all 'Feryſalem was trou- 
bled; 
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bled ; ſo when grace is wrough, 
fin will tir. Indeed if pou came 
into the ſoule either by a final] 
and totall ceffation of finne, that 
there were no fin reſiding in the 
ſoule,into the which grace comes, 
then thou (houldſt feele no ſtir at 
all: Thus ic ſhall be in Heaven; 
Grace there ſhall be alone; Holi- 
nefſe, and nothing but holin«ſſe 
there, and therefore no combat, 
no ſtir : Bat thus it never will be 
on earth : Sinne may be alone in 
fome mens hearts, but grace is 
never alone in any mans heart in 
chis life. Or if grace came into the 
ſfoule by a' peaceable reſignation, 
if ſinfa]l fleſh would without any 
more adoe make a full and free 
ſurrender, and give it pofſeſſion 
without any diſpute and cavill, 
then alſo thou mighteſt expe& a 
calmneſfle,and a ceffation of arms, 
no vile ſtirrings.But O Chriſtian, 
Grace and fin, The Spirit and the 
fleſh are contrary one to the other, and 
therefore they uf one againſt the 
other, Fire and water will not lye 
quiet. 
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quiet. Sad indeed were thy condi- 
tion, if thou had ſuch a frame of 
(vaine) good, againſt which no 
ſinfull part in thee would oppoſe, 
Every regenerate man hach a 
double man in him,the new man, 
and the old man; that would do 
good, this would pot doe good; 
that would pray, this would not; 
that would mourne, this would 
not ; that would beleeve, this 
wouldnot.: 5: bi 3:7 17 3 
3 But then thir 'ly, thou who 
feelefl ſuch a rebelling and oppo=- 
ſing fleſh in thee, what is that 
which thou doft oppoſe? Ic is 
erue,thou feeleſt an untoward,re- 
bellious natute yet within chee, 
but what fide takeſt thou? ts 


rot 1, faid Paxl , but fin that dwel[eth Rom-75 


in me. Sin. in him oppoſed good, 
but Pay! himſe]fe approved good, 
and delighted in good, and wil- 
led good, | 

The ſame Apoftle ſpeaking of 
the co-habication , and the £co- 
operation of fleth and ſpirit in 


regenerate perſons , that the one 
did 
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Gal. 5. 17. could not doe the good which we would; 


Ver(.18- yee bee led by tbe Spirit , yee arena 
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did {uſt againft the other, and the 
one 'was.contrary co the other,and 
that by reafon' of the rebellion 
and unrulinefle of the one, we: 


he yet comforteth them in ſuch ; 
condition in thenext words, / 


wider tbe Law. As if the had ſaid, 
norwichſtanding all this rebcl- 
lious oppofition of your fleſh, 
if yet yee yeeld not to bee ((er- 
vants 'to it, bur ove" of, 
-ulinclineants., and'follow. in 
your hearts, and courſes the rules 
of che wa 5 CEA is ve- 


""Sonkka chat _— the evill re- 
maining in us'doch oppoſe 'the 
good inus, yet'if we.our ſelyes 
oppoſcnort the:good, our condi- 
tion amay be good, 

Fourthly., av: there is evith's in 
thee, _anecs of thee in any 
good, 'fo there" is ſomerhine in 
thee alſo oppoling of that evil. 
Doft thou not condemne that 
hardnefle which hinders thee 
from 
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from mourning,qnd ſheddeft ma- 

a teare becauſe thog carſt not 

mourne? Doft thou not- ftrive 
with the Lord by many prayers, 
and in theuſe of alk his Ordi- 
nances againft' that unbeleeving 
and rebelliouſly working nature 
of ' thine? Doft thou not'with 
Pasl, confli& with it , groan un- 
der it, cry out, O wrerched man that 
I am, who ſhall deliver me ? 
* And ſurely neither the ſenſe of 
this,nor the reſiſtance of this,nor 
fervent defires of deliverance 
from this, can be any evill fignes 
of thy condition. 

Laſtly, in the ſenſe of inward 
rebellions and'workings,thy way 
is not to nouriſh doubting, bat 
thy duty is to ſtir up beleeving. 

When Payl fele that agony 
ewixt the law of his members, 
and the law of his minde, indeed 
he was much troubled at it, but 
yet he did not conclude againft 
his condition in grace; No, but he 
acquits that (Rom, 7.25, Ss then 
with the minde I my ſelf ſerve the a” 
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. of God, though with the fleſb the la 
of ſin) and ſets his faith to work, 
verſ.24. Who ſball deliver me? v.25. 
I thank God through Jeſus Chriſt on 
Lord. Marke his praRtife : This 
is my condition, I feel rebellious 
laſts, yea I feel them ſometimes 
captivating of -mee, what courſe 
ſhall I now take to be delivered of 
them 7 tovanquiſh them? I cen- 
fli& with them, but I cannot con- 
quer them:Icannot conquer them, 
yea but Jeſus Chrift can conquer 
them,and deliver me from them, 
and to him will I goe by faith, 
Thus muſt thou doe in the ſenſe 
of that native rebellion andvile 
operation of thy fleſh; Thou mult 
by faith goe unto Chrift, thou 
muſt acknowledge thy vileneſle, 
and thy inſufficiency, and alſo his 
Sufficiency : Thou muſt exalt Je- 
ſus Chriſt þy faith in his Mcdia- 
torſhip, and truſt on him,that he 
will by his Almighty Spirit cru- 
cific thy (infull fleſh more, and 
(which was one end of his com- 
ing into the world) deſtroy thoſe 
| works 
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works of fin and Satan, 
2 Another cauſe of doubting 
in a Chriſtian, may be the ſenſe of 
wrath. O! ſaith ſuch a one,would 
you have me to beleeve, or ima- 
gine you that I can doe ſo, I 
who feel the very wrath of God 
in my ſoule , and the terrours of 
the Almighty wounding me for 
my tranſgreſſions? What, cang 
or may I beleeve mercy for me, 
who now feel wrath upon mee? 
can I beleeve that God will bee 
mercifull, whom I ſenſibly ap- 
prehend to be wrathful ? 

This is a notable caſe, and 
needs a wary and circumſpeR re- 
ſolution : Neverthelefle I ſhall at 
leaſt endeavour to ungirt this 
burden for a troubled ſoule, 

Ii There aretwo ſorts of per- 
ſons who in this life may feel the 
wrath of God. 

Firſt , ſuch as are unqueſtiona- 
bly wicked; of whom ſome of 
them fee] the wrath of God , as 
the beginning of their everlaftin 
perdition : That wrath inflicted 
on 


The doubting Chriſtian 
on them is but the beginning «f 
a jaſt'hell due unto them. Thus 
Fudas fele the wrath: of God: 
And (ome of them feel the wrath 
of God. a8 a means for-their hu- 
miliation and converſion. Thuz 
they" in, Ads 2.37, who were 
pricked ia their'bearts, and there- 
upon cryed out, bat ſhell we do ? 
feltithe wrarh of God. 

Secondly, ſuch asare unqueſti- 
onably good; of whom ſome 
hayeifele Gods wrath-in caſe of 
deſertion,as Heman, Ezra, fob,and 
others, and ſome in caſe of noto- 
r10us corruption , orfinning, as 
David,whole boxes were broken,for 
it, and Geds face:bid from him for 
it, and his mejfture turned ints the 
drought of ſummer. 

. 2 Againe,you mult diſtinguiſh 
of thoſe efte&s which appeare in 
perſons under the ſenfe of divine 
wrath, for they are ewofold. 

x1 Some feel the wrath of God, 
and are either. onely inraged a- 
gainſt God with blaſphemies, or 
incaging their hearts the more to 


goe 


wad vs > -.H a0 nc xa 
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Zoe on in gry? again God, 
king qt leaſt by the pleaſure 
of fnne to. drowne the ſenſe of 
wrath , or running into abſalute. 
deſpaire of Gods mercy 3 _ 
here ore never attempt 


courſe of np). chey 


#4 


this, in all reſpeQs, a 
the condition is very fearfull, 

2 Some feel the wrath df. 
God, and are hereupon”'( aecd*: 
ſjonally) induced either to oe 
fudy and caze of a haly xafar 


tign'of chric ſinfull hearts 
particulgrreſtau- 


If. £h ORC IIS of 

eſs th ae wrath had 
bes £0; a.fearch 
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by which thou mayeft be deliye- 
red as well (and rather} fron 8 
thy '{infulneſſe, as from God, F 
wrath; or if this wrath felt aws |: 
kens thy conſcience, and hath 
been a means to ſcourge thee out | 
of ſome particular finning,to thy | 
former and better walkings with } 

God, thou mayeſt now fately be- | 
leeve on mercy; yea though thou | 
as yet feeleſt wrath , yet maycſt 
thou beleeve mercy. : And my 
reaſon is this, becauſe now } 
mercy is thy portion , thy condi- | 
tion now is right under many 
promiſes of mercy to pardon 
chee, foritis a waly penitential 
condition. See Eſa. 55.7. Ezth 
x$.21,22.Hoſ.14.1,2,4. 

- 3 Though mercy be thy por- 
tion, yet know thou, that: the 
ſenſe of wrath will not off,until! 
thoa doſt beleeve aRually on 
chac mercy. It is not metcy in the 
Promiſe which alone can remove 
the ſenſe of wrath, but it muſt be 
mercy applied by faich ; for till 
faith wocks'in the ſoule of a wm 

t 


g( 
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t5ll the poore ſonle looks on 


, God through- the PerſpeRive of 
Faith, God appears not as a mers 


cifull, but ava wrathfull God to 


It 


"And therefore thou being in 
ſuch a condition as I have deli- 
vered, thou mayeſt ſafely venture 


ſo)and upon beleeving thou ſhalt 
in due time feele the ſenſe: of 
mercy to take off the ſenſe of 


conciled- God, and then thou 
ſhalt enjoy a pacifled conſcience. 

3 A third caufeof doubting, 
may be a _— conſcience, 
But VGich the trembling Chriſti-- 
an, My conſcience tels me of' my 
finnings, and of wonderfull fin- 
fulneſſe within me; and'God is 
greater then my conſcience who 
wiltaffuredly conderane me ; -O { 
may not beleeve.. 

This ſeems to be a ect 
Whether a perſon-may- beleeve 
Gods Gs of _ though 


Con« 


on mercy ,. thongh thou feeleft' 
wrath (the fore-named Saints did 


wrath : Thy faith will ſee a re- 


Sal. 
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Gary, Conſciehce' in him bee condey. 

ning ? 1 will deliver my opinio 

thus : - 
Fir, you muſt diſtinguiſh of 

condemning conſcience : Conſcis | 

ene thay either condemne; |} 

1 A mahsattions; Or, 

2 Hts perſon, | 

1 A rans actions are con» | 

demned by Conſcience , when | 
Conſcience being rightly in- 
lightned and informed by the 


whets Confcience findes finnes in 
- Geperſon; baclikewiſc the per- 
Jon in fannes, (5.c.)not onely ſuch 
Corruptions' in the heare, but alſs 


ws # 

< ” 
b. 
- 


the heart approving,and loving of 
"4, them, and reſolved to keep them, 
end goc on in them. 


Now obſerve me in two Con- 
F122 cluſions 


refaved;” 
ctifions anſwerable: totheletwo 
# Propoſitions : - 

4 1 If Conſcience condemns thy 
perſon , 1 confeſle thou haſt no 
reaſon to: beleeve mercy for thy 
ſelfe : 1f thy Conſcience tells thee 
to the face of God, -thou art ina 
foule finfull courſe, and haft been - 
called upon: by the voice of the 
Word, and its voice;t0 come out 


2 If Conſcience condemnes”- 
thy a&ions -onely ,-- then-thou 
mayeſt 5 . notwithſtanding. that 
condemnation, beleeve on mercy. - 
My meanings this ; Though che 
Conſcience by 'its diſcerning | 
light, repveſents unto thee-much - 
ſinfulneffe in thy nature and fors. - 
mer courſe., and though it doth 
condemae theſeto bee vile ; .and 
moſt fit'to be-crucified; abhor- - 
red ; and- forſaken this : con» - 
damnation hinders: not the righe - 
P. 3; of-1 


' 
, of it, and thou doſt npt leave is; 
nay, art reſolved to parſue ic, and 
7 80 inſiſt on itz now God is greater 

| then thy conſcience, and will at- - 
| furedly condemne thee. - 

| 

| 


2 
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of _——y 2 Nay, no man in- 
deed ſhould beleeve , unleffe hi, 


fines , but aſſure» him thac they 


of times , when conſcience doth 
condemnga man ; there are two 


| times of a Chriſtian. 


x Some are open and free; Hee 
is himſelfe , and beſides that, hce 
heares both parties, as well what 


is for himſelfe, as what is againſt 


himſelfe ; yea and weighs mgtters 
in controverfie in the right bal- 
lance of Gods Sanftuary, not in 
Satans ballance of cunning ſug- 
geftions, Will conſcience con- 
dempe thy perſon at ſuch a time, 
and under ſuch circumftances ? 
Nay, will-not the word of God 
acquicthee at (ach a time againit 


. all feares, for the ſubſtance and 
_reality-of a pious condition ? 


2: Some are-clouded:and dark- 


ned, 


- conkcience doth condenmine finne Þ 
in him; not onely ſhew him his þ 


p_—_ 


- are evill, andunwortly his love; | 

nay moſt worthy of his dereſt:- | 

 tion:and mortification. | 
Secondly, you muſt diftinguiſh 


| 
= 
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ned, either wich melancholy, or 
afliQions,or tempcations, where- 
in the Chriſtian feech his face 
through a falſe glafſe, (juſt as a 
Title is made by a dectictull and 
cunning Lawyer) not according 
to truth, not all of ic , but ſome 
of it : What is paſt heretofore 
for ation and aftcRion, or what 
hath falne out , not in the courſe 
of life ſince a mans converizon, 
but onely in caſe of ſurprifall and 
captivity. Now perhaps con(ci- 
ence may condemne thee, but this 
is an illegall fentence, it is a cor» 
rupted judgement , and iz rever- 
ſible; God will not judge of thee, 
as Conſcience in ſuch a caſe doth; 
Nay he wil repeale it, and diſan- 
$ null it. 
| 4 A fourth cauſe of doubtings 
f is, afearcleſt a man hath ſinned 
i chat great” finne againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt : And the maine induce» 
ment cocredit this, is,” a finning 
againk cleare knowledge, which 
is one ingredient in that finne, 
Now this is my condition,faith a 
| P 4 troubled. 


Sol. 
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troubled ſoule, I have not onely 
finned , bur finned againſt light 
ſhining in the Miniftery, and Þ 
working on my conſcience: 
therefore I may rather conclude | 
then queſtion it, Mercy belongs | 
not co me. 

To helpe-a conſcience thas in- 
chralled , I would wiſhthat ſuch 
a perſon would firſt be informed; 
Secondly, be dire&ed. 

1 The information which 1 
would commend in this caſe, u 
fourefold. - 

Firſt, that the finne againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, . is--not any finne 
which a -man-commits through 
Ignorance: Whatſoever the finne 
or finnes have b:ene, ( whereof 
the party ſtands guilty  ) whether 
againſt the Law , or againſt-the 
Goſpel; ſuppoſe it be one, or ma*+ 
ny hainous finnes, yet if the per- 
ſon be in a ſtate of blindnefle and 
tgnorance, if there is a neſcience 
of the fat; if hee knowes not 
what he doth, this ipgnorancepri- 
viedgrtir che. (mnings — 
| cthat-- 
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that therefore they @re not the 
im againft the Holy Gloft, 
Secondly ys the __ —_ the 
Holy Ghoſt iz not any 
the Goſpel, which is  licired _ 
ated roagh a miſ-betiefe or 
miſeperfwafion : If the fin be a 
fleighting of Evangelical] do- 
arines,nay a perſetuting of chem, 
and of the profeffours of them, 
yet if theſe as of ofnion de- 
pend toraHy on errotir: th oy 
Ja ” on a ju getiverit mile 
Niaded' (5-2.) yen 
them not e& bee traths, 


chinking choſtw 
wayes 4 — ſay EPR 


o_ _— CREE TICS 
being (ns GhoR, 
becauſe the - againſt 


Ghoſt ſu th light wee x4 
convi&ion and approbation.Sce 
Heb, 6, 

Thirdly, the finne againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt is not every finniog 
againſt knowledge. Theſe are nor 
reciprocall propoſitions , every 
finne againſt the Holy Ghoſt is 
_ againſ 
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againſt knowledge, and every fin 
againſt knowledge is the fin 
againſt the Holy Ghoft, The for. 
mer is true , but the latter is for; 
for many a converted man {in- 
neth againft knowledge,who yet 
never ſinneth the fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoft. 
 Intweewaſcs a man (inning a» 
gainſt knowledge , doth not yer 
fin that fin againſt the Holy 
' Ghoſt ; One is, the caſe of a 
ſtrong and violent temptation: 
Ts. eris,the caſe of a ſudden & 
turbalent paſſion : le is the ſame 


wich Peters caſe againſt his know- 
ledge raging pad forſwearing 


his Maſter. If Paz! before his 
converſion had had Peters knows 
ledge, he had finned this finne a- 
gainft the Holy Ghoſt; And if 
Peter in his deniall had had Pas!s 
malice joyned with his know- 
ledge , hee had alſo finned that 
ſinne : but the miſ-beltefe of 
the one before his converfion,and 
the infirmity of the other: after 
it,, preſerved from this fin, Etr- 

rour 
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roar miſ-led the one, and ſudden 
feare ſurpriſed the other. 

F a there are three hor- 
rible {innings which doe attend 
that ſin againſt the holy Ghoſt ; 
and the Scripture { which wee 
were beſt exceeding warily to fgl- 
low in reſolving this caſe)cxprelly 
delivers them. 

x One is, totall Apoſtaſie from 
the truths of Jeſus Chriſt knowne 
and taſted. The truths of Chriſt 
muſt 1, be known and apprehen- 
ded, 2, known and tafted, they 
muſt be approved. 3, And then 
the perſon fals from theſe. 4.Na 
his fall iz not particular, ( which 
is incident to the beſt ) ic is a to- 
tall fall, not a falling in the way, 
but a falling from the way of 
truth, Heb. 6. 4. If they were once 
inlightned azd taſted, &c. If, ver. 6, 
they ſhall fall away. 

2 Alecond is, a malicious op- 
pugnation of that truth which 
was once known and tafted, and 
fom which now the perſon is 
falge, called Heb, 6. 6. A crucifying 
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